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1. Your Specialist in Floriculture and Editor of the Florogram is still recuperating from
his back operation. I would judge that I might be back to work full-time by the 1st of
August. The many cards from friends and growers have been greatly appreciated.
It isn't until one is sick and confined that he realizes the full value of such messages.
Again, many thanks for the kindness shown to me during my illness. Thanks also
to Frank Campbell, Dr. William Rosenau and Thiurston Handley for sending out
the soil reports and carrying on the Extension program during my absence.

2. GLADIOLUS

a. WEED CONTROL:

Soil Conditions - For control of weeds the soil should be at fairly moderate levels of
moisture and it should be settled by either a good rain or by 1/2" of irrigation.
Brushing with a broom or brush is only second best.

Chemicals to Use - When planning to hill later, use Dinitro early, 6 qts. /acre
after planting followed by Karmex DW (1-1/2 lbs. /acre) as a directed spray. When
not planning to hill later, Karmex DW 1-1/2 lbs. /acre and be used early after
planting as a pre-emergence.
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WARNINGS - 1. When applying Karmex DW, , agitate the material constantly.
2. Karmex W does not have as long lasting effects on control of weeds

as DW has.

3. Karmex DW should not be used twice in the same season, that is,

an early application followed by a later application as a directed
spray. Karmex amy accumulate whereas it is reported that there
is no residual effect on the soil from Dinitro.

4. Dinitro will burn gladiolus it tips show and it may drift to other
crops to cause serious damage.

Amount of Chemicals to use for Weed Control:-

DINITRO Amti of Water Area to Cover

1 tablespoon 1 quart 100 sq. ft.
10 tablespoons 2-1/2 gallons 1000 sq. ft.
6 quarts 100 gallons Acre

KARMEX DW

1/2 teaspoon 1 quart 100 sq. ft.
2 tablespoons 2-1/2 gallons 1000 sq. ft.
1-1/2 lbs. 100 gallons Acre

Must agitate constantly.

b. GLADIOLUS CPRM TREATMENT FOR CONTROL OF DISEASES

1. Thiram plus dieldrin dust (Examples :-Delsan A-D Seed Protectant;Panoram
D-31)

Dust corms so that they are thoroughly covered before planting.
Research shows that this treatment should control Fusarium yellows,
bacterial Scab, and Curvularia Rot.

OR

2. New Improved Ceresan
Soak corms 15 minutes in a 2 pounds per 100 gallon solution. Add 10 fluid
oz. spreader-sticker.

Reports from Canada indicate that this treatment may be satisfactory where
Curvularia Corm Rot has been a problem. Partially dry corms; then plant
immediately.

Where Stromatinia (Sclerotinia) has been a problem, try the new fungicide
Botran applied as a 4% dust to the corms. This gave excellent results in
Illinois.

c. CONTROL OF INSECTS

Thrips: Spray or dust plants every 10 days with DDT or Lindane. Because of
the inability of gladiolus foliage to hold sprays, dusting may be more effective
for this crop. Use strengths recommended by the manufacturer.
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d. FERTILIZER FOR GLADIOLUS

Apply first application when crop is 8" to 12" tall by adding 1/2 lb. of a 5-10-10
on each side of a 100 foot row of crop. Avoid fertilizers having high analysis
of organic nitrogen as nitrogens of this type favor diseases of the corms. A
second application may be added 3-4 weeks later at the same rate.

3- GERANIUMS: Suggestions for a Programmed Disease Control for Production of Cuttings
of Plants

It is hoped that we shall have another school for the geranium growers this fall. In the
meantime we would like to make some suggestions for your consideration for the
production, particularly of rooted cuttings.

1. Select benches for propagation and stock plants away from other areas of
geranium production.

2. Examine the bench to see that adequate drainage is provided.
3. Sterilize the benches and the soil before planting in the stock plants.
4. Add perlite, sand, or peat moss as needed to give good soil structure.
5. Plant in pathogen free stock plants and handle only with hands thoroughly washed.

Penn. State recommends a rinse for the hands of LF-10 used at the rate of
3 ozs. to 5 gallons of water.

6. Keep the blossoms pinched off at all times. Flower petals dropping down on
leaves provide good sources of Botrytis blight infections.

£^ 7. Spraying of stock plants every week or ten days helps to keep disease at ~a min
imum. Suggest that you alternate on two chemicals:-Captan 50% WP, 1-1/2 lbs.
to 100 gallons or Zineb 75% WP at 1-1/2 lbs. to 100 gallons.

8. Avoid any overhead watering at any season of the year. Spaqe plants out well
and vent properly to keep humidity down.

9. Fertilizing the Plants - Feed judiciously - enough to keep plants growing moderately
but not enough to produce soft growth. Such cuttings usually get diseases dev
eloping in the propagation bench.

10. Hang the hose so that it never comes in contact with the ground.

SUGGESTIONS AND PRECAUTIONS ON TAKING CUTTINGS AND DEVELOPING THE PLANT

1. Wash hands thoroughly, rinse in LF-10 at rate of 3 ozs. to 5 gallons of water.
Your hands should always be clean and it would be well to rinse hands in LF-10
in going from one variety to another.

2. After pinching or taking cuttings, spray the plants immediately with either
Captan or Zineb as recommended above.

3. Any cuttings taken should be cut with a sterilized knife. How often? - Some say
between each plant and others say between each variety.

4. Place cuttings in a flat lined with clean paper or polyethylene.
5. Stick cuttings either in sterilized media such as sand, perlite or root directly

in clay pots having sterilized virgin soil. Such pots should be set on boards and
not on moist soil.

4. RESULTS OF USING CHEMICALS TO CONTROL HEIGHT OF OUTDOOR HARDY

CHRYSAN THEMUMS

Many hardy chrysanthemum varieties grow too tall for marketing. Last summer we


