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ATTENTION

Due to the slow response for subscriptions as requested in the last issue of the

Flower and Nursery Report, further publication was withheld until new funding could

be obtained. With newly available support funds, the flower and Nursery report

will again be a free publication. All persons who sent in their subscription

checks will have the money refunded shortly. Thank you for your patience.

LACHENALIA AS A POT PLANT
Lyle E. Pyeatt*

Lachenalia is a tender bulb of easy
culture. A genus of about four dozen
species, it is little known in the United
States except by bulb fanciers. Natives
of South Africa, they resemble and are
related to hycainths.

The various cultivars of L. aloide

(L. tricolor) and L_ bulbiferum (L.
pendula) and their hybrids are the largest
flowered and the showiest so they offer
the most for Commercial container culture.

Their bulbs are 1 inch or more in diameter

with two or three fleshy, star-shaped
leaves, similar to those of tulip, that
are often spotted purple. The leafless,
12 inch stems have spikes or racemes of
tubular, pendulous, 1 to 1-1/2 inch
flowers. The two species, their cultivars
and hybrids produce yellow, orange or red

flowers that may be tinged or tipped with
red, claret or green. Well grown plants will
flower for a month or longer if the retai"
customer displays them in a
bright light.

Bulbs planted in August
will flower December to March

the cultivar and cultural

Lachenalia should be grown
greenhouse with a night temperature of about
45 degrees F. Plants will respond with
abnormally stretched leaves and stems if
temperatures are too warm or light intensity
is low. Such observations suggest that
forcing procedures, like those used on
lilies, may not be feasible, but this needs
to be tested experimentally.

Six to ten bulbs, depending on size, can
be placed in a 5 inch pot. They are planted

cool room in

or September
depending on
conditions.

in a cool
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planted with the tops of the bulbs barely
covered with soil. Newly potted bulbs
are watered in and placed in a cool,
darkened place while roots are forming.
When leaves appear they are benched and
grown on to flowering size.

If bulbs are retained for propagation
purposes, moisture should be gradually
reduced after flowering when the leaves
begin to turn yellow and wither. When
dried off, the bulbs can be stored in
their containers in a cool, dry place
until time for replanting.

Lachenalias are easily propagated from
the small bublets that are produced in
numbers around the base of the old bulb.
Such offsets will reach flowering size in
one or two years.

Since the botanical

this group appears to be
best to rely on wholesaler catalog
descriptions when ordering bulbs. Commercial
sources for lachenalia bulbs are largely to
be found in the Netherlands.

Advisor Santai/Cooperati ve
Clara County.

classification of
in disorder, it is

Extension Farm
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TOLERANCE AND POSTENERGENCE GRASS CONTROL IN ORNAMENTAL GROUND COVERS
C. L. Elmore, W. D. Hamilton and W. A. Humphreyi/

Weed control in ground covers has been
evaluated primarily to find safe,
effective herbicides prior to emergence
of the weeds. Herbicides and other

methods of control have been described

(Elmore et al, Weed Control in Ground
Covers, UC Leaflet 2782).

Once weeds have emerged in ground
covers few herbicides or methods are

available for their control. Hand weeding
is the principal method of postemergence
grass control. Contact herbicides, such
as ammonium sulfate or magnesium chloride
salts, are selective "on certain iceplant
species. Dalapon is registered for
selective grass control in ivy.

Tolerance and weed control studies

have been conducted in three California

locations to evaluate annual grass
control. The control of the perennial,
bermudagrass Cynodon dactyl on L), is being
evaluated in two locations [these tests
will not be discussed.

Davis Study
A postemergence study was initiated

January 28, 1980, on established
Carprobrotus edule (large-leaf iceplant).
The site was a roadside bank with well
established iceplant infested with Avena
fatua (wild oats).

The herbicides sethoxydim, RO 138895,
and dalapon were applied as a broadcast
spray 100 gallons per acre while
glyphosate was applied at 50 gpa.
Sethoxydim and RO 138895 sprays contained
surfactants at a concentration of 0.25%
v/v.

The ground cover was maintained with
sprinkler irrigation as needed. Crop
vigor was evaluated February 21 and March
3, 1980. Wild oat control was evaluated
March 3, 1980.

Results: As shown in Table 1, Sethoxydim
applied at the rate of 0.5, 1.0 or 2.0 lbs/A
R0 138895 at 0.25, 0.5 and 1.0 lbs/A and
Dalapon at 4.0 lbs/A did not adversely
affect Carprobrotus edule in this study.
Glyphosate applied at the rate of 0.5 and
1.0 lb/A severely injured C. edule as a
result of winter application.

Wild oats were controlled with a rating
of 7.0 or higher by all treatments except
R0 138895 at 0.25 lb/A.

TABLE 1. POSTEMERGENCE GRASS CONTROL IN ICEPLANT

rreatroent lb/A

C. edule

vigor-'
means of

4 plots

C. edule

vigor-'
means of

4 plots

Wild oats

Control-'
ratings,
means of
4 plots

sethoxydim ♦

X-77 10 ML/Gal
0.5

1.0

2.0

9.8^/
9.8

9.8

10.0^
10.0

10.0

7.8!/
8.8
8.8

R0 138895 +

ACR 4008
10 ML/Gal

0.25
0.5
1.0

9.5
9.3
9.8

10.0
9.8

10.0

6.3

7.8
10.0

dalapon 4.0 9.3 10.0 7.3

glyphosate
glyphosate

0.5
1.0

6.5

5.3

2.5

1.8

9.3

10.0

control -
9.8 10.0 0.0

1/ evaluations made 2/21/80

2/ evaluations made 3/3/80

3/ 10 a vigorous Carpobrotus growth
0 = dead plants

4/ 10 • complete control
0 » no control

Santa Clara Study
On May 13, 1980, herbicides were applied

broadcast on nine one-month old stands of
ground covers.
crusgal 1i) had
to establish a
newly planted

Barnyardgrass (Echinochloa
been overseeded on the area
uniform stand of grass. The
grass was in the seedling

stage when the herbicides were applied.
A second treatment was made on July 14, 1980

•^fii/


