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A serious leaf spot disease of garden balsam
(Impatiens balsami) was observed in a commercial
plastic greenhouse in New Jersey while I was on
sabbatic leave. The plants were crowded together
on the ground where the humidity was quite high.
Dark brown circular lesions of various sizes were

present on infected leaves. Light tan, circular
areas developed in the center of the older lesions

and joining of lesions was common (see photo).
Isolations from the brown lesions yielded a fungus
identified as Stemphylium botryosum Wallr. This
fungus had not been reported on species of Impatiens
in the United States but had been reported on garden
balsam in Canada.

Annual phlox (Phlox drummondi) growing in the
same greenhouse, had similar spots. Isolations
from these spots also yielded Stemphylium spores.
This leaf spot had been previously reported. Green
house and laboratory studies confirmed that both
plants were attacked by the same fungus.

Further investigations showed that this disease
is favored by high humidity and crowded conditions.
Also, since the fungus can infect more than one
species of bedding plants, the opportunity for spore
build-up is increased.
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control system must be added to or used with a pro
duction facility in use prior to 1969. The election is
available in tax years ending after 1968 but only for
facilities constructed or acquired after 1968 and in
service by 1975.

To qualify for the rapid amortization, the tangible
personal property must be an identifiable treatment
facility used to abate or control air or water pollution
Buildings may qualify only when used specifically as
part of a pollution control system.

The rapid amortization deduction applies only
to that portion of the pollution control system's
cost attributable to the first 15 years of useful life.
This portion may be depreciated over five years or
60 months. The remainder of the original cost
must be depreciated over the expected life.

To illustrate: Boiler plant revisions to meet
air pollution standards may qualify.

Suppose that a system with a useful life of 25
years at a cost of $10,000 is installed and qualifies.
Since 15 years is 60% of 25 years, only $6,000 of
the cost may be depreciated over five years. The
$4,000 balance must be depreciated over the 25
year period. The optional first year additional
depreciation of 20% may also be used with the
rapid write-off procedure.
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rates for minors employed in agriculture is
$1.37 as of October 1, 1971. (Editor's note: All
employers should be adequately protected by com
pensation insurance or employers liability insurance
for all employees.)

Room and board allowances may be used as part
of the minimum hourly wage as follows:

Room—$4. 00 per week for single room
$3. 00 per week when shared with another

person.

Meals—Light meal, 35£, sandwich type
Full meal, 60£, dinner type
Maximum meal allowance, $1.80/day

Wage records should be retained for a minimum
period of three years for each employee. Records

of employee's service should include total daily and

total weekly hours worked, including beginning and
ending time of each work period, basic wage, wages
paid each period, and deductions from wages each
period. Proof of hours worked is the responsibility
of the employer.

Fast Write-Off for Anti-Pollution Facilities
—if

The Internal Revenue Tax Reform Act of 1969—

Section 169—allows the rapid amortization of pollu
tion control facilities when control devices are cer

tified by the Environmental Protection Agency and
by a state certifying authority as conforming with a
state pollution control program.

Certified pollution control systems can be depre
ciated over a five-year or 60-month period. The
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Control was obtained by reducing the humidity,
proper spacing of plants and weekly applications of
ferbam at the rate of 2 lbs. per 100 gallons.

Stemphylium leaf spot on garden balsam.


