
HORTICULTURE DIGEST
Department of Horticulture Cooperative Extension Service
University of Hawaii U.S. Department of Agriculture Cooperating

In This Issue: FLOWER AND NURSERY INFORMATION

No. 25, August 1975

TABLE OF CONTENTS

Page

The IRS and You 1

Rhododendrons in Hawaii 1

County Extension Staff Changes 2
Coming Events 3
A Training/Certification Program

for Hawaii's Pesticide Applicators 3
Hawaii Nurserymen Elect Officers 4
Directory of Ornamental Commodity Groups 4

THE IRS AND YOU

The AAN legal counsel reports that the
United States Court of Appeals for the 9th
Circuit, in San Francisco, has reversed the Tax
Court and held that a producing florist may

claim an investment tax credit for his cost in

constructing a greenhouse, used to produce cut

flowers. To reach this result, the appellate court
rejected the Tax Court's conclusion that such a
greenhouse was a "building" and held instead
that it was a special purpose structure not used
primarily as a place to work but as part of a
production process.

Although binding on the IRS only in the nine
western states within the 9th Circuit's boun

daries, the case provides strong support for
taxpayers in all states, in the absence of any
other appellate court decision reaching a differ
ent result. However, IRS challenge may be
expected and a taxpayer claiming such a deduc
tion must be prepared to litigate, except in these
nine states (Alaska, Arizona, California, Hawaii,
Idaho, Montana, Nevada, Oregon and Washing
ton).

The case involved Pajaro Valley Greenhouses
near Watsonville, California, though it was de
cided under the name Thirup v. Commissioner.
A companion case in the Tax Court involved
Sunnyside Nurseries in Hayward, California,

which built a greenhouse for producing chrysan
themum plants and other varieties. Although the
taxpayers in the Sunnyside case did not press
their appeal to conclusion, the logic of the
Thirup case should apply equally to producing
nursery greenhouses, though not necessarily to
greenhouses used chiefly for display.

Taxpayers wishing to take advantage of this
court decision for years for which they have
already filed tax returns may wish to consult
their tax advisers about the desirability of filing
tax refund claims. For calendar year taxpayers,
the normal three-year statute of limitations will
expire on April 15, 1976 with respect to tax
returns for calendar 1972.

The decision should also support taxpayers
wishing to claim an investment tax credit for the
cost of polyethylene or other plastic structures
used for the seasonal protection of outdoor-
growing nursery stock, and sometimes called
"poly-house."
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RHODODENDRONS IN HAWAII

In November 1969, 12 Rhododendron culti
vars from the PNW were selected to determine

their suitability for use in the landscape at
higher elevations in Hawaii. An additional 6
cultivars were planted in October 1971. Each
were planted 4 feet apart in loose, silty loam soil
(adjusted to a pH of 6.0) at the Agricultural
Research Center at Kula on the island of Maui.

All plants received applications of an acid-reac
tion fertilizer (Azalea Special, 5-10-10). Prior to
planting, hardwood sawdust treated with sulfate
of ammonia was incorporated into the soil at the
rate of approximately 1/3 cubic foot of sawdust
per cubic foot of soil.



Results and Observations
Detailed observations were taken over a 5

year period for the plants under test. Results on
the best cultivars are as follows:

O'Chev. Felix de Sauvage'—Good vigor and
foliage color; attractive shrub for landscape;
large flower clusters, blooming from Decem
ber through February.

2) 'Roseum Elegans'—Compact shrub with good
foliage color; bloom was delayed until 4th
year; scattered flowering occurred in January,
1974.

3) 'Loder's White'—Slow growing and compact;
an attractive bush, but foliage tends to be
light green; blooming has been sparse.

4) 'Blue Jay'—Good vegetative vigor and foliage
color; flower buds set in 1973 blasted due to
drought so flowering did not occur in 1974.

5) 'Gomer Waterer'—Good vigor and foliage col
or; a few large white flowers appeared in
May-June, 1974.

6) 'Snow Lady'—Slow growing but interesting
shrub because of its pubescent leaves; flower
bud set tended to be heavy but subject to
blasting.

7) 'Jock'—Open growth habit of medium vigor;
flowered in June, 1974.
Cultivars which performed poorly include:

'Kluis Triumph,' 'Atroflo,' Doncaster, Unique,
Fabia, PJM, Praecox (Lilac Pink), Blue Til
Grosclaude, Eldorado, and Doubloons. In gen
eral the dwarf, small leafed types were less
adapted than the more vigorous, large-leafed
types.

A number of factors must be considered for

growing rhododendrons in Hawaii such as chill
ing, light period, watering, shading, and soil
conditions. At higher elevations where cool
nights occur,' there is enough chilling for flo
wering if rhododendron cultivars adapted to
Southern California and the southeastern parts
of the United States are used. Hawaii's short

summer days, with a maximum of 14V2 hours,
may reduce flower bud initiation but the best
cultivars in this test all set flower buds at one

time or another. Better growth and survival
might be achieved with a lower soil pH, shading,
and improved irrigation.

It appears that rhododendrons can be grown
at higher elevations in Hawaii. However, rather
extensive testing will be necessary to develop a
varied list of rhododendrons which would grow
and flower well at these locations.

Richard A. Criley
Associate Horticulturist

Phillip E. Parvin
Horticulturist

COUNTY EXTENSION STAFF CHANGES

George Santos, Jr.
George Santos, Jr., transferred from the Kane-

one Extension Office on Oahu to the Hawaii

County Office in Hilo. George will assume
responsibility for extension activities on vege
table and fruit crops in the Hilo area.

Mr. Santos formerly worked out of the
Kaneohe Office as Assistant in Extension pro
viding gardening information to the urban pub
lic. George earned his B.S. degree in agriculture
from the University of Hawaii. Before taking his
position with the Extension Service he was a
horticultural aide with Phillip Minn Nursery.

Dale Sato

Joining the Extension Staff for Oahu County
is Mr. Dale Sato effective June, 1975. Mr. Sato
will work out of the Kaneohe Office as an

Assistant in Extension providing service for
urban horticulture problems.

Mr. Sato is a recent graduate of the University
of Hawaii with a major in Horticulture and a
minor in Geography. During his undergraduate
days, he worked as a Biological Aide for the
USDA Plant Quarantine Division, and at the
same time, was an owner/manager-of the family
farm raising anthuriums and other floral pro
ducts in Pahoa on the Big Island.

Norman C. Bezona

Effective July 1, 1975, Norman Bezona
joined the CES staff in Honolulu as a County
Extension Agent responsible for programs in
nursery and flower production on Oahu. He
comes to Oahu from Hilo where he taught
Horticulture at Hilo Community College.

Norman graduated from the University of
Hawaii with a B.S. degree in tropical agriculture.
Prior to that he lived in the Pacific Northwest

and Okinawa; he was graduated from high
school in Portland, Oregon.

He was assistant county agent in Palm Beach
County, Florida, until he received his master's
degree in 1968, when he returned to Hawaii to
work with C. Brewer's citrus, macadamia, diver
sified crops, and nursery projects as horticul
turist.

Sheldon C. Furutani

Starting August 1, 1975, Sheldon Furutani
joined the Cooperative Extension Service Staff
in Hilo as a County Agent responsible for
programs in flower and nursery crops in the Hilo


