
pyrethroids (permethrin, resmethrin, Mavrik, etc.) decreases
as the temperatures increase above 75 . Some growers have
found materials used in the winter and spring give good
control and then do not work as well in the summer. This
may be due to the high temperatures in the summer and the
activity of the pyrethroids becoming less effective as the
temperature increases. Therefore, lack of control may not
be due to resistance but to these reasons.

Best control is usually obtained when pesticides are
applied in the early morning. For example, spider mites are
more susceptible to control in the early morning or later in1
the evening. It is thought that enzyme systems in the mites
somehow make the mites harder to control in daylight hours
(verbal communication - Dr. Milt Savos). Additionally,
early morning use of pesticides reduces phytotoxic effects
when temperatures are lower. As the day progresses,
temperatures increase and it's more likely pesticides will
cause damage to plant tissue. Growers should try to use
more wettable powders or flowables rather than emulsifiable
concentrates to keep phytotoxic effects to a minimum.
Finally, pesticides will remain active for a longer period
of time on the foliage in the early part of the day.

Controlling pests in the greenhouse is a serious
concern. Sanitation will reduce problems. Factors such as
good spray coverage, proper pesticide usage, water pH and
other factors may help to make your pesticide program more
effecti ve.
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ATTENTION TO DETAIL

Joseph J. Maisano, Jr.
Extension Agent — Horticulture

Many articles have been written about the production of
greenhouse crops discussing this and that, but few discuss
the fine tuning to produce that exceptional plant. What
makes one grower of a similar plant different from another
grower? It is attention to detail.

It starts with the grower's production plan and
schedule. Will the crop have a market that will produce a
profit? Is the quality comparable at the market place to
other crops or does it have that something special to demand
a higher price?

In the greenhouse, is close attention paid to the root
medium (its porosity and nutrient content) throughout the
crop. How often is the proportioner checked to see that it
delivers the right amount of fertilizer?

Are the benches clean?
of weeds and debris?

Is the ground under them free

When applying fungicides or insecticides are you
getting thorough coverage? Is the pesticide the correct one
for the pest? Is the dilution correct? What is the
interval between applications?

When growing the crop, do you monitor temperature
daily? Does your thermometer sit too high above the crop?
Is it accurate? Is it calibrated? Is it aspirated?

J

How about light,
light to your crop?

Is the glazing clean to give maximum

Do you have a maintenance plan to periodicaly check all
motors, heaters, and moving equipment? Does this plan
include replacement and repair for greenhouse structures,
chimneys, walks, benches, etc?


