
SEASONAL GREENHOUSE ROSE SUGGESTIONS

The September 1967 issue of Flower and
Nursery Notes contained some seasonal

'f'ggestions "by Dr. Ray Hasek on establish
ing a Christmas crop on rose plants. The
last subject discussed was examination of
the developing shoots' for a rice grain size

bud at or about Thanksgiving Day.

If the size of the buds indicates that the

crop is developing more rapidly than desired,
night temperatures can still be maintained
at the normal level. However, the house
temperature should be prevented from rising
too rapidly in the morning. This can be
done by shutting off the boiler or heat
source soon after the sun has risen. Venti

lation should be started a little earlier

than usual to keep house temperatures with
in the high "60's" as late in the day as is
practical. Should the crop be somewhat de
layed a slight increase in night temperature
level (+26F) and a more rapid rise in house
temperature during the morning will "push"
the crop without adverse effects on cut

flower quality.

Some pinching of short-stemmed flowers can

re done from November 20 to December 5«

dually, the period from Thanksgiving Day
to December 10 is a very poor rose market.

Getting rid of the "shorts" is a method of
keeping the quality of flowers offered for
sale at a higher level. The grower or
wholesaler can hold the price line by
eliminating oversupply especially in the
shorter stem-length grades. Only shoots

bearing large buds--approximately 5 days
from bloom--should be pinched during this

time. This practice eliminates the chance
of "pinching out" the Christmas crop. The
November pinch blooms out in January.

Normal temperatures should be maintained

day and night until the day before the
crop is wanted for the holiday. Usually
on December l6 higher day temperatures (75-
80°F) should be maintained followed by a
2°F rise in the normal night temperature.

If the crop is "on time" the peak cut for air
transport should be made December 19 & 20.

However, if the greatest portion of the crop
is to be shipped by truck the whole schedule

/^"hould be adjusted to allow cutting 2 days
jjrior to the normal date for air shipment.

This fact must be considered as early as
Thanksgiving Day.
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Growers should consult with their whole

salers as to the mode of transportation
to be used. Communication in mid-November

may prevent a sad surprise ending to an
otherwise successful Christmas crop.

Red Garnette flowers should be harvested

before the bulk of the holiday crop begins
to bloom. This will allow the return crop

to be cut for St. Valentine's Day; other
wise it might be too late.

As the crop peak is reached, short-stemmed
flowers which would normally bloom after
Christmas or the first week in January may

be pinched for a possible St. Valentines
Day come-back. This should be done December
20-22. This post-Christmas rose market is
questionable and the first week in January
is usually a poor sales period. There is
an advantage in removing excess short-
stemmed flowers from the market at this

time for a return crop St. Valentine's Day.

Keep the "forcing" temperatures in effect
until the new shoots have started from

Christmas cut. Too-cool temperatures at
this time almost certainly eliminate the
possibility for a good "come-back" crop
at St. Valentines Day.

One last reminder: Except for such poor

winter varieties as Happiness and
Tropicana, houses which are to be re
planted after St. Valentines Day can
stand a heavy pinch in December to
cycle into this crop. Only one flower
can be cut per can and it might as well
be a well -payingone.

CARNATION STORAGE STUDIES

Uota and Garazsi recently reported the
results of their work on quality and display
life of carnation blooms after storage in
controlled atmospheres (USDA-ARS Marketing
Research Report No. 796). They indicate
that the quality of blooms stored in 0.5$
oxygen atmospheres was better after k to
5 weeks storage than that of blooms held
in air. Display life was only slightly
prolonged but the incidence of decay in
storage was reduced.

Carbon dioxide (CO2) added to the low oxygen
atmosphere did not increase storage life of
blooms. Carnations held at 32°F. for 4-5
weeks developed petal injury regardless of
amount of oxygen in the atmosphere. Storage
at 36°F. greatly lessened this injury.


