
NEW ORNAMENTAL TOMATO IN UCONN VARIETY TRIALS
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Stakeless, a new tomato variety released by Prof.
E.P. Brasher, University of Delaware, was included
in the 1973 variety trials at The University of Con
necticut and found to have considerable potential for
use as an ornamental and home garden tomato.

Plants of Stakeless are unique in having extremely
thick stems (an inch or more in diameter), short
internodes and dense, potato-like leaves that com
pletely shield the fruit. Under favorable conditions,
plants grow to 18-24 inches in height and because of
their think, rigid stems stand erect without support
for the entire season. The compact and erect growth
habit, coupled with the attractive foliage, makes
Stakeless tomatoes suitable for use in annual flower

borders as an ornamental with the added benefit of

producing fruit of excellent eating quality.

Stakeless is resistant to Fusarium wilt and

retains its attractive foliage throughout the summer
and early fall. It is late maturing producing fruit
about 80 days after transplanting. In Connecticut,
these plants could be expected to produce a constant
supply of fruit from mid-August until frost.

Stakeless produces excellent quality, globe-shaped
tomatoes of bright red color. They are firm, mild in
flavor and resistant to cracking. Fruit is large,
weighing as much as l/2 pound each in the UConn
trials and are quite meaty.

With a growth habit similar to Patio, but producing
full size fruit, this variety seems a good candidate
for use in patio pots.

SADH (ALAR-85) REGISTERED FOR USE
ON TOMATO TRANSPLANTS
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SADH (Alar, or succinic acid 2, 2-dimethyl
hydrazide) has been registered for use on tomato
transplants.

This should be a big help to the bedding plant
industry. Often the first plantings of tomatoes
get a little tall due to poor weather which delays
sales.

SADH should be applied as a foliar spray. Either
one or two applications can be made. The suggested
rate is 2 1/2 pounds per 100 gallons of water. Apply
to foliage to the point of run-off. The first spray
should be applied when the plants are in the 1-4 true
leaf stage. If two sprays are necessary, apply the
second spray two weeks after the first. Do not
water plants for at least 12 hours after applying.

SADH usually retards early flowering. However,
this does not appear to decrease yields as more
usable fruits are harvested a little later in the

season. Do not sell these plants to people who are
looking for the first ripe tomato of the season.

Plants treated with SADH are shorter, thicker
stemmed and dark green. They will also persist
for extended durations without irrigation.


