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MILDEW ON HYDRANGEAS

Powdery mildew often causes bronzing and dis
tortion of hydrangea leaves, as well as the visible
mildew growth. This can easily be controlled by a
regular program of dusting or spraying with sulphur
every ten days to two weeks up until color shows. If
a case of mildew already is present, it can best be
eradicated by spraying - using wettable sulphur, at
about 1 1/2 lb. per 100 gal. (1 heaping tablespoon per
gal.), or Mildex or Karathane at 6 oz. per 100 gal.
(2/3 teasp. per gal.). These sprays should be used
with just enough detergent to give complete coverage
of the mildew growth itself.
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1957 SHORT COURSE
JANUARY 15-17

REGISTRATION

Connecticut 5

Illinois 5

Indiana 2

Maryland 1

Massachusetts 6

Michigan 1

New Hampshire 3

New Jersey 7

New York 176

(Long Island. ... 10)

North Carolina 2

Ohio 3

Pennsylvania 11

West Virginia 1

Wisconsia 1

Canada 8

Total 232

NOTICE TO MEMBERS
At a recent meeting of the Publication Committee

of the New York State Flower Growers it was decided
to return the bulletin to a scheduled, monthly basis.
To this end the current bulletin is correctly dated and
a schedule has been prepared for subsequent issues.
We are sure this action will meet with your approval.

This is your bulletin. We sincerely ask for sug
gestions of titles and authors which will makeit a more
useful buLletin for you.

BUD ROT ON HYDRANGEAS

A. W. Dimock
Department of Plant Pathology

Cornell University

During the dark treatment, hydrangea leaves com
monly are attacked by Botrytis. Spores are produced
in tremendous numbers. The cool, damp conditions
which usually prevail are exceptionally favorable for
Botrytis and very commonly the dormant buds may be
attacked and destroyed.

No specific studies on control of hydrangea bud
rot have been reported. The following suggestions are
based on knowledge of the fungus and on control of
Botrytis on other plants.

Much trouble can be avoided by sanitation and ad
equate ventilation of the storage room. In many cases
serious bud rot can be traced solely to crowded con
ditions and to moist, stagnant air. Correction of such
conditions may be all that is needed.

If bud rot has been experienced repeatedly in spite
of all attempts to improve ventilation, a pre-storage
spray treatment is suggested in a trial way. Any one
of the following, at 2 lbs/100 gal. (1 oz./3 gal. ), sprayed
so as to cover both surfaces of all leaves just before
the plants are placed in storage, may control bud rot:

Captan - Stauffer Captan 50W or Orthocide

Zineb - Dithane Z78, Parzate, etc.

Ferbam - Fermate, Nu-Leaf Black, etc.

We suggest dividing a large lot of hydrangeas into
four groups of equal size, spraying one group with
each of the above and leaving one group unsprayed as
a check. Reports on any such tests would be appreci
ated.
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USERS OF INSECTICIDES
In order to test a blood sample for exposure to

phosphate poisons it is necessary to know the results
of the blood test for that individual when in good health.
It would be good practice to have each of your em
ployees tested by your physician using the Test Kit
for Phosphate Poisoning" as developed by the Biological
Test Products Corporation, 1112 Thompson Avenue,
Roselle, New Jersey.

Once blood test levels have been established for
each employee, it is relatively easy to diagnose phos
phate poisoning or over-exposure. This test will also
help to alert your physician to the treatment necessary
for phosphate poisoning and should be helpful in case
of compensation claims.
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Your editor,


