
EFFECTIVE USE OF SADH*

Joseph J. Maisano, Jr.

Extension Agent — Horticulture

Growth retardants are widely used to reduce the
height of mums and other greenhouse plants. How
ever, some growers still have a problem with tall
plants. This paper deals with the problems and
possible answers to the failures of this dwarfing
material when applied in the greenhouse.

Time of Day—An application of B-Nine late in the
day has proven to be more successful than one
applied in the morning or when temperatures are
high. The dwarfing response is more effective
when the spray is allowed to dry slowly on the
plant. High temperatures created under shade
cloth can cause some distortion of the leaves.

When spraying B-Nine, leave the cover off the
plants to eliminate temperature build-up on
warm nights.

Cultivar Response—Cultivars (varieties) respond
differently. On tall growing chrysanthemums,
such as "Princess Ann," the first application
should be two to three weeks after planting and
the second application before disbudding. Be sure
to check the application schedules for the cultivars
you grow. (Concentrations should be increased
during summer months for maximum effectiveness.)
On petunias, apply when the plants are the size of a
silver dollar and repeat if necessary on tall growing
cultivars.

*B-Nine or Alar
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CHELATED IRON RATES

Jay S. Koths

Extension Floriculturist

Some label recommendations for foliar applica
tion of iron chelates are higher than necessary for
certain greenhouse crops. A common recommen
dation is 1 lb. per 100 gallons. This rate will
frequently burn hydrangea foliage. A more appro
priate rate is 3 or 4 oz. per 100 gallons.

Iron chlorosis is very seldom, if ever, due to
a lack of iron in the soil. It may be caused by
many factors including incorrect pH, low tempera
ture, lack of aeration (too much water), nematodes,
symphilids, nutrient imbalance, salt toxicity or
anything mat interferes with normal root health.

Chlorosis caused by iron deficiency on roses.
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Applying iron to correct a deficiency is
generally a stop-gap measure. It will help the
plant stay healthy while the condition which caused
the deficiency can be corrected.

While there are several types of chelated iron
available, any of them should give good results if
used at 4 oz. per 100 gallons and applied as a
drenching spray over the foliage along with 1 pint
per square foot on the soil.

Chlorosis caused by iron deficiency on roses
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THE 1974 NEW ENGLAND GREENHOUSE CONFERENCE

What happened to the Connecticut Greenhouse
Short Course in 1974? It was held in Concord,

New Hampshire, October 14-16, in cooperation
with the other five New England states! Beginning
in 1972, the six states introduced a joint conference
in place of individual state meetings.

The conference was quite a success with about
470 persons attending. This makes it the largest
greenhouse meeting in the northeast and enables
us to present a program which is greater in depth
than would be possible from an individual state
effort. Thirty-six speakers presented topics
ranging from indoor landscaping, greenhouse
vegetables, and overwintering nursery green
houses to the latest research developments in
light and growth regulator utilization in crop
production.

With the economic difficulties facing our green
house industry, meetings such as these can play a
vital role in assisting you to remain competitive.
Look for notices concerning the 1975 Comiecticut
Short Course and the 1976 New England Greenhouse
Conference.


