
STUDENT ENROLLMENTS IN PLANT SCIENCE

A. J. R. Guttay, Head

Plant Science Department

Students majoring in the Plant Science Department
of the University of Connecticut have increased 73%
over that of ten years ago and nearly 200% more than
that of twenty years ago. Total class enrollments
have followed a similar trend. This influx of students

over the years can be attributed in part to the general
increase in enrollments in all parts of the university.

The greatest part of the current increase, however,
is related to the desire of students to be able to con

tribute in a real way to the solution of environmental
problems. Course work in the Plant Science Depart
ment is given in Environmental Horticulture, Natural
Resource Conservation and Agronomy.

Academic Number

Year Class of

Ending Enrollments Majors

1963 1207 162

1964 1093 145

1965 1160 165

1966 1210 176

1967 1259 186

1968 1297 211

1969 1285 195

1970 1368 222

1971 1736 258

1972 2100 (est.) 276
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DISEASE CONTROL IN BEDDING PLANTS

Roy W. Judd, Jr.
Extension Agent—Horticulture

The control of damping-off diseases of bedding
plants was covered in the January issue of the
Greenhouse Newsletter (No. 44). This article
will continue with foliage diseases encountered
during the growing season.

BOTRYTIS. Botrytis blight is the most serious
disease affecting bedding plants. This is especially
true in plastic greenhouses where the humidity often
remains high for long periods of time.

Botrytis is easily identified by the fuzzy, grayish
spore masses produced over the surface of dead or

older plant parts. The fungus grows best at temper
atures of 45-60°F, but is able to grow slowly at 32-
36°F. Growth is checked at 70° and inhibited at

86-95°F. Free moisture is necessary for 8-12
hours for spore germination and infection.

CONTROL. Heating and ventilating the green
houses to keep the humidity below 80% is one of the
best ways to prevent this disease. In plastic houses,
fan-tube ventilation is recommended. Chemicals

that can be used are: Benomyl 8 oz. per 100 gals. ;
Daconil 1 1/2 lbs. per 100 gals. ; and Termil
(Thermal dust).

OTHER foliage diseases include Stemphylium
leaf spot of balsam and phlox; Alternaria leaf spot
of zinnia and carnation. These problems can be

controlled with periodic applications of maneb or

zineb.
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