
During the four-month period, carnation un
loads varied from a low of 319,200 the week of
December 28-January 3, to a high of 462,000
the following week of January 4-10. The two
other previous high weeks occurred December
14-20 and December 21-27 followed by the
low week previously mentioned.

On a monthly basis, unloads increased from
1,431,200 in October to a high of 1,936,800 in
December, or by 35 percent. Unloads then
declined to 1,618,900 in January which is still
13 percent above the October unloads.

According to the Hawaii Visitors Bureau,
preliminary figures indicate that tourist arrivals
on Oahu increased by only 0.5 percent from
October through December. So the 35 percent
increase in carnation unloads from Maui oc

curred at a time when tourist traffic was not

increasing appreciably.
The two weeks of heavy unloads leading up to

and including Christmas probably reflect a large
anticipated local demand for leis during the
holiday season. To explain why the greatest
number of unloads for the period occurred
during the January 4-10 period is more diffi
cult, but it could be due to several factors such
as an expected increase in tourist traffic or
increased supplies from the Maui carnation
growers.

Louis Williams

Associate Agricultural Economics Specialist

ROOTING RESPONSE OF DRACAENA SPP.

The results of a preliminary study showed
that species of Dracaena differs in their ease of
rooting. Four-inch terminal cuttings of 7 sel
ected species of Dracaena were placed under 4
different misting regimes. Cuttings were placed
in flats containing vermiculite and rooting was
evaluated after 10 weeks.

Mist levels had very little effect on rooting
percentage. However, the 12 second misting
resulted in significantly heavier rooting than
either 6 or 24 seconds. This would indicate that

this level of mist (12 seconds every 6 minutes)
was best for most of the Dracaena species tested
during the cooler winter months at the Manoa
Campus.

All cuttings of most species tested showed
some rooting after 10 weeks. The poorest
rooting was found on D. X maneffiana with
almost 30 percent of the cuttings still unrooted
and those that had rooted were in the low to

medium rooted class. Best rooting was noted on

Table 1. The effect of mist levels on rooting of cuttings of
Dracaena spp. after 10 weeks.

Mist (sec/6 min.)
Species

MeanSpecies 6 12 18 24

Rooting percentage
D. deremensis

'Compacta' 100 100 100 100 100 a1

D. deremensis

'Warneckei' 100 100 100 100 100 a

D. marginata 100 100 100 100 100 a

D. concinna

'Tricolor' 100 100 100 100 100 a

D. fragrans
'Massangeana' 92 100 92 92 94 ab

D. fragrans 71 100 86 100 89 b

D. X maneffiana 60 70 90 70 72 c

Mean 89.0 a 95.7 a 95.4 a 94.6 a

Rooting Index
D. deremensis

'Compacta' 100 97 94 91 95.5 a

D. deremensis

'Wameckei' 82 94 92 90 89.5 a

D. marginata 73 77 82 77 77.2 b

D. concinna

'Tricolor' 71 70 72 70 70.8 be

D. fragrans
massangeana 62 77 68 67 68.5 c

D. fragrans 63 89 74 69 73.8 be

D. X maneffiana 52 54 58 54 54.5 d

Mean 71.9 c 79.7 a 77.1 ab 74.0 be

'Treatment means with different letters indicate significance at
the 5% level.

D. 'Compacta' with most cuttings rating heavily
rooted. D. 'Warneckei' was close behind.

There appeared to be a correlation between
the size of the cutting and the degree of rooting.
Those cuttings with a larger diameter stem
seemed to produce heavier rooting than those
with smaller diameters. The only species where
any problem was noted was D. fragrans when
rooting occurred on younger leaves in the center
rosette. However, only 5 percent of the cuttings
rotted entirely with the remainder showing
production of new leaves.

While this is only a preliminary trial, it does
provide a good basis for further research with
Dracaena species.

Fred D. Rauch

Associate Specialist in Horticulture

LIGHT-COLORED PLASTIC POTS AFFECT

POINSETTIA ROOT SYSTEM

While investigating a chlorotic foliage condi
tion in 'Annette Hegg' poinsettias at a Half
Moon Bay nursery, researchers in California
made a surprising observation. Plants growing in
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