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Control of Taxus Weevil that may Attack Cyclamen, Primrose or Kalanchoa f/^\

A recommendation that has worked out very well in the past is to add 1/4
teaspoon of arsenate of lead to each 6" pot of soil* If this is applied at the
time shift is made, it will reduce the infestation. .This dosage has controlled ,
the grub well if applied directed at the base of the corm of the cyclamen. Sev
eral complaints have come to us that chlordane has given injury, particularly
to small plants. If it is applied right, using the dosage of 3/4 - 1 lb. to
100 gallons or 1 tablespoon per gallon, there should not be any injury. How
ever, it is suggested that you try out this dosage of chlordane on a small number
of plants to test it out for yourself.

Kalanehoe, Crassula and Boston Fern are very susceptible to injury by many
of the new insecticides. We have applied DDT as a wettable powder on these plants
in several applications during the winter with no serious injury. It may be more
harmful in hot weather. The emulsion formulation is more injurious. Use the soil
treatment on these plants.

GROWING SNAPDRAGONS AT 60° DURING THE WINTER MONTHS

Frequently we are asked to recommend flowers that could be grown along with
a winter crop of chrysanthemums. William Duffet of Yoder Brothers of Barberton,
Ohio, reports in GROWER TALKS, Vol. 24, Number 3 for July, 1960 that some of the
new varieties of snapdragons grown at 60° F with chrysanthemums gave very im- ^
pressive results. You may want to try them out but do so only on small scale J
until you learn what the new varieties will do for you under your greenhouse con

ditions. Mr. Duffet also found that these varieties matured in about the same

time that it took for a single stemmed chrysanthemum crop. Quoting from a para
graph in his article, "Our observation showed that the quality was as good and
frequently better than we were producing with the winter varieties in other houses
at 50° F. We had no wilt problems at 60°F; the warmer soils and more rapid drying
out appeared to correct this problem. Very little or no grass produced. Stems
were solid and firm. Keeping quality and color were outstanding. The same lights
used on mums were allowed to hit the snaps. The lights seemed to improve and ac
celerate the flowering."

Mr. Duffert found the following list to be the best varieties under his con
ditions:- Virginia (paper white); Kentucky (light pink); Colorado (yellow);
Tennessee (red) and the Potomac variety of yellow which flowered much later.

Suggested sowing dates for winter flowering:-

SOW BENCH START FLOWER FLOWERING COMPLETE

Sept. 7 Sept. 28 Jan. 18 Feb. 8
Sept. 14 Oct. 12 Feb. 8 Feb. 22
Sept. 28 Oct. 26 Mar. 7 Mar. 28

WARNING! Because this research is of a preliminary nature, growers should try ^
this growing of snaps at 60° F on a very limited scale only. With the _i
shipments of chrysanthemums arriving from the South and West and at the
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/ prices they get, it might be well to consider this as an alternative
\t& plan of production to meet the changing times.

CULTURAL SUGGESTIONS FOR POINSETTIA PRODUCTION

The Ecke organization has prepared a new manual on production of the poin-
settia. A copy for your own reading may be obtained by writing to: Paul Ecke,
Inc., Encinitas, California.

The general situation on the stock plant is that about 25% of the plants
failed to start growth at all. Some plants were slow to get off and others show
ed the crippling effect on the first growth but when pruned off, the resulting
shoots appeared to be quite vigorous. All of this, of course, has delayed the
development and production of cuttings. A few of the layer producers of cuttings
have concelled their orders or are taking orders only if they have cuttings avail
able. Just what the over-all effect will be is pure conjecture at the moment.

The Ecke firm in some instances has replaced the lost plants with rooted
cuttings direct from California. Growers short on cuttings have indicated that
they may pinch to make up for reduction in number of cuttings.

Suggestions for cutting dip from Ecke:-

2 lbs. captan )
1/2 lb. Terrachlor ) to 100 gallons

^ 9 oz. Agrimycin 100 )

Agitate thoroughly for captan and Terrachlor may settle out - and remem
ber, this is only a dip. Soaking the cutting with this much Agrimycin might
cause serious injury to the rooting and future growth of the cutting.

Suggestions for drench after potting or panning from Eckes:-

1. 1 1/2 fluid oz. Panodrench to 100 gallons

Make 3 applications after panning at 2-week intervals.

2. 1 lb. of Terrachlor ) to 100 gallon8
2 lbs. of captan )

Agitate thoroughly while applying,and spray plants well, so that the stem
as well as soil surface is covered.

Two year tests at Waltham showed excellent results with Phaltan when substi
tuted for captan for root rot control at 2 lbs. per 100 gallons of water at rate
of 1 pint per square foot.


