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FLOWER BUD BLASTING IN AZALEAS

Recently, considerable flower bud
^blasting in azaleas being forced in

the spring months was observed in the
Half Moon Bay area. The probable cause
of the problem was traced to a hot spell
in October of the preceeding year.

Records from the Half Moon Bay weather
station disclosed that the temperatures
in August and September were moderate
but a five day hot spell occurred in
late October. The plants could have
suffered severe water stress to the

point of damaging the vascular system.
According to Dr. Harry C. Kohl, Chairman,
Department of Environmental Horticulture,
if the vascular bundles collapsed in the
immature stem area just under the develop
ing flower bud, this constriction could
express itself in the early spring by
bud blasting and failure to develop
properly.

It is important for growers to remember
that we are generally good for a hot spell
in this area in the fall. Whenever the

l^situation arises, it would be a good idea
9 to reduce water stress by such techniques
as shading, frequent syringing of foliage,
and any other methods of reducing water
loss by raising the humidity.

R. H. Sciaroni

FUMIGATION OF STRAWFLOWER PLANTINGS

Strawflowers in San Mateo County are
plagued by several very serious pests.
Dr. Bert Lear, Nematologist, has
identified three species of nematodes
that are possibly parasitic on strawflowers
Dr. Robert Raabe, Plant Pathologist,
reports that Verticillium wilt is present
in practically every planting. In
addition, garden centipede is a real
pest in some areas. All of this adds

up to unthrifty plants and reduced yields.

At our suggestion William Miller, Coast
Wholesale Florists, Montara, tried pre-
plant fumigation with a mixture of methyl-
bromide and chloropicrin. The mixture
was applied by tractor-drawn injector
and the treated area mechanically covered
with a polyethylene tarp at the same time.
Miller reports outstanding results in
control of the above mentioned pests and,
in addition, excellent weed control.
His flower harvest has improved so much
that he plans to reduce the acreage
planted. How about that? Consult your
farm advisor for additional information.
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PESTICIDE RECOMMENDATIONS ... Our suggestions for peat control or* based on the beat information currently
available for each pesticide listed. If followed carefully, they should result in satisfactory control. To obtain th«
best results, follow the directions carefully with respect to dosage levels, number of applications and minimum
interval between applications. The grower is responsible for residues on his own crop as well as for problems
caused by drift from his property to other properties or crops.
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