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This project was designed to study the
effects of CCC (chlormequat, cycocel) and
A-Rest (ancymidol), applied in various concen
trations of spray and drench at different
stages of maturity, on the growth and earli-
ness of flowering of the seed geranium culti-
vars 'Ringo' and 'Sooner Red.'

Both varieties were sown 12/20/77. 'Ringo'
was transplanted 1/9/78 and 'Sooner Red' 1/18/78.
All plants were grown in 4-inch plastic pots with
a 1 so11:1 peat:l perlite medium in a greenhouse
regime of 62°F N.T. with 10-15°F higher D.T. All
treatments contained ten plants of each cultivar.
Spray treatments of Cycocel or A-Rest were made
at the 4-5 true leaf stage. They were applied
twice, one week apart, at about 1.5 milliliters
per plant (5.4 fluid ozs./lOO plants) to thoroughly
moisten plants, but not to the drip stage.

Drench treatments were made only once, with
42 milliliters of solution/pot, at the same
growth stage. Data collected on 4/14/78 indi
cated that 'Ringo,' which is naturally compact
and early flowering, did not benefit signifi
cantly from any treatment used. 'Sooner Red'
flowered 8 days earlier, and was more compact
when treated with a 63 mg CCC drench, 200 ppm
A-Rest spray, or .125 mg A-Rest drench. The
1:80 Cycocel spray (1500 ppm) normally recom
mended did not produce a desirable response.

The cost benefit to be derived from using
the materials on 'Sooner Red' must be carefully
weighed. Treatment costs were: 63 mg Cycocel
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5. All plants that are in the program must
be of top quality. It will not work for long to
take a poor, sick plant that has been growing in
a five inch pot, repot it to a four inch and call
that a Living Knickknack. When the consumer
realizes that the quality of the small plants
is as good as the large ones, then he or she
will be encouraged to buy additional plants.

6. It is absolutely essential to have a
variety of plants. The idea of Living Knick
knacks is to buy these plants as an impulse
item on a regular basis. How many pot mums is
one person going to buy before they are looking
for something different? For example, yellow
pot mums might be featured for this week, white
daisies next week, followed by orange kalanchoes,
then blue African violets and so on.



more than twice the height of the pot. For
example, a three inch pot is three inches tall,
thus the plant should be no more than six inches
tall and five inches might be even better. This
may mean the precise use of growth retardants to
control the height.

3. Showy flowers and colorful foliage are
beautiful and add a great deal of ornamental value
to any setting. Rex begonias, for example, are
very colorful and might make nice Living Knick
knacks but flowering plants should predominate
in an ongoing product mix.

4. Living Knickknacks must have good keeping
quality. The plant in a small pot must last as
long as the same plant in a larger pot. New
species must be tested to see that they have
good keeping quality.

drench--0.9U, 0.125 mg A-Rest drench--01 .25C,
and 200 ppm A-Rest spray--6.2£ per plant (two
applications). If smaller containers are used,
and the plants are close together, both cultivars
would probably benefit from a growth regulator.

Growth retardants applied to taller growing
seed geraniums can: 1. Induce earlier flowering
(depending upon cultivar), timing and type of
application; 2. Produce darker green leaves and
darker leaf zonation; and 3- Reduce plant height.

Although neither growth retardant has "label
approval" for use on geraniums at this time,
these growth regulators can be a valuable tool
in the production of seed geraniums.
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