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FOLDING TO REDUCE HEIGHT

OF TALL POINSETTIAS *
by Dr. John W. Mastalerz
Department of Floriculture

Waltham Field Station

Figure 1. Folding operation for reducing height of tall poinsettias.
Length of fold governed by height of finished plant.

Folding the stems of poinsettias to reduce the height of
tall plants delayed flowering approximately three days but
did not affect bract diameter. Growth from October 1 to De

cember 3 (after folding) was reduced six inches (20 per cent)
because of the folding operation when compared to unfolded
plants.

Quality was similar for both treatments except for height.
Unfolded plants at the time of flowering were 40 per cent

taller than folded plants although the folding operation origi
nally reduced the height of the plants 50 per cent.

Tall plants were folded by crushing approximately two
inches of the stem in one plane above the woody region at
the base of the plant. After crushing, the stem was folded
over the forefinger with care to avoid snapping the stem. The
crushing and folding operations were repeated at another
point on the stem above the original fold. The position of
the second fold was determined by the height desired for the
finished plant.

The folded stem was maintained in position by tying to the
main shoot. Because of the rigidity of the folded plants,
staking was unnecessary. The completed operation is illust
rated in Figure 1.

All leaves reversed by the folding operation naturally re
turned to their normal position in approximately 5 to 7 days
after a twisting of the petiole occurred. No wilting was
observed and few to no leaves dropped because of the fold
ing operation.

The data of height, bract diameter, date of flowering, and
growth after folding are presented in Table 1. The figures
represent the average of six plants per treatment. Rooted
cuttings (Improved Albert Ecke) grown in six inch pots to a
single stem were planted in sterilized soil on August 5,1952.
The plants were fertilized every two weeks with a solution
of V2 pound potassium nitrate and V2 pound ammonium nitrate
per 50 gallons and grown with a normal daylength until flower
ing. Although these plants were folded on October 1, the
date of folding did not appear to be a critical factor from
observations of other folding dates.

* Cuttings obtained from stock plants donated by Paul Ecke,
Encinitas, California.
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RANDOLPH A JESTER

NOTES FROM THE DEPARTMENT

of

FLORICULTURE AT AMHERST

By Prof. Clark L. Thayer
Head of Department

Randolph A. Jester has recently been appointed to the
position of Instructor in Floriculture at the University. He
comes to us highly recommended by men at Virginia Poly
technic Institute from which he was graduated in 1950 and by
men at Rutgers University from which he received the degree
of Master Science in Floriculture in 1952. Formerly he held
a position with the State Department in Agriculture in Cali
fornia and reported for his duties at Amherst on September 15.

In addition to his collegiate training Mr. Jester has had
practical experience in commercial greenhouse work and has
also been employed by Blackistone Inc., retail florists in
Washington, D. C. He was in military service from February
1943 to February 1946, being assigned to the Air Corps in
the fields of radio and radar mechanics.

Mr. Jester takes the place of two half-time instructors,
William L. Ives and Richard K. Cornfoot. Mr. Ives received

his Master of Science degree in Floriculture in June and is
now in business with his father, Leonard B. Ives, President

of the M. F. G. A. Mr. Cornfoot, who was graduated in 1953
with the rank of 2nd Lieutenant, is now in the service and is

now in the service and is stationed at Charleston, North

Carolina.

Charles W. Dunham, a previous Instructor in the Department
who went on leave of absence September 1, 1952, will not

return to the University having accepted a position in the
Department of Horticulture at the University of Delaware. He
will receive the Doctor of Philosophy degree from Michigan
State College this fall.

The new conservatories are approaching completion and
within a few weeks will be ready for the transfer of plants
from the old Durfee Plant Houses. It has recently been de

termined that the houses will be under the control of the

Department of Floriculture rather than cooperatively with
Department of Botany.

FOLDING POINSETTIAS -

(Continued from Page 1)

TABLE 1. Height and days to flower of folded and unfolded
poinsettia plants. Variety - Improved Albert Ecke

TREATMENT

Check

Unfolded Folded

Height in inches at time of
folding 35.6 34.9

Height after folding 17.4

Height at flowering 60.4 36.2

Growth in inches after folding
(Oct. 1 to Dec. 3) 24.8 18.8

Bract Diameter in inches 16.6 16.5

Days to show color 40.0 44.7

(From October 1)

Days to flower 61.0 63.2

(From October 1) Nov. 30 Dec. 3

PERENNIALS AS COMMERCIAL

CUT FLOWERS

by Prof. S. Church Hubbard
University of Massachusetts

(Concluded from last Issue)

3. - Lilies offer some difficulties in shipping, but usually find
a good market. Three to five flowers on a stem is the
most desirable size. While many species will produce
more, this can be controlled by correct cultural practices.
Lillium candidum, the Madonna lily, - especially some of
the newer hybrids such as those of De Graaff, L. regale
and its hybrids, and speciosum have been used for years.
L. testaceum, the Nankeen lily, is also good. Some of the
centifolium hybrids, if segments are not too broad and
flowers not bowl-shaped, also offer possibilities. L. Henryi
for August and September, if correctly handled, is a good
bet.

4. - Heliopsis incomparabilis, Summer Gold, with its 18 - 24™
stems, long flowering season, and excellent shipping
qualities, offers a good golden yellow during midsummer.
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