
Short Takes
Jim Boodley

Tuberous begonia seeds sown now will produce
heavy plants for next summers early sales. Use one pari
leaf mold, one part peal moss, two parts sand, as a prop
agating medium, making sure that it is well drained. A
lemperature of 65 to 70° F. is necessary for good germina
tion of these seeds. Tuberous begonias can be started later
if the plants are grown from tubers or tuber divisions.
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Here is an interesting item that someone might like
to duplicate. This steam-sterilizing potting bench is used
by Kurt Weiss of Otto Mullers in East Meadow, Long
Island. He steams his soil, pots, flats, shovels, etc., right on
the bench by raising the sides and putting a tarpaulin
over the top. In this way, he has a sterile potting bench
and everything else that is used is sterilized also. Our
thanks to Harry Fries for sending this one in.

Keep close check on the azaleas in storage and do not
let them dry out. The water requirements of azaleas in
storage are not as great as when they are actively growing
in the greenhouse, however, they are much more sensitive
to deficiencies and accesses of water. Be sure that the
plants are not allowed to dry out while in storage other
wise, severeleaf drop may occur. Do not keep them overly
wet, either, as the same situation may occur. If the plants
are being held for late forcing, and they are stored in a
cool greenhouse, be sure to use some shade on the house
to prevent reddening of the foliage and leaf drop. Check
the plants occasionally to see that no insect pests may be
present. Although the insects may not be feeding as vig
orously as they would in a greenhouse, they will still be
doing damage. Use appropriate materials if you should
find any on the plants.
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We keep hammering on the same theme, but a re
minder is always helpful, nevertheless. If the shading
compound has not been thoroughly cleaned from the
glass, get out and do it now. Your plants will need all the
light that they can get for making good growth. Get the
house as clean as possible, as soon as possible.

Watch the watering on the poinsettias. Do not keep
them overly wet. since at this time they take longer to dry

out than they did earlier in the season. Over-watering is
conducive to root rot. Keep the temperatures up also and
do not try to run them cool, as this is dangerous. An ab
solute minimum of 62° is needed and 65° is a better min

imum night temperature to maintain. Nitrogen fertiliza
tion is important now that buds have set and bract devel
opment will be taking place. Good nitrogen levels impart
a bright red color to the bracts and make the plants more
desirable than starved looking poinsettias.

Flashing Light
At the Connecticut Florists Short Course it was re

ported by Dr. Sid Waxman that two seconds of light
every minute during the night would keep chrysanthe
mums vegetative. The response of the plants to the flash
ing light was the same as those which were given four
hours of light in the middle of the night. Assuming ap
proximately a twelve hour dark period, this would mean
about 24 minutes of light or electricity per night as com
pared to 240 minutes, a saving of about %0.

This would also mean that you would need about Vqq
of the amount of power coming into your greenhouse for
lighting of chrysanthemums. A special time could be con
structed that would allow, for example, with one normal
circuit the lighting of 30 benches. That is lighting one
bench for two seconds and moving to the second bench
and the third bench and so forth.

The saving appears to be very large. We are planning to
have a demonstration of this at the Florist Short Course
this January. We suggest that you try this on one bench
and see how it works. If you wish more information,
write to Professor Sid Waxman, Department of Horticul
ture. Connecticut University, Storrs, Connecticut, or to
us. R-W.L

Lilies
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sufficient to last until the crop is sold provided you've left
at least % inches between the lop of the pot and the soil
surface to act as a water reservoir.

Aphids can also be controlled with sulfotepp (dithio)
smokes, lindane sprays or aerosols and malathion sprays
or aerosols. When spraying be sure to get the material
down into the growing tip as this is where the aphids are
located.

Remember, insecticides can kill you too so be sure to
follow the directions on ihe label and wear protective
clothing.

Miscellaneous

Proper temperature control will do more to determine
the finishing heights of lilies than any other factor. The
use of lights will speed maturity of the crop but does
cause undue stretching of the stems.

Should the bulbs arrive before you are ready to plant
do not store them al warm temperatures. Place the crate
in a 3540° refrigerator until ready to pot. Storage at
warmer temperatures nullifies the precooling effect.

For more on the miscellaneous factors affecting lilies
consult your New York State Flower Growers Bulletin
Number 155. November 1958.


