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To produce quality tulips, hyacinths and other
bulbs, growers must pay attention to fine details
in their culture.

When bulbs are moved from the storage area
into the greenhouse, three details in their culture
should be followed to insure a first-quality plant.

First, good watering practices should be observed.
Plants should be watered in the morning, whenever
possible. This is to allow foliage to dry. If two
waterings are necessary, make the second application
in early afternoon. This is to minimize disease pro
moting conditions on leaves and flowers.

Second, forcing temperatures are most important.
Most bulbs can be forced between 55-65°F at night
with the day temperature not exceeding 70°Fo

Flowering Tulips Daf. Hyacinths Crocus
Date 55° 60c 65° 55° 60° 55° 60°

rein

65° 55° 60°
Day.3 from start of fo K to flower

Feb. 5 40 32 24 32 27 24 20 16 15 12

15 38 30 23 27 23 21 17 14 12 10
25 35 28 22 23 20 18 14 12 10 8

Mar. 5 33 27 21 10 17 15 12 10 8 7

15 31 26 21 17 15 12 10 8 5 5

25 29 25 21 15 13 10 9 7

Apr. 5 27 24 21 13 12 8 7 6

15 25 22 20 12 11 7 6 5
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THE PEACE CORPS WANTS

MORE AGRICULTURAL VOLUNTEERS

The Peace Corps has requests, from 46 countries
overseas, for more than 1000 persons with expertise
in agriculture. Some of these requests will go unfilled
this year, according to Earl McGinty, who manages
the Corps' agricultural recruiting effort in the Northeast

About 860 experienced American farmers are now
serving as volunteers, working alongside farmers and
with agricultural ministries in a broad range of projects.
A volunteer in Ecuador has set up dairy cattle breeding
farms. A volunteer with experience in vegetables is
introducing new and improved varieties in Dahomey,
Africa.

Volunteers spend two years abroad with expenses
paid by Peace Corps. This relatively short stay means
that Peace Corps is constantly searching for new
volunteers to take the place of those coming home.

McGinty feels that he's making progress in what he
considers to be the key problem in recruiting enough
farmers to meet country requests. For instance,
Extension Service is now helping, through a communi
cations campaign, to erode the myth that Peach Corps
service is exclusively for young college graduates, and
to show American farmers that their agricultural ex
pertise can make a big difference in the future of a
developing nation.

The Extension Service invites Connecticut green
house operators to get more information on Peace
Corps by contacting Mr. Chuck Everett (John W.
McCormack Federal Bldg., Room 1405, Boston,
Mass. 02109. Tel. 617-223-7366). Local meetings
with McGinty and his representatives will be arranged
for if your response is good.
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In each of the preceding 12 combinations, 'Ace',
'Nellie White* and !Arai' bulbs were planted.
Demeton treatments were made on January 9 and
February 6. Phosfon L was applied January 16
when lilies were 2 to 4 inches tall.

In all combinations, only one treatment
exhibited foliar burn. This was demeton.

(Figure 2) This appeared irrespective of the
other phosphorus treatments. It must be con
sidered a phytotoxic response rather than a
phosphorus induced nutritional disorder.

This demeton phytotoxicity to lily has been
reported by several sources (Florists News
letter, 3/66). But in many instances where
entire crops have been treated in Connecticut,
the foliar burn has not appeared. It would
seem that the soil or some combination of

factors prevents the injury in some greenhouses,

LIQUID MEASURE EQUIVALENTS

Gal. 9L Pint Cup Oz. Tbsp. Tsp.

Tsp. 768 192 96 48 6 3 1

Tbsp. 256 64 32 16 2 1

Oz. 128 32 16 8 1

Cup 16 4 2 1

Pint 8 2 1

Qt. 4 1

Gal. 1
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Third, the causes of disease should be minimized.
Temperatures and ventilation should be watched
closely. A protective fungicide should be applied
at 7- to 10-day intervals to prevent the spread of
Botrytis, a mo§t serious problem in bulbs.

Fungicides available are:

Termil—smoke

Daconyl 2787 75% WP— 1 l/2 Ibs./lOO gal.
11/2 tbsp./gal.

Captan 50% WP—2 Ibs./lOO gal.
2 tbsp./gal.

Ferbam 65 or 76% WP—2 Ibs./lOO gal.
2 tbsp./gal.

Zineb 65% WP—1 lb./lOO gal.
1 tbsp./gal.

Benomyl—8 ozo/l00 gal.
2 tsp./gal.

While keeping these three factors in mind,
losses during the forcing period can be minimized
and quality plants produced.


