
HORTICULTURE DIGEST
Department of Horticulture
University of Hawaii

Cooperative Extension Service
U.S. Department of Agriculture Cooperating

In This Issue: FLOWER AND NURSERY INFORMATION

No. 43, May 1978

TABLE OF CONTENTS

Page

Influence of Temperature on Flowering of
Leucospenmun cordifolium 1

Events 1

Control of the Hemispherical Scale, Saissetic
coffeae (Walker) on Birdsnest Fern .... 3

Available Publications 4

Retardants to Dwarf Abutilon 5

INFLUENCE OF TEMPERATURE ON

FLOWERING OF LEUCOSPERMUM

CORDIFOLIUM

Weekly harvest of selected plants of Leitco-
spermwn cordifolium at the Kula Station on
Maui and from a commercial planting were plot
ted against time to determine: 1) the number of
heat units* which accumulated between Sep
tember 1 and the time that 50% of the flowers

were harvested, and 2) the duration of the pe
riod during which the mid-50% of flowers were
harvested. Yield data from three seasons were

available from the experiment station plants.
Over these 3 seasons, the average heat unit re
quirement for 50% cut ranged from 1750 to
2500 with close agreement among years for
selected plants. Certain clones, however, had
great deviation due to a more or less continuous
flowering habit. The commercial planting had an
accumulation of approximately 2300 heat units
to the mid-50% harvest point during the 1976—
1977 season. Clonal differences were observed in

the duration of the mid-50% harvest period with
the most consistent plants across 3 years produc
ing half the crop in 22 to 60 days. A short peak
was more likely in January-February than earli
er or later in the season.

There were some differences among years, but
whether these were due to the weather or ad-

* o
Heat unit is defined as the difference between 40 F and the

daily average temperature for each day.

1

vancing maturity of the plants was not clear. In
1972-1973 an average of 2200 heat units were
needed to the start of the mid-50% harvest while

1750 heat units were needed in 1973-1974 and

1540 in 1974-1975. In 1976-1977, the com
mercial planting required 1750 heat units to the
start of the mid-50% harvest with another 550

to the mid-harvest (50% cut) point.

JoAnne Troy
Graduate Student

Department of Horticulture

EVENTS

EXPOR T FOLIA GE SEMINAR

As more of Hawaii's nursery production is be
ing grown for the Mainland market, the export
seminar sponsored by the Hawaii Association of
Nurserymen at the Hilo Lagoon Hotel in Hilo,
Hawaii on June 14-15, 1978 is most timely.

Ray Uchida, Conference Chairman, reports that
featured on the June 15th program will be two
outstanding speakers from California. Henry
Warren, Program Supervisor, Exclusion and De
tection Division of Plant Industry for the State
of California will outline the requirements for
shipping plants into that State. Speaking on the
mechanics of organizing and running a market

ing cooperative will be Dr. William W. Wood, Jr.
with the Cooperative Extension Service of the
University of California.

The Hilo area on the Island of Hawaii is rapid
ly becoming a major producer of foliage plants
for export. The program will therefore open
with a nursery tour on June 14. This will be
concluded with a steak fry at Wailoa Park.

The seminar on Thursday will feature topics
of concern to growers of plants for export.
These will include nursery certification, produc
tion of quality plants, transporting plants by air,
quarantine regulations, cooperative marketing,
producing acclimatized plants and problems of
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