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Finishing Off the Lily Crop

1. If stored for any length of time, use a temperature of 40-4!PF.
and mist over flowers with 3/4 lb. Zineb to 100 gallons to reduce infection
from botrytis.

2. Count of buds may be lower than other years for several reasons:-

a. Bulbs were smaller, growing conditions in the field were
different than other years, which reduced the amount of
food reserves, and low light intensity.

b. This year we have had 25 percent increase in light for
December, January and February, which will help in the
development of buds already Initiated.

3. Lights at night are of no value to speed up growth of lily unless
temperatures are below 65°F. Extra heat is usually more desirable than
lights.

4. Stem length - the general opinion as of March 1st was that lilies
will be shorter than usual this year. Some growers report to me that if
the plant was knocked out of the pot to loosen it, root growth was
encouraged and the lilies began to stretch. If salts are high, they can
be more readily leached If the plant is loosened in the pot.

5. Feed lily plants the usual amount just prior to delivery - 1 ounce
of a 12-12-12 to 2^ gallons of water or 1 ounce of a 20-20-20 to 3% gallons
of water.

Care of Poinsettia Stock Plants

Believe it or not, they will be arriving soon. Do you have your containers
ready, soil sterilized and have you made plans as to where they will be
placed on the bench? We suggest that you check the following points:

1. Spray stock plants with insecticide every week to control any
insect8 that may be coming in on them. (See Professor Whitcomb's article
in this issue on the new mite collected this year in Essex County).

2. Provide adequate sized containers with good drainage and large
enough to provide good growing - a bushel container for the jumbo and one-
half bushel for the smaller plants.

3. Soil - good soil structure to provide good drainage. Soluble
!

salts should be low but fertility fairly high after roots become established.

4. Starting the stock plants of polnsettia:-

a. Examine stock plants carefully for any freezing or drying out
in shipment. Report any malady immediately to the person from
whom you purchased them.
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b. Temperature - no lower than 65°F. - better at 72-75°F. with
high humidity*

c. Best to keep the plants syringed frequently rather than to
use cover8. If covers are used, they should be sterilized
and the benches sterilized.

5. Feed the plants to maintain a good nutrient level:* N-50-75 ppm,
P - VH, K - 300 ppm. Ca - VH according to the Morgan System and the
Soluble salts - 60.

Hydrangeas

Several growers have called to tell us that they have many blind shoots
this year. What are the possible causes:-

1. The hydrangea last fall should have had about six weeks of night
temperature below 65°F. and preferably not below 40°F.

2. Heavy frost caused premature leaf drop.

3. Heavy infestation of mildew which reduced effective production
of stored food.

4. Plants may have been stored too early.

5. Plants may have been pinched too late last summer which did not
allow enough time for proper plant growth.

To obtain good blue color in hydrangeas do not use fertilizers containing
phosphate and maintain pH at 4.5 - 5.5. Suggest using 20-0-30 or one of
similar analysis.

Control of Mildew - March and April Predominant Mildew Months

March and April are the predominant mildew months. Prevention is better
than cure, so follow the suggestions below:-

1. Avoid sudden temperature drops that will result in precipitation
of moisture on the leaves.

2. Do not water late in the day. This causes an increase in humidity
and moisture on leaves without allowing for a drying-off period.

3. Turn on the steam in the afternoon before temperatures start to

drop outdoors.

4. Leave ventilators partly open so that the heat will drive out
excess moist air.

5. Ventilate as much as is practical.


