
observations it was evident that most of the non-

treated cane pieces were undergoing physiological
breakdown and would not sprout. At the con
clusion of the experiment 3 months later 13 out
of 14 (93%) single node cuttings which received
the cytokinin toothpicks had sprouted but only
27% of the non-treated had sprouted with 31%
still green and 42% dead. All the live, sprouted
pieces were transferred to a soilless medium where
rooting occurred in 3-4 weeks.

Richard A. Criley
Associate Horticulturist

ANTHURIUM TRINERVE FROM SURINAM

The University of Hawaii released three types
of pearl anthuriums through the Hawaii Associa
tion of Nurserymen in 1973. Two of these
belonged to the species Anthurium trinerve and
onetoAnthuriumscandens.They were introduced
into Hawaii from Panama. A. trinerve can be

readily distinguished from A. scandens by their
larger plant parts including the fruiting spadix.

A third type of A. trinerve, collected from
Stoelmans Island in Surinam by Dr. H. Kihara
and hisassociates of Japan in 1973, was obtained
and evaluated. The description of this introduc
tion follows:

Leaf blade elliptic to lanceolate, 5-7 in. long,
2-3 in. wide; petiole 1-3 in. long; peduncle
2-3 in. long; spathe inconspicuous, small, green,
Vz-% in. long; spadix in fruit 3-4 in. long with
about 80 berries in 6 rows; berries obovate,
light purple (RHS Color Chart 76B) containing
up to 10 berries.

This pearl anthurium from Surinam has a more
erect and compact habit than those from Panama.
Also the large light purple fruiting spadices are
attractive. We are releasing this anthurium as
Anthurium trinerve cv. Surinam to distinguish it

from previous releases.

Table 1. Growth rates in Pleomele and Dracaena

Pearl anthuriums are self-pollinating and true
breeding unlike Anthurium andreanum,and there
fore can be readily increased from seeds. The
seeds are separated from the pulp by squashing
the berries in water and decanting the water and
pulp. The seeds are scattered on fine hapuu fibers
and placed under relatively heavy shade. The
seedlings are transplanted into flats in two months
and into six inch pots in about 10 months. It
will take 18 to 24 months from seedage to pro
duce a plant with "pearls".

H. Kamemoto

Horticulturist

GROWTH RATES OF PLEOMELE

AND DRACAENA

Pleomele and Dracaena are becoming major
field nursery crops in Hawaii. Yet, production
estimates of present plantings were based on fig
ures produced in Florida. Stevens and Criley
(Horticulture Digest No. 33, August, 1976) have
made measurements of growth on Oahu. How
ever, no figures are available for the Hilo area
where major plantings are being established.

In the Spring of 1977 the Nursery Practice
classatUH-Hilo conducted a series of observations

to measure growth over a 70-day period in
Pleomele reflexa, Dracaena marginata,D.fragrans,
and D. fragrans var. victoriae. Twenty plants of
each variety were randomly selected for measure
ment from the commercial field plants of Big
Island Plant and Foliage in the Panaewa area of
Hilo in cooperation with Mr. T. Kitagawa. All of
the plantings were about one year old at the start
of the measurements. The D.fragrans var. victoriae
plants were about 5-6 feet tall. The D.fragrans
and D. marginata were about 3-4 feet tall and
the Pleomele reflexa which has a trailing habit
had branches about 2-3 feet long at various dis
tances from the ground. The number of branches
per plant and the planting distances are listed in
Table 1. The soil was a Histosol composed pri-

Plant

No. shoots

per plant

Cane growth
per plant (in.)

in 70 days
Spacing

(in.)

Estimated

Production

Cane/sq ft/yr
(ft.)

* Estimated

Production
Cane/ac/yr

(ft.)

P. reflexa

D. marginata

D. fragrans

D.fragrans
var. victoriae

2.5

4.4

1.0

2.7

24.8

9.0

4.9

10..1

12x30

15x 15

15x 15

24x24

4.2

2.4

1.3

1.1

126,000

72,000

39,000

33,000

*Based on 30,000 sq. ft. of growing area per acre
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