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The demand for Impatiens has increased rapidly
during the past few years. Most bedding plant pro
ducers have met this demand through production of
plants by seeds. However, recently a few growers
have gone to producing Impatiens from cuttings.
The original stock plants are produced from seeds
but the plants are allowed to grow for cutting pro
duction. By producing plants from cuttings, the
grower has a little more flexibility in his scheduling
program. Cuttings can be taken, stuck direct, and
sold in 10-14 days late in the bedding plant season.

Some growers have had problems rooting Impa
tiens cuttings even though they root quite rapidly.
Impatiens cuttings to be rooted successfully must be
kept heavily shaded and moist for a few days after
sticking. The cutting should not be allowed to wilt
and dry out before it is stuck. Most are rooted
directly in pots or paks.

An inquiry as to the possibility of storing the
cuttings under refrigeration, similar to mums,
prompted the following trial. This would allow
growers to hold cuttings until needed.

Impatiens cuttings were taken from a red and a
white cultivar on 7/15. One hundred sixty cuttings, 80
of each cultivar, were placed in plastic bags, sealed
and placed in a refrigerator at 40°F (5°C). Each week
a group of 20 cuttings of each cultivar was removed,
allowed to reach room temperature and the ends recut,
Ten cuttings of each cultivar were stuck in paks con-

PEZZIZA: FRIEND, INDICATOR AND NUISANCE
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Many fungi abide in soils. Some are resistant
to heat and survive soil steaming. Some appreciate
a diet of cellulose. Pezziza ostrachoderma falls

into both categories.

A week or so after a greenhouse soil is pas
teurized, a fungal growth may begin to cover the
soil surface if it is left undisturbed. It begins as
white sporophores. As the spores begin to mature,
they turn yellow, then brown. If the spores are
pink, the fungus is a Pyronema sp. A puff of wind
will waft untold myriads aloft to inoculate soils for
miles around. This is an indication of overpas

teurization.

Greenhouse soils are generally steamed until
the soil temperature reaches 180°F (83°C) and
maintained at this temperature for a half hour.
Too often this is done by guess! and by golly! And
too often the "by golly" part is "too hot." When
the temperature is too high for too long, most of
the competitive soil microflora is killed allowing
Pezziza to grow unimpeded.

Pezziza is most adept at "eating" cellulose.
You may have seen it growing on the surface of
propagating blocks such as the Kys-Cubes in
Figure 1. These are manufactured at high tem
peratures and contain a lot of cellulose. They
make a favorite locale for colonization by Pezziza.
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Pezziza is a saprophyte. It lives on organic
material in the soil. It hasn't been known to

attack any living plant. Overpasteurization kills
beneficial bacteria that assist in reducing disease
by competing with pathogenic organisms. Pezziza
growth is an indicator of overpasteurization.

Figure 1. Pezziza sporulating freely on surface
of the propagation cube on the left.
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to name only two of the possibilities, is going to
necessitate equally large changes in the plant as
it struggles to acclimate. You cannot fool the
plant. It will accurately reflect exactly what
you have done to it.

All of these tilings, then, contribute to the im
portance of conditioning foliage plants before you
sell them. Simply holding them in a shaded green
house for two to four weeks before selling will help.
Then condition the customer by explaining the effects
of a change in environment on the plant. Your sales
should be more successful.

Suggested additional reading: (1) Acclimatization
of Foliage Plants. C.A. Conover. So. Florist and
Nurs., Vol. 88, #6, 9/19/75. (2) Light Require
ments for Foliage Plants. R.T. Poole and C.A.
Conover. Fl. Rev., Vol. 155, #4024, 1/16/75.


