
weeds as mustard, radish, and
shepherd's purse. They cause var
iegation ("breaking") of flowers,
which is expressed as white
blotches and streaks in the petals.
Flowers so infected are culls. The
extent of the disease often is not
evident until plants flower. By this
time, it is too late to take corrective
measures, since flowers formed
after infection will show variega

tion. Therefore*, early aphid con
trol in stock plants grown for cut
flowers is important. Pirimor®
(pirimicarb) may prove helpful in
reducing loss of column stock due
to variegation.

Pirimor® is not registered for use
on column stock at this time. These
experiments were conducted to pro

vide information that may assist in
extending registration of this
chemical for use on column stock.
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IMPORTANCE OF COVERAGE WHEN APPLYING
GROWTH RETARDANT A-REST®

Tokuji Furuta. Extension Ornamental Horticulturist, Riverside; Richard G. Maire, Farm Advisor,

Los Angeles County; and Ruth Coleman, Staff Research Associate. Riverside

A sufficient volume of spray is im
portant when applying A-Rest®.
This was demonstrated by an ex
periment with eight azalea vari
eties. The plants had been pruned
and new shoot growth was approx
imately lk inch long at the time of
treatment (May 15, 1975). The
growth-regulator application was
made on the morning of a cloudy day
at a temperature of 65°F.

'A spray of one part A-Rest® and
one part water was applied at 30 psi
pressure from a small sprayer with
a Tee-jet® 650050 nozzle. Different
dosages were achieved by varying
the time the spray was directed on
to the plants (see table).

Representative plants of the vari
eties 'Mission Bells' and 'Con
stance' are shown in figures 1 and
2. Some of the shoots were not
retarded in the two low-dosage
treatments because apparently they
were not contacted by the spray
during application; the retarded

shoots appeared the same as those
retarded by higher dosages.

This study indicates that sufficient
spray must be applied to contact all
shoots in order to obtain uniform
retardation.

RETARDATION OF AZALEA GROWTH RESULTING

FROM DIFFERENT A-REST" DOSAGES

Treatment Spray time Dosage
number (sec./plant) (mg/plant) Results

1 0 0 Variable growth
2 0.5 0.167 Variable growth: some

shoots retarded

3 1.0 0.33 Variable growth; some
shoots retarded

4 2.0 0.66 All shoots retarded

5 4.0 1.32 All shoots retarded

''Fig. 1. Influence of varying length of spray time on effectiveness
of growth retardant on 'Mission Bells' azalea. Treatment.times per
plant were, left to right: top row — 1 second, 0.5 second, and 0
second (control); bottom row — 2 seconds and 4 seconds.

Fig. 2. Influence of varying length of spray time on effectiveness
of growth retardant on 'Constance' azalea. Treatment times per
plant were, left to right: top row — 1 second, 0.5 second, and 0
second (control); bottom row — 2 seconds and 4 seconds.


