
Ideas For Creative

Use of Annuals

More and more frequently, we have been receiving arti
cles, information and sketches on creative ways to use
bedding plants.

In a series of articles to appear in the BPI News, we
would like to present some of these ideas either for your
use or to be passed on to your customers. Try some of
these ideas . . . they are sure to create interest as well
as increase sales.

THE BALTIMORE (CHARM CITY, U.S.A.) URN
Presented on the Woman's Angle
By Bud Gahs
Fantom & Gahs

Baltimore, Maryland

The "Baltimore Urn" is unique in that it makes a delightful
planter from an old worn out tire and rim. For years people
have been making a serviceable but unsightly planter out of
old tires by just filling them with soil. The ugly raw materials
are hardly detectable in this planter.

Here are the directions:

1. Start with almost any size tire (and rim), preferably very
worn and an average size (snow tires as the last resort
as they are hard to turn).

2. Lay the rim with tire on the ground with the inside of the
rim up.

3. With a piece of chalk, scribe a wavy line - about 12"
between waves - and waving from 3" to 4" from the rim.

4. Cut along this line with a linoleum knife or a sharp pen
knife (linoleum knife is safer and more efficient).

5. Turn the tire over.

6. Put your foot in the wheel and pull up on the outside of
the tire to turn the top part of the tire inside out.

7. It will form a vase shaped urn.

8. Paint the tire and rim with a matte finish outdoor latex
paint only. A dark green, red, or charcoal grey is fine.

9. Put covering (screening or small board) over axle and
lug holes to prevent gravel and soil from running out.

10. Fill bottom of wheel with gravel about one third, then fill
the rest with a top soil mix of soil peat and vermiculite.

11. Grow anything and everything you want from vegetables
to flowers to small trees.

12. Enjoy it.

Make A Petunia Tree

By William H. Carlson and
Nancy Anderson

Here are the materials you will need:

2-inch metal pipe, 8 feet long.

'/2-inch black pipe cut into the following lengths: 7 pipes, each
21 inches long; 5 pipes, each 12'/2 inches long; 3 pipes, each
VA inches long.

1/2 x'1/8-inch metal (for top holder).

VHnch metal to make the 15 "hoop" holders for the ends of
each pipe.

16 pots of cascading petunias . . .each pot to be approximately
12-inch (top diameter) planted with 6 plants (one in center,
5 around the edge).

Step one: Construct your frame, welding your bracket pipes as
indicated. Be sure to stagger each level of pipes as much as
possible, so the pots will not hang directly above one another.

Be sure the "hoops" at the end of each pipe are welded se
curely . . . 12-inch pots of petunias are heavy. The first level
of 7 brackets should be 35 inches above ground level; this
may seem high, but don't lower these brackets, as your cas
cading petunias will hang to within 8 inches of the ground.

Step two: Place your 16 pots of cascading petunias into the
holder "hoops", and watch your petunias develop into a traf
fic-stopping "tree" of color. Water as needed, using either a
trickle irrigation system or watering by hand. Fertilize with a
water soluble fertilizer as needed (similar to any container
plant). Pinch plants several times to produce a well-branched,
full-blossom tree.

Remember . . . select a sunny location for your petunia tree!

Another way to create a petunia tree: construct a wooden
"teepee" frame, anchor it securely, and cover with a "cone"
of chicken wire filled with sphagnum moss. Use small individ
ual pots of cascading petunias to fill in the tree.

Ninety-six cascading petunias and metal pipe combine to
create this traffic-stopping garden accent.
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This diagram illustrates one method of constructing a petunia
tree. Another way is to use wood and chicken wire.
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