


  

 
   

  

 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

Lisianthus ‘ABC Lavender’ 
A vase life of 12 days 
occurred when stems were 
treated with holding 
solutions. Hydrating 
solutions reduced vase life to 
9-10 days. Minimum vase 
life was 5 days. 

Lisianthus ‘ABC White’ 
Flowers last 14-16 days 
regardless of treatment.  
Minimum vase life was 7 
days. 

Lobelia ‘Compliment Mix’  A 
vase life of 11 days was 
obtained with a holding 
solution. Hydrating solution 
had no effect. Minimum vase 
life was 7 days. 

Pepper ‘On Top Round Red’ 
A vase life of 16 days was 
obtained when held in either 
water or a preservative. 
Hydrating solution reduced 
vase life to 14-15 days. 
Foliage should be stripped. 
Minimum vase life was 10 
days. 

Photo 1. Fruit of ‘On the Top 
Round Red’ are black until late 
in the season when they turn 
red. 

Physocarpus opulifolius 
‘Diabolo’  (Photo 2) Stems 
of this plant were used for the 
bronze foliage. All 
treatments produced a vase 
life of 18-22 days. Minimum 
vase life was 12 days. 

Photo 2. The bronzy foliage of 
‘Diabolo’ makes a great cut 
with or without the fruit 
clusters. 

Rose Kolster cultivars  The 
large red rose hips were 
tested for vase life. 
Treatments had no effect and 
stems lasted 24-26 days.  
Minimum vase life was 16 
days. 

Sunflower ‘Premium Lemon’ 
A vase life of 10 days 
occurred when a combination 
of hydrating and holding 
solutions were used. 
Minimum vase life was 6 
days. 

Sunflower ‘Solara’  A vase 
life of 12 days was obtained 
when a combination of 
hydrating and holding 
solutions were used. 

Minimum vase life was 7 
days. 

Sunflower ‘Sunrich Orange’ 
As with the other two 
sunflower cultivars, the 
longest vase life, 10 days, 
occurred when a combination 
of hydrating and holding 
solutions were used. 
Minimum vase life was 7 
days. 

CONCLUSIONS 
Several species/cultivars had a 
vase life over 14 days, which is 
optimum for marketing and 
consumer enjoyment.  They 
included: Echinacea ‘Comet’, 
Eucomis ‘Sparkling 
Burgundy’, Lisianthus ‘ABC 
White’, Pepper ‘On Top Round 
Red’, Physocarpus opulifolius 
‘Diabolo’, and Rose Kolster 
cultivars. Many other species 
had a vase life of 10 days or 
more which is the minimum for 
retail production and handling. 

IMPACT TO THE 
INDUSTRY 
Cut flower growers, 
wholesalers, retailers, and 
consumers need to know the 
vase life of new cut flowers as 
they are made available in the 
marketplace.  This research 
provides the basic postharvest 
information on 14 new cut 
flowers. 

For Additional Information 
Contact: john_dole@ncsu.edu 
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