
because of the air turbulence that occurs. A porosity of 45 to 55% supposedly is best. The wind
speed is reduced, but the pattern of flow is not affected. 01Flaherty reported that if the wind-
speed is cut in half, the danger of wind damage is reduced by a factor of 4. A 14' high greenhouse £r
requires a 10 to 12 foot high windbreak. Distance from the windbreak to the greenhouse is impor- Xi
tant. Twenty-five to 30 foot trees should be 100 to 200 feet from the greenhouse.

Dr. Klougart in Denmark strongly advocated increased yield as a counter measure to high fuel
costs. He questioned the economics of reducing light intensity 12 to 15% with a plastic inner lin
ing. He also reported that roses started at 59-61°F cost more to produce than roses started at 64-
65°F. He felt one of the most important developments caused by the oil crisis is the installation
of white shading curtains in the greenhouse, with a 20% fuel savings. (The curtains are used at
night.) Dr. Klougart believed it was psychology that made growers think a S1.5/sq. meter savings
was better than a production increase of $10/sq. meter.

In what ways can North Carolina growers save on fuel? We really aren't that much different
from northern Europe, except our days are much longer in the winter months. Some of our greenhouse
ranges would benefit if a windbreak was erected or planted. This is surely true at the higher ele
vations in the state. Cracked or missing glass, doors or ventilators that don't close properly, in
efficient boilers, faulty thermostats, are not rare occurrences in the greenhouse industry. Survey
your range for sources of wasted energy, correct those faults, and then start thinking of positive
ways to conserve fuel, without cutting down quality or production. I fear that some growers are be
ing "penny-wise and dollar-foolish" in their efforts to cut down on fuel consumption.

**********

Poinsettia Hanging Baskets

Roy A. Larson and Bobby G. Hilliard

Last year our poinsettia hanging baskets
attracted more attention and favorable comments
than any plants we have grown in our research pro
gram. They were quite easy to grow, but undoubt
edly cost more to grow than any other plants we
have tried before. We never did come up with a
good method of moving these plants to "market",
but several growers have described their shipping
designs for these popular novelty items.

We tried several varieties. The Hegg varie
ties particularly were suitable because of their
cascading growth habit. Most of the plants were
about three feet across, with 20 to 35 blooms
(Fig. 1).

We planted 7 rooted cuttings in each 10" hang
ing basket. Three cuttings were planted erect in
each basket, and four cuttings were planted in the
2" holes burned 1 1/2" down from the pot rim.
Black plastic was used to keep the medium in the
basket (Paul Ecke Poinsettias have illustrated

Fig. 1. Bobby Hilliard with one of the multi- these steps very nicely in their literature). The
bloom hanging baskets grown in the horticulture plants were propagated in late August, and potted
department greenhouses in 1974. and pinched in mid- to late-September. The plants

were generally grown under normal day lengths.
Cycocel was applied when the shoots were approximately 2" long. Osmocote was applied as a top
dressing after the plants were established. Calcium nitrate and potassium nitrate were applied
weekly, as wel 1.

c



Our plants did not have flowers cascading
below the basket, perhaps because of the higher
1 ocation of the holes on the sides of the bas

kets. We utilized them more as very attractive
centerpieces.

Growers should be careful where they hang
these baskets in the greenhouse. They will dry
out quite quickly, and plants below them can be
affected by the shade and the leachate from the
hanging plants.

The keys to successful culture of poinset
tia hanging baskets for us in 1974 were:

1. Proper selection of varieties.
2. Three high-quality cuttings on top,

four on the sides.

3. Well-drained medium (3 bark:! sand)
with adequate water and slow-release
fertilizer.

4. Cuttings potted in baskets and pinched
in mid- to late-September.

5. Night temperatures of 65° to November
15, then reduced to 62°.

6. Cycocel applied when shoots were about
2 inches long.

Fig. 2. Combination of Annette Hegg White
and Annette Hegg Marble. Propaga
ted August 26, potted and pinched
September 25. Plants were over
36" across with 38 blooms.

**********

Tina Warren-Schol

wi 11 be staying in
temperatures.

i

arship Recipient

NCSU Student Wins Scholarship

Mary C. Warren is a 1975 recipient of a $500 scholar
ship donated by the Joseph Shinoda Memorial Scholarship
Foundation. The announcement was made by Charles Hum,
president of the Foundation.

"Tina", as she is known in the department, is a major
in floriculture. She has just completed her junior year,
and has a B+ average. Her outstanding performance is not
confined to the classroom, as she also participated in
extra-curricular activities. She has been an officer and
very active in the Student Horticulture Club. She has
been secretary of the Agri-Life Council in the School of
Agriculture and Life Sciences, and will be editor of the
School newsletter in 1975-76. She is one of 4 girls who

the departmental greenhouses next year, to water on week-ends and maintain night

Tina is from Candler, N. C. Her floriculture advisor is Roy Larson.

***********

ZACHARIOUDAKIS BACK TO GREECE

John Zacharioudakis, a Master of Science candidate in the Department of
Horticultural Science at N. C. State University, will be returning to Greece
in late June. John has spent the last year here, working on chemical dis
budding of chrysanthemums for his thesis problem.

John is employed as a floriculture specialist by the Agricultural Bank
of Greece. His graduate studies were made possible by a scholarship pro
vided by the Greek bank.

The results of John's disbudding studies will be summarized in a later issue of the bulletin.

John's wife, VasiIlia, is in floriculture research in Greece. They have two daughters, aged
8 and 6.


