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1) This September we had cooler and cloudier
weather than usual. That means the following:

a) The pH of our media probably increased
more than in previous years. We often start with
amedia pH of approximately 5.2. The media pH
usually increases over time due to the high pH of
your water (usually 7.8). After we reach a pH of
6.8 we have to acidify to maintain a pH between
6 and 7 for the remainder of the production time.
This year many poinsettia crops were still at a pH
of 5.5 in early October. The end result is that we
have had to increase media pH with hydrated
lime. Make sure you have soil tests done to sce
where you are at!

b) Ammonium levels have tended to in-
crease rapidly this September among growers
who use ammonium based fertilizers. This is
primarily due to the cooler greenhouse tempera-
tures we have had and the resulting slower rate of
plant growth. Be careful to check your ammo-
nium levels! Ammonium toxicity is character-
ized by a general decrease in the vigor of the plant,
a general yellowing of the leaves starting on the
leaf margin and aburning of the root tips. The best
solution is to leach.

¢) Growers have not been careful in main-
taining their grechouse temperatures during Sep-
tember. Too many growers heatbased on the time
of yearandnotthe need!!! The end result has been
the reduction in the leaf number prior to flower
initiation on poinsettias this year with many grow-
crs. This results in a decrease in overall plant
quality. Because of the lower Icaf number, some
of your crops may secm shorter than usual. Asa
result, you may have to reduce your growth retar-
dant applications and/or increase your day tem-
peratures to deliver a higher DIF to your crop to
achieve the final height you desire.

2} WatchforBotrytis problems on geraniums and
roses. Apply Benlate as needed.

3) Remember that when we have unusual weather
that your watering and fertilizing practices change.
As a result, you will need to watch your media
more closely. The reduction in watering this
September has resulted in a number of major pH
problems throughout the arca.

4) Optimal poinsettia bract expansion occurs at
approximately constant 72-74°F. Therefore, try
to maintain day and night temperatures around
these temperatures when the leaves which consti-
tute your bract are expanding. Bract expansion
usually occurs the last 2 weeks in October and the
first week in November.

5) Theoptimal temperature for initiating Thanks-
giving cactus is 68°F. Flowering will be delayed
and/or inhibited entirely if night temperatures
exceed 74°F.

6) The Easter lily crop is late this year. Most
harvesting is going on 1 to 2 weeks later than
normal. Asaresult, the schedules for forcing will
need to be shifted. It is very important that you
watch for premature sprouting this year. A late
harvest or older bulbs tend to result in a greater
potential for premature emergence. Watch your
crop. Pop a couple of plants out of the pot from
time to time to make sure that you do not have
early emecrgence. If you do have early emer-
gence, you will have to light your crop in the
cooler to inhibit stem elongation.

Long 'rooting in' periods would not be a wise
move this fall. Do not root in for more than 2
weeks. You will definately be asking for early
emergence problems!

7) Based on the weather conditions and the
condition of the bulbs, it appears as though the
leaf count this year will be average, i.e. approxi-
mately 80 lcaves after flower initiation. This will
probably translate into an average forcing tem-
perature of around 65°F.

8) Remember to fungicide drench your poinset-
tia and Easter lily crops this fall. Itiscritical that
you drench your poinscttia crop with fungicides
for Rhizoctonia and Pythium control prior to
dropping tcmperatures o color your poinsettia
crop up. It is equally important to drench your
Easter lily crop prior to cooling.

9) Do not apply any ammonium based fertilizers
from now until next spring! This is especially
important on crops which you arc growing in a
medium which contains soil and if you are grow-
ing a crop at lower temperatures for extended
periods of time.
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