
DR. LINDSTROM ON WETTABLE POWDERS

Jay S. Koths
Extension Floriculturist

In the Connecticut Greenhouse Newsletter 82:1-5,
November 1977, wettable powder dusts were described as
illegal. Growers using this labor-efficient method c"
pest control were cautioned that it was illegal.

The Federal Pesticide Act of 1978 may change
this. It states that:

ALL APPLICATION METHODS WILL BE LEGAL UNLESS

PROHIBITED BY THE LABEL.

When Dr. Roger Adams, the University of Connec
ticut Extension Entomologist, was asked if this made
wettable powder dusts legal, he said that he had better
call our Department of Environmental Protection. He
was then referred to the regional office of EPA in
Boston. No one was willing to say that wettable pow
der dusts were legal.

But Dr. Richard Lindstrom, Associate Professor

of Entomology, Ohio Agricultural Research and Develop
ment Center, Wooster, Ohio states his interpretation
rather concisely in the November 30, 1978 Florists
Rev iew.

"Another important feature is that all applica
tion methods will be legal unless prohibited by the
label. This means that unless the label says that
you cannot apply a pesticide in a certain manner, you
can go ahead with it. This could mean enough flexi
bility for ultra-low-volume and dust application."

It is still not certain that all aspects of wet
table powder dusting are accepted legal practices.

Let us hope that the interpretation of the new
act will be clearly stated by EPA so that there is no
doubt concerning the legality of dusting with wet
table powders.

12

BULB FORCING REMINDERS

Joseph J. Maisano, Jr.
Extension Agent — Horticulture

To produce quality tulips, hyacinths and
other bulbs, growers should pay attention to
details in their culture.

When bulbs are moved from the storage area
into the greenhouse, three details in their
cul'ture should be followed to insure a first-

quality plant. Hyacinths may spit if taken
from very cold storage directly into warm
greenhouse forcing areas, especially if frozen.
Keep thawing temperatures low. Warm gradually
when possible.

First, good watering practices should be
observed. Plants should be watered in the

morning, whenever possible. This is to allow
foliage to dry. If two waterings are necessary,
make the second application in early afternoon.
This is to minimize disease promoting conditions
on leaves and flowers.

Second, forcing temperatures are most impor
tant. Most bulbs can be forced between 55-65°F at
night with the day temperature not exceeding 70 F.
The following table gives the approximate number
of days from the start of forcing to flower. It
presupposes that the storage was proper so that
early crops have adequate root development and
that late crops have not grown excessively before
the beginning of forcing.

As an example, tulips to be forced for Easter,
April 15, at 60° nights will take 23 days if they
are to be ready April 9. Forcing should begin
March 17.



Flower inq

Date 55° 60° 65° 55° 60° 55° 60° 65° 55° 60°

Days from start of forcing to flower

Tuli ps Daf. Hyacinths Crocus

Feb. 5 40 32 24

15

25

38 30 23
35 28 22

Mar. 5 33 27 21

15 31 26 21
25 29 25 21

Apr. 5 27 24 21
15 25 22 20

32 27 24 20 16 15
27 23 21 17 14 12

23 20 18 14 12 10
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Third, the causes of disease should be mini
mized. Temperatures and ventilation should be
watched closely. (Fans over plants to keep the
air moving help reduce disease problems.) A
protective fungicide should be applied at 7~ to
10-day intervals to prevent the spread of
Botrytis, a most serious problem in bulbs.

Fungicides available are (see label for
regi stered crops):

Termi1--smoke

Daconyl 2787 75% WP--1 1/2 lbs./lOO gals.
1 1/2 tbsp./gal.

Captan 50% WP--2 lbs./lOO gal.
2 tbsp./gal.

Ferbam 65 or 76% WP--2 lbs./lOO gal.
2 tbsp./gal .

Benomyl--8 oz./lOO gal.
2 tsp./gal .

While keeping these three factors in mind,
losses during the forcing period can be mini
mized and quality plants produced.
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posts, concrete blocks set on end, or other
suitable materials. There are many ways this
type of benching can be incorporated into
your greenhouse program.

If you have to build new benches in your
greenhouse, consider peninsular benches. They
will increase your growing area, make better
use of time and labor, give your operation
flexibility and save you money.

Your regional agent can assist you with
this des ign.
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