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with a prediction of how widespread
their use will be.

“They have a place, which is areas
where live plants will not grow,” said
Jerry Soowal, East Marsh Nursery
Inc., Pompano Beach, FL. “They will
have some effect, but they won’t put
us out of business. Our business will
increase, because the market will
increase.”

Herb Koslow, Associated Crowers
Inc., Delray Beach, FL, beiieves that
because preserved plants don’t look
good when used alone, their use will
increase the demand for foliage.

“They don’t look good by them-
selves, but they look good when they

are used with live plants. They will
enable people to put plants where
they couldn’t go before, so they’ll
increase business,” Koslow said.

Barger also believes that preserved
plants are not going to replace live
materials, but they will provide an
alternative that is preferable to arti-
ficial plants because “Mother Na-
ture had a hand in their creation.”

“I would be more worried if I was
an artificial plant producer,” Barger
added.

One artificial plant producer isn’t
worried. Don Fisher, designer for
Perma Plant Inc., Philadelphia, PA,
has not seen Weyerhacuser’s product
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but carried preserved plants five
years ago.

“We got phone calls from custom-
ers saying they had dried out and the
dyes had drained out,” Fisher said.
Additionally, Fisher believes pre-
served plants are too fragile to com-
pete with silk plants. “I see the way
our plants are thrown around, and
preserved plants could never take
that. They become brittle.”

Mastick, who has a PhD in chem-
istry, also said preserved plants “may
very well harden as the glycerin
vaporizes.” (Although Barger would
not disclose if Weyerhaeuser’s pro-
cess involves glycerin, other processes



