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I. INTRODUCTION *J

In order to grow a crop of lilies successfully the
grower has to rely pretty largely upon his own experience.
However, we suggest several cultural details and prepare
a schedule based on several years* experience to guide
the grower to get in his crop in time for Easter. At the
present time we do not have the results of research to
guide the program for lilies as has been given for such
crops as the poinsettia or the chrysanthemum.

Variability in a crop of lilies may depend upon
several factors: Growing conditions in the field vary
from one place to another; the type of weather for summer
growing may have been different over the previous year;
temperature and moisture prevailing during the storage
period plays a very Important role; and then there is
variability from year to year of the amount of light that
this crop receives at the greenhouse.

II. The Economics of the Potted Lily for Massachusetts

The floricultural Industry of Massachusetts 1950-1960
has recently been prepared by Mr. R. A. Jester and Miss
M. A. Gongea of the Department of Floriculture at the Uni
versity at Amherst. The census in general points out that
this industry has had some changes during this period. The
major changes are in the shift in the proportion of cut
flowers to potted plants. In 1950 the figures show that
the cut flowers were about 60% of total production and pot
ted plants were 40%. The 1960 census figures would indi
cate that the reversal of this is the picture today.

In regard to comparison of crop ranking In Massachu
setts for 1949 and 1959, the census showed that there was
no change with the lily which ranked fourth for both periods.
The comparison of the wholesale value per unit for the 1949-
1959 showed that the value per unit for 1949 was $1.21 and
$1.42 for 1959.

To learn more about the economics of your florist
industry we suggest that you obtain from us at Waltham the
Progress Report #1 entitled "The Floricultural Industry of
Massachusetts 1950-1960".


