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Randolph A. Jester has recently been appointed to the
position of Instructor in Floriculture at the University. He
comes to us highly recommended by men at Virginia Poly
technic Institute from which he was graduated in 1950 and by
men at Rutgers University from which he received the degree
of Master Science in Floriculture in 1952. Formerly he held
a position with the State Department in Agriculture in Cali
fornia and reported for his duties at Amherst on September 15.

In addition to his collegiate training Mr. Jester has had
practical experience in commercial greenhouse work and has
also been employed by Blackistone Inc., retail florists in
Washington, D. C. He was in military service from February
1943 to February 1946, being assigned to the Air Corps in
the fields of radio and radar mechanics.

Mr. Jester takes the place of two half-time instructors,
William L. Ives and Richard K. Cornfoot. Mr. Ives received

his Master of Science degree in Floriculture in June and is
now in business with his father, Leonard B. Ives, President

of the M. F. G. A. Mr. Cornfoot, who was graduated in 1953
with the rank of 2nd Lieutenant, is now in the service and is

now in the service and is stationed at Charleston, North

Carolina.

Charles W. Dunham, a previous Instructor in the Department
who went on leave of absence September 1, 1952, will not

return to the University having accepted a position in the
Department of Horticulture at the University of Delaware. He
will receive the Doctor of Philosophy degree from Michigan
State College this fall.

The new conservatories are approaching completion and
within a few weeks will be ready for the transfer of plants
from the old Durfee Plant Houses. It has recently been de

termined that the houses will be under the control of the

Department of Floriculture rather than cooperatively with
Department of Botany.

FOLDING POINSETTIAS -

(Continued from Page 1)

TABLE 1. Height and days to flower of folded and unfolded
poinsettia plants. Variety - Improved Albert Ecke

TREATMENT

Check

Unfolded Folded

Height in inches at time of
folding 35.6 34.9

Height after folding 17.4

Height at flowering 60.4 36.2

Growth in inches after folding
(Oct. 1 to Dec. 3) 24.8 18.8

Bract Diameter in inches 16.6 16.5

Days to show color 40.0 44.7

(From October 1)

Days to flower 61.0 63.2

(From October 1) Nov. 30 Dec. 3

PERENNIALS AS COMMERCIAL

CUT FLOWERS

by Prof. S. Church Hubbard
University of Massachusetts

(Concluded from last Issue)

3. - Lilies offer some difficulties in shipping, but usually find
a good market. Three to five flowers on a stem is the
most desirable size. While many species will produce
more, this can be controlled by correct cultural practices.
Lillium candidum, the Madonna lily, - especially some of
the newer hybrids such as those of De Graaff, L. regale
and its hybrids, and speciosum have been used for years.
L. testaceum, the Nankeen lily, is also good. Some of the
centifolium hybrids, if segments are not too broad and
flowers not bowl-shaped, also offer possibilities. L. Henryi
for August and September, if correctly handled, is a good
bet.

4. - Heliopsis incomparabilis, Summer Gold, with its 18 - 24™
stems, long flowering season, and excellent shipping
qualities, offers a good golden yellow during midsummer.

(Continued on page 3)
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5. - Liatris, shipped to market for many years, is still in
demand. Plants are good for five to six years if not cut
too hard. L. pycnostachia, scariosa, and especially
scariosa alba, are good.

6. - Buddleia, particularly some of the newer and more hardy
varieties. Peace and Fascination are two good whites.
Charming, a good pink, and a few of the older types have
proved profitable. Under some conditions the Buddleias
are not too hardy.

7. - Pyrethrum roseum hybridum has been produced for the
market for years, and many of the newer sorts are excellent.
The double or anemone types, as well as the large singles,
sell well. Eileen May Robinson, a large single pink;
Florence Shadley, double pink with 30" stems; Pink
Bouquet, and Purity are good commercial varieties.

8. - Shasta Daisies: Doubles are the best shippers. Variety
Esther Read is old but still good. Mt. Shasta and Marconi
are good doubles. The large singles are not good shippers.
With these, as with many other perennials, it is advisable
to build up a strain by selection and division.

