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How to Get Annual Seedlings Off to a Good Early Start

1. Purchase seeds from a competent and reliable seed house. If old
seeds are used, it would be advisable to germinate a portion of them early
in the season to see how well they are germinating. This may save valu
able time. Seeds having high germinating ability usually produce
vigorous seedlings.

2. Proper preparation of seed bed. The mix for most soils should

be 1 part peatmoss, 1 part coarse sand and 1-2 parts loam. Add super
phosphate and lime - a 3 inch pot of each if needed, to 3 bushels of soil.
A soil test will indicate whether soluble salts are low or not and the

general nutrient level. The soil should be sterilized at 180°F. for one
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hour. Be sure to use a thermometer and store soil where it will not become

contaminated.

3. Fresh or dried manures create soluble salt problems as well as an
accumulation of ammonia after sterilizing. A soil test after sterilizing
will indicate whether there would be any problems developing from the
manure.

4. Seeds need good oxygen supply - a soil may become crusted to
exclude oxygen or may be packed too tightly because of poor structure.

5. Plant seeds at proper depth.

6. Avoid keeping seedlings too long in the dark to cause stretching.
Even if kept for a few extra hours in the dark, it may cause severe stretch
ing. The snapdragon is very sensitive to this condition.

Suggestions for Sowing Small, Fine Seeds

1. Use a 6 or 8 inch bulb pan or small flat.

2. Have an inch of drainage in bottom. Flat or containers should
have holes for water to drain off.

3. Fill to 1/2 inch of top with fine, fibrous soil containing equal
amounts of sand, soil and peatmoss. Sterilize. ^

4. Place 1/8 to 1/4 inch of horticultural grade vermiculite on top
of the soil.

5. Water from below to allow capillary action to moisten soil and
vermiculite.

6. Then sow seed carefully into moist vermiculite. Tap lightly to
settle seed into it.

Suggestions for Sowing the Larger Seeds

1. Use seed flat and place drainage of crushed stone or other coarse
material in bottom of flat. Flat should have plenty of holes in bottom for
the water to drain off.

2. Fill flat to top with fine, fibrous soil using 1 part sand, 1 part
peatmoss, and 1 or 2 parts good loam.

3. Slightly firm and mark off rows 1 inch apart with edge of an 8
inch pot label to a depth as deep as the thickness of a pencil; deeper for
larger seeds and more shallow for small types.

4. Sow seeds sparsely into these rows.


