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Many of you have seen this parasitic plant, consisting
of a tangled mass of tiny, orange, threadlike suckers and
tendrils. Dodder produces no green foliage, but bears
clusters of small, white flowers.

After dodder seed germinates, slender orange tendrils
reach out until they come in contact with some neighboring
host plant. Then they entwine themselves about the stem.
Since dodder is a true parasite, the tiny sucker-like stems
pierce the host stem deriving all their nourishment and
water from it, losing complete contact with the soil.

Method of Control

It is useless to attempt to disentangle the dodder from
the host plant, as new growth will occur if the smallest
piece is left attached. The only sure measure of control is
to root up the entire host plant or portion being attacked
and burn it immediately. No chemical herbicide can safely
be used which will not injure or kill the host plant.
Ammonium sulfate has been reported to kill dodder on English
ivy (CT. Ghse Newsletter #107, 9/81) but this treatment will
injure most plants. Thus the best method of control is
prevention. Select soil from a dodder-free area if
possible. If you do not know the soil source, properly
treat the soil if any dodder might be present.

Like any seed, dodder requires moisture to crack the
seed coat and start the germination process. Therefore, it
is essential that the soil pile be thoroughly and
uniformally moistened to assure complete germination of
dodder and other weed seeds. Normally, this moistening and
germinating process takes several weeks. During this time
it is important to turn the pile several times.

These figures indicate that the horticulture
industries generate more than twice that of the farm value
of dairy ($105 M), poultry ($82 M), other livestock ($5 M)
and miscellaneous crops ($13 M) combined.

A recent study of USDA economists Edmondson and
Schluter place farm-related employment in the state at
257,580. This is 16% of the state's total work force of
1,569,000 (1980) according to the Roper Center at UConn.
It would seem that the majority of these probably work in
horticultural industries.

Some of the above statistics are only

approximations. Anyone with access to more accurate
figures is urged to contact any Extension person.

The Connecticut Department of Agriculture, Marketing
Division has available plastic "Connecticut Grown" tags in
two styles ideal for bedding plants, hanging baskets,
nursery stock, etc. with space available to write prices and
plant variety. (Black markers will be included.) There is
also an option for having your name printed on the tag with
a minimum order of 10,000. Description and prices follow:
Master tag: Plastic 1" wide by 4" long white with logo in
two colors on one side, crease for easy insertion into soil.
Price: $8.50/1,000. Push-on-tag: Plastic, 3" long by 1
1/2" wide, white with logo in two colors on one side,
flexible and for attachment to limbs. Price: $27/1,000.
For further information or to obtain an order form, contact
Kathy Teveris at 566-3671, 566-4845.
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CONNECTICUT HORTICULTURE IS BIG BUSINESS

The horticultural industries of Connecticut have
total gross sales in excess of a half billion dollars.

The Connecticut Greenhouse Crop Production Task
Force maintains a running inventory of greenhouse
operations. From this, a value of $48 M was calculated as
a probable value. Since this figure is greater than
published figures, we began to wonder about the rest of
horticulture. A number of sources were contacted for
estimates of other horticultural industries. Their
estimates are as follows: (Some estimates are as old as
1982.)

Apples, pears and peaches
Arborists

Athletic facilities

Christmas trees

Florist supply firms
Florists, retail

Garden centers

(hardware excluded)
Greenhouse

Golf course

Home garden production
Landscape contractors
Nursery

Small fruits

Vegetables
Cemetery landscaping
City parks
Home lawns

Mushrooms

Sod

$ 12,000,000 (Kollas)
40,000,000 (Stephens,

Marrotte)
15,000,000 (Maintenance

only)
6,000,000 (John Olsen)
20,000,000 (Harper)
49,000,000 (1982,CT

census Data

200,000,000 (Carpenter)
48,000,000 (Koths)
25,000,000 (Maintenance

alone)
5,000,000 (Garden Way)

70,000,000 (Maisano)
45,000,000 (Corbett)
5,000,000 (Kollas)

30,000,000
7

7

7

7

7

(Ashley)

$570,000,000
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After weed seed germination, treat pile with heat or
chemicals.

Steam - 180°F for 1/2 hour.
Aerated steam - 140 F for 1/2 hour.
Vapam - 1 qt/100 sq. ft., aerate for 2-3 weeks

before planting; 3-4 weeks if soil is
cold or excessively wet.

Methyl bromide - 1-2 lbs/cu. yd., aerate 3-7 days
(Dowfume MC-2) before using.

Note: When using either of the above fumigants, follow
all label directions and precautions.
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ERRATUM

You may have noticed! The December issue, #124 was
labelled "October," the same as issue #123.

Don't worry. Our computer will not correct the error
but will recognize #124 as belonging in December.