9. - Iris: A few of the apogon, or beardless, group: I. Snow
Queen, (Iris Orientalis) white; I. Spuria Ochroleuca, white
standards with yellow falls. These are similar to the
bulbous iris in flower form, are good shippers, and excel
lent keepers. I. Monspur also has possibilities. I. Hexa-
gona-Fulva group-native to Louisiana, offers a wide range
of colors, especially in the pinks and coppery tones. This
iris is hardy as far north as the Michigan peninsula, but
to produce profitably in Massachusetts, it should be grown
in frames.

10. - Anemone Japonica offers one of the loveliest cut flowers.
They require cool night temperatures during the growing
season, and are therefore best grown in the Berkshires.

11. - Trollius, (Orange globe flower). These are simply a glori
fied buttercup with better color, and wonderful keeping
and shipping qualities. There are three different types:
the European, with its solitary yellow blooms on 12n- 15"
stems; the Asiatic, with 18"- 24 "stems carrying several
flowers; and the three to four foot Trollius Ledebouri with
much-branched stems and clear orange flowers.

The materials listed above are all marketed in dozen lots.

With the so-called "filler" materials, a standard bunch weigh

ing about one pound seems to be the best method of handling.

Listed below are perennials which have the necessary quali
ties to make good fillers:

Gypsophila Bristol Fairy is undoubtedly at the top of the
group. It has been profitably grown for several years in
many sections of the country. The old Gypsophila pani-
culata fl. pi. is the one commonly used for drying and is
best for such purpose.

Artemesia albula, variety Silver King, is used for its silvery
gray foliage, and is excellent either fresh or dried. Plants
remain productive for a number of years.

Archillea- ptarmica varieties with 18 stems.

Galium vernum, yellow bedstraw, offers 6" - 8 panicles of
small yellow flowers.

Statice latifolia, sea lavender, is used both fresh and dried.

Feverfew: A new one, Wallace-^ variety, is an excellent clean
white and fully double. This has proved quite hardy at
Batavia, N.Y., but in sections where winters are more or
less open, it may be severely injured.

Eupatorium coelestinum, hardy ageratum, is a good dark blue
for late summer.

Thalictrum: Glaucum and Fendleri are both yellow which
flower in late June and July.
Strange as it may seem, Clematis Mandschurica (one of
the shrub type) is a fine shipper and keeper.

Success of outdoor production depends upon geographical
and topographical factors as well as soil conditions. It must
be remembered that out-of-door growing under natural con
ditions, and greenhouse culture under an artificial environment
are quite different procedures. Rains frequently spoil the
fine-flowered fillers, and not much can be done about if.

Probably the most important factors in profitable production
are:

1. - Cutting at proper stage of development,
2. - Correct hardening and storage.

These are the two items about which very little is known.

Perennials have cut flower potentialities, and if well handled,
will be acceptable to the market.

Why not try a few?

S. CHURCH HUBBARD

University of Mass.

LEAF SCORCH OF CROFT LILIES

AND APPLICATION OF LIME

Dr. John W. Mastalerz

Department of Floriculture
University of Massachusetts

Waltham Field Station

Ground limestone added to the soil before potting was most
effective in reducing leaf scorch of Croft lilies. (Table 1)
Four applications of lime during forcing significantly reduced
leaf scorch only when no lime was added to the soil prior to
potting. Results indicated that in addition to regular fertil
ization with nitrogen, lime was necessary before potting to
reduce or prevent leaf scorch.

A field soil with a pH of 5.2 and low fertility was used to
pot 7 to 8-inch Croft lily bulbs on December 17, 1953. Soil
treatments were as follows: ff-1 - no lime added; #2 - no lime
added before potting, four applications (1 tablespoon per 6-
inch pot) of lime during forcing; #3 - two ounces of lime per
bushel of soil added before potting; #4 - same as ff-3 plus
four applications of lime during forcing; #5 - four ounces of
lime per bushel of soil added before potting; #6 - same as
#5 plus four applications of lime during forcing. Three re
plications per treatment with nine plants per replication were
grown in this experiment plus an additional four pots per
treatment for soil tests.

(Continued on Page 4)
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