Fermace Injury to Rooted Cuttings

In the article entitled "Avolding Dis-
ease Carry-Over on Carnation Cuttings," which
appeared in Bulletin U4 of the New York State
Flower Growers, Inc., 1t was suggested as
gtep 9 in the disease-control program that
the rooted cuttings be dipped, roots and all
in Fermate solution before they were potted
or flatted up. We had used thls treatment
many times on the varieties available with no
evidence of injury. Within the past few weeks
however, two or three growers have reported
gsevere root injury to many varieties when this
Treatment was employed. The reaction of dif-
ferent varietles varied greatly, ranging from
a slight, temporary injury to death of the
plants, Other growers have used the treatment
on many varleties wilith no apparent injury.
Just why injury has occurred only on some va=
riety and under some conditions we do not know,
Because of the risk involved, this practlice of
dipping the rooted cuttings should he discon-
tinued until the problem is solved.

In contrast to the contradictory results
obtained with the dipped rooted cuttings,
treatment of the unrooted cuttings before
sticking them into the sand (step 6), when
used exactly as recommended has heen consist-
ently safe and effective., Growers who expe-
rienced root injury from dipped rooted cut-
tings are enthusiastic about the results ob-
tained from dipping unrooted cuttings. The
practice of dipping The unrooted cuttings be-
fore you put them into sand should therefore
Eg contlnued,

S8imilar inconslstencies have developed
with geranium-cutting treatments. Although
tens of thousands of unrooted cuttings have
been given the complefe dip treatment with no
apparent Iinjury, some injury has been reported
from dipping rooted outtings. Here agaln we
suggest that The complete dip of the rooted
cuttings be used only in a trial way until we
can determine the causes of the reported ine-
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