
cussed. Chemicals such as Bonzi which have low solubilities in water
and which are very active at low concentrations, can remain active in the
growing medium for periods ranging from several months to years.

Spray droplet size affects the coverage and penetration achieved
with a chemical. The smaller the droplet size the greater the coverage
(more drops per square inch of leaf surface) and the greater the effect of
the chemical applied. However, extremely small drops (fog for example)
produce greater drift, take a long time to settle (hours) and require air cir
culation to achieve good penetration.

Crop coverage refers to the volume of spray material applied per
square foot of bench space. Crop coverage is critical. Be consistent. By
varying chemical concentration, plant spacing and volume of delivery
or coverage, a grower loses all means of comparison from crop to crop.
Apply one gallon of solution per 200 square feet of bench space. Bigger
plants, by virtue of greater leaf surface areas, will receive more total
chemical than smaller plants.

All or most of these factors interact, making potential effects dif
ficult to predict. Adequate recommendations do not always exist, and
label recommendtions fail to address many of these important considera
tions. As a result, the burden of testing cultivar/crop response to PGR
treatments is on the grower. Individual growers must evaluate the
response under their own unique conditions. Growers need to keep
accurate records and test plants on a limited basis in order to gain
experience and assess the factors which most influence crop response in
their greenhouse. Keep a record of each of the factors previously dis
cussed. Simple techniques, such as recording weekly changes in plant
height relative to a ruler or stake permanently placed in a pot, will help
the grower accurately gauge crop response to a PGR application over
time.

Potted Bulbs
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Potted spring bulb plants are being produced by many more growers
for the Connecticut markets. Tulip, daffodil, hyacinth and crocus are

the major bulb species produced. Potted bulbs fall into two distinct
categories-prefinished and finished. Prefmished are those that are
brought into the greenhouse to green-up (sprout) and are sold to be
forced by someone else. Finished plants are those grown by a single
grower from potting to flowering, such as a retail or small grower.

The following should assist the grower in identifying the
marketable stage of bulb development and in storing plants until sale:

Potted tulips: These plants must be marketed in the green bud
stage. They should not be allowed to show color, especially if they are to
be stored for any length of time. When storing tulips, water plants, then
treatwith a fungicide and storeat 33 to 35°F. Plantstreatedin thisman
ner can be held for two to three weeks.

Potted Hyacinths: These plants are marketed when the floral head
begins to show color. To store, no florets must be allowed to open.
Plants should be well watered, treated with a fungicide and stored at 33
to35°Fforupto twoweeks.

Potted Daffodils: These plants should be marketed in the goose-
necked stage of development. The pencil stage is preferred for storage.
Stored plants should be treated as tulips and hyacinths prior to storage.

Potted Crocus: These plants are ready for market when the first
flower begins to show color. Crocus should not be stored if they are
showing color. Stored plants should be treated as daffodils prior to being
stored.

Potted bulbs need to be handled properly to produce a marketable
crop. The grower should check potting, cooling and forcing schedules
provided by the supplier.


