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SOIL TEST INFORMATION

It is necessary once again to renew the plea for information concerning crops
involved when soil is sent to the University for analysis. It is impossible to
provide intelligent recommendations if no information as to name and nature of the
crop involved is given* If the name of the crop is provided, the stage of develop
ment is often omitted* Recommendations for snapdragon seedlings benched for one
week will certainly vary from recommendations for snapdragons which will be cut
in a few weeks*

If a crop is not doing well and the 3oil nutrient levels are satisfactory,
further suggestions as to the cause of the difficulty often may be provided when
adequate background information has been furnished*

An additional factor is the use of automatic fertilizer proportioners in
the water line* If we are not informed of the use of such a fertilizing system,
our recommendations may be entirely in errors

Out-of-town florists especially are urged to furnish more information when
sending in soil samples so that our comments may be of more value to you* Infor
mation blanks designed to accompany soil samples sent to the University for test
ing may be obtained free of charge by writing to your editor.
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NEW PUBLICATIONS

The Sale of Flowers « * * Preference Factors and Merchandising Methods by
John Wo Early* This 23-page mimeographed publication describes the image of
floral products and their place in sales, reviews the literature on floral
marketing and makes recommendations for future marketing efforts© The publica
tion known as AE and RS16 is available from the Department of Agricultural
Economics and Rural Sociology, The Pennsylvania State University, University
lark, Pennsylvania•

Building and Using a Plastic Greenhouse by E» L. Moore and Kermit R© Ray
is a 12-page bulletin which includes a section on greenhouse operation for
tomato production*. The publication known as Bulletin 563 is available from
Mississippi State University, State College, Mississippi*.
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POINSETTIA CUT FLOWERS*

Peter B* Pfahl

The Pennsylvania State University

A preliminary study was set up to determine the best treatment to make
cut poinsettias last longero The poinsettias were cut from plants in the
University Floricultural greenhouseso

Three cut poinsettias 15 to 18 inches in length were used in each of 10
different treatments* Half of the treatments used flowers with all leaves on

the stem, and half used flowers with every leaf removed* The treatments were
as follows:
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Check—stems in regular tap water with all leaves attached*
Regular tap water with all leaves removed*
Warm water (75-90° F) with all leaves attached* *
Warm water (75-90° F) with all leaves removed*
Stem end singed with a flame and all leaves attached.
Stem end singed with a flame and all leaves removed.
Stems placed in boiling water for 30 seconds with all leaves attached.
Stem placed in boiling water for 30 seconds with all leaves removed.
Warm water (90° F) placed in a 35° F refrigerator overnight with all
leaves attached*

Warm water (90° F) placed in a 35° F refrigerator overnight with all
leaves removed.

The flower stems were placed immediately after cutting in mason jars of
water* They were all held at room temperature throughout the experiment except
treatments 9 and 10 which were in a refrigerator for 18 hours.

The results of the experiment are shown in Table 1.

As shown in Table 1, four treatments contained flowers in good condition 14
days after cutting* All of the flowers were dead in 18 days. Flowers in the
control group did not hold up even one day* Cut poinsettias will last longer
after being cut if all of the leaves are removed regardless of the treatment*

Table 1*—Condition of cut poinsettias under various treatments for fourteen days.

Number 3 Days 5 Days 6 Days 7 Days 9 Days 14 Days

1 Drooping Dead O O O 0 • e o • . * . . o • • •

2 Excellent Excellent Good Good Good Good

3 Excellent Excellent Good Good Good Good

4 Excellent Excellent Good Good Good Good

5 Good Fair Fair Fair Dead • * * *

6 Excellent Excellent Good Good Good Good

7 Good Fair Drooping Dead * * • • . * o .

8 Good Good Good Fair Drooping Dead

9 Drooping Dead c * e * * • • • * * * • • • o *

10 Drooping Dead • • • ♦ . o . . . • • • * • o o

This may not be practical for certain design work. Therefore, if the leaves are
to be left on the stem the best methods would be to place in about 90° F. warm
water or else singe the end of the stem with a flame. Placing the stems in boil
ing water for 30 seconds is satisfactory if the flowers need to last only a few
days.

It is advisable to tie the. flowers together in small bunches for the first
six hours to make sure the heads do not droop and break the stems*

From this preliminary study it does not appear wise to place the cut poin
settias in a 35° F refrigerator over night*

One of our biggest problems these days is working out solutions for the
solutions the last generation worked cut*

Some people are so busy learning the tricks of the trade that they don?t
learn the trade*


