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NEW AND/OR UNDER-USED ANNUALS 
John Erwin 

University of Minnesota 

It was my responsibility to select materials to be 
grown for the annual trial gardens at the University 
of Minnesota this year. Looking through the books 
on annual production I was amazed at the variety 
of plant material that is available which is not grown 
commercially. 

Our customers are 'crying out' of more variety. I 
took a half a dozen 4" potted Nemesia plants to a 
local greenhouse to allow them to finish the plants 
to see how they like them. Unfortunately, the sales- 
man did not know that the plant were to be kept and 
sold them ... for $4.50 a pot wholesale after only 4 
hours!! People 'snatch up'anything different. They 
want variety in their gardens. Offering new and/or 
unique annuals for customers could increase your 
sales. 

This year we decided to evaluate both existing popu- 
lar annuals and annuals that are under-utilized and/ 
or new annuals in the trial gardens. Some of the 
annuals that 'stand out' are listed below. Additional 
cultural information can be obtained by writing me. 
In addition to the annuals mantioned below, com- 
plete information of which plant materials did well 
in the trial gardens this year will be available this 
fall. 

fore, heavy feeding is not necessary. Dolichos 
plants prefer warm conditions (X55.F) and full 
sun. 

Latin Name - Lavatera trimestris 

Common Name - Tm/Rose Mallow 

Habit - Small plandshrub (2-3 feet tall) which 
blooms profusely from late-July to frost. Flow- 
ers resemble those of hibiscus, are 3-4" wide and 
are rose, pink (Silver Cup), or white (Mont Blanc) 
in color. 

Culture - Sow seed in mid-March after soaking 
seed overnight in warm water, i.e. about 6 weeks 
prior to marketing date. Seed germinate in 7-14 
days. Transplant seedlings to 4" pots after 2-3 
weeks. Fertilize plants with continuous liquid feed 
of 200-0-200 ppm (N-P-K) through the imgation 
water. Lavatera prefers high fertility but 
excessiver fertilization will encourage foliage at 
the expense of flowering. Grow in partial sun in 
moist, well drained and/or sandy soil outdoors. 
In general, Lavatera prefers moderate tempera- 
tures outside (55-8O.F). 

Latin Name - Dolichos lablab 
Latin Name - Rhodochiton atrosanguineum 

Common Name - Hyacinth bean 
Common Name - Purple Bell Vine 

Habit - The hyacinth bean is a vigorous vine (usu- 
ally to 15 feet) with purple tinted compound leaves 
composed of 3 leaflets. The plant has fragrant white/ 
purple flowers (3/4" long) which form flat maroon 
seed pods after fertilization. 

Culture - Germinate seed 4-6 weeks prior to mar- 
keting in northern climates. Soak seed overnight in 
warm water prior to planting. Germinate plants at 
constant 72-74oF medium temperature. Grow plants 
at constant 65-72oF. Provide a lattice for support. 
Plants will flower 16 weeks after being sown. Fer- 
tilize weekly with 100-0-100 ppm N-P-K through 
the irrigation water. Since hyacinth bean is a le- 
gume, it assimilates nitrogen into the soil, there- 

Habit - Hangindvining crop that produces flow- 
ers with a red downward hanging calyx with a 1 
inch long purple tubular flower hanging below the 
calyx. The calyx persists after the flower with- 
ers. Vines grow 10-15 feet long with time. 

Culture - Germinate seed in early March at con- 
stant 72-78oF medium temperature. Fresh seed 
will germinate in 7- 14 days. Older seed germina- 
tion is erratic and can take as long as 40 days. 
Transplant seedlings after 3 weeks into 4" pots. 
Fertilize young seedlings with 200-0-200 ppm (N- 
P-K) weekly through irrigation water. 
Rhodochiton grows well in full sun or partial shade 
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in moist well drained soil with warm temperatures enhances gemination) with a70-750F medium tem- 
(%5oF). perature. Transplant plants after 2-3 leaves have 

formed. Finish crop with a constant 68-72oF air 
temperature. Prefers warm semi-shady humid sum- 
mer conditions with protection from direct after- 
noon sun. Latin Name - Solanum jasm’noides 

Common Name - Potato Vine 

Habit - Upright vine best suited as a container 
plant with a pillar for support in northern gardens. 
In southern gardens, this annual can become a 
weed. Clusters of long-lasting fragrant white flow- 
ers are produced continuously throughout the sum- 
mer when plants are grown in full sun with warm 
temperatures. black flowers. 

Latin Name - Cuphea ignea 

Common Name - Firecracker Plant, Cigar Flower 

Habit - Mounded plant reaching 8-15 inches in 
height with narrow leaves and tubular orange and 

Culture - Germinate seed in December or Janu- 
ary in media maintained at constant 68-7OoF. 
Transplant seedlings to 4” pots after 2-3 leaves 
have formed. Grow plants on with constant 68- 
80.F. Growth will be slow unless plants receive 
warm temperatures. 

Latin Name - Heliotropium arborescens 

Common Name - Heliotrope 

Habit - Compact dark green leafed plant (2-4 foot 
final height) with fragrant white, lavender or dark 
purple flowers. 

Culture - Start seed 10-12 weeks prior to market- 
ing date. Germinate barely covered seed (light 
aids in germination ) with a 70-75oF medium tem- 
perature. Transplant seedlings to a 4” pot and fin- 
ish crop at constant 68-74.F air temperature. 
Grows best in rich well drained soil with morning 
sun. Direct afternoon sun is detrimental. Helio- 
trope prefer warm temperatures. 

Latin Name - Toreniafournieri 

Common Name - Wishbone Flower 

Habit - Highly branched compact plant that grows 
to 6-10 inches tall. Purple and/or pink flowers 
with a yellow blotch are borne in stalked clusters 
in leaf axils. 

Culture - Start seeds 8-10 weeks prior to market- 
ing date. Germinate lightly covered seed (light 

Culture - Start seed 8-10 weeks prior to market- 
ing. Seed germinate in 8-10 days when media tem- 
peratures are maintained at 75-78oF. Seed germi- 
nation requires light. Transplant germinated seed- 
lings to a 4” pot or in a hanging basket after plants 
are 2-3 inches tall. Maintain air temperatures be- 
tween 68-76oF. Pinch the shoot tip to encourage 
branching. Fertilize with regular applications of 
200-0-200 ppm fertilizer (N-P-K) supplied through 
the irrigation water. Plants can tolerate hot and hu- 
mid conditions. 

Latin Name - Kochia scoparia var. tricophylla 

Common Name - Summer Cypress, Burning Bush 

Habit - High, bushy to globe-shaped plant reach- 
ing 2-5 feet in height. The burning bush is grown 
for its foliage. Light green, narrow leaves are ex- 
tremely numerous on the stem and are almost hairy 
in appearance. Leaves turn purple-red in the fall. 
Flowers are inconspicuous. 

Culture - Sow seed 10 weeks before marketing. 
Germination requires 6-10 days when media is 
maintained at constant 72-75oF. Light enhances ger- 
mination. Transplant seedlings to a 4” pot after 2-3 
weeks. Kochia prefers warm temperatures (x55.F) 
and full sun. It is important that plants are not 
stressed during production to maximize leaf unfold- 
ing rate in order to achieve adequate height for sale 
as a 4” bedding plant crop. 

This year we 
decided t o  
evaluate both 
e x i s t i n g  
popular annu- 
als and annu- 
als t h a t  are 
unde r-u t i  I ized 
a n d / o r  new 
annuals in the 
trial gardens. 
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