
POINSETTIA POINTERS

Joseph J. Maisano, Jr.
Cooperative Extension Agent - Horticulture & Turf

SOIL - Soil Test prior to planting to determine nutrient
levels.

TEMPERATURE - Poor temperature control is the cause of
variations in crop development. Cool temperatures during
early vegetative growth results in smaller plants. Early
cyanthia development without bract development means tempera
tures are too warm. Temperature should be uniform throughout
the cropping season. Check ideal temperature for your culti-
var. Check thermostats and thermometers.

HEIGHT CONTROL - Apply growth regulators before stem elonga
tion. This will vary with cultivar. Use correct pinch date
for your chosen cultivar.

ROOT PROBLEMS - Examine roots on a weekly basis. Plan to
apply fungicide drenches on a monthly basis throughout crop
season. If problems exist, fungicides may be needed more
often. Monitor the application of water and drainage of root
media during cloudy weather. >

INSECTS - Control all weeds under benches and outside green
house area. Monitor insect populations. Use sticky boards
for white fly adults, then apply the appropriate insecticide.
Look for hot spots where insects may build up. Develop a
weekly or bi-weekly insect program. Avoid if possible
insecticide applications when bracts are in color.

HARVEST - Lower temperature gradually to deepen bract color.
Maintain constant air flow (HAF) to prevent botrytis, espe
cially in plastic greenhouses. Do not apply fertilizer after
the second week in December.

With recent advances in solid state technology and the
increased use of solar control computers more precise water
ing should be possible with lower fertilizer usage and less
potential pollution.

8. No water system is any better than its installation

Supply pipes to the greenhouse should be buried below
the frost line and in areas of heavy traffic be protected by
placing in a rigid conduit. To avoid stress on connections
allow for expansion of the pipe.

Provide adequate power to the pump. A common cause of
failure is a low voltage condition caused by undersized wire,

Design the system to keep the number of fittings and
valves to a minimum to reduce the friction loss.

A good installation is one where the pump and other
components are easily accessible making inspection and
maintenance easy. Make provisions for expansion by
installing extra tees in critical locations.

TIPS FOR LAUNDERING PESTICIDE-CONTAMINATED CLOTHING

BE SURE THE PERSON DOING THE LAUNDRY KNOWS ABOUT POSSIBLE
CONTAMINATION.

AIR; Hang garments outdoors to air.
PRERINSE; Use one of three methods:

1. Hose off garments outdoors.
2. Rinse in separate tub or pail.
3. Agitate in automatic washer.

PRETREAT (Heavily contaminated garments.) Use heavy-duty
liquid.
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WASHER LOAD: Wash garments separately from family wash.
Wash garments contaminated with the same
pesticide together.

LOAD SIZE: Wash only a few garments at once.
WATER LEVEL: Use full water level.
WATER TEMPERATURE: Use hot water, 140 F or higher.
WASH CYCLE: Use normal 12-minute wash cycle.
LAUNDRY DETERGENT: Use a heavy-duty detergent.

Use amount recommended on package or more
for heavy soil/hard water. -_

RINSE: Use two full warm rinses. w
DRY: Line dry to avoid contaminating dryer.
CLEAN WASHER: Run complete, but empty, cycle. Use hot water

and detergent.

POST INSTRUCTION IN LAUNDRY ROOM

1WF+

OTHER TIPS:

- Wear waterproof gloves when handling highly contaminated
clothing. Remove gloves periodically.

- Wear a disposable coverall over work clothes.
- Remove contaminated clothing before entering enclosed

tractor cabs.

- Remove contaminated clothing outdoors or in an entry,
granular pesticide was used, shake clothing outdoors.
Empty pockets and cuffs.

- Save clothing worn while handling pesticides for that use
only. Keep separate from other clothing before and during
laundering.

- Wash contaminated clothing after each use. When applying
pesticides daily, wash clothing daily.
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According to Mark Ascerno, Univ. of Minnesota, early
detection of thrips can be aided by hanging yellow cards
coated with Tanglefoot R or Stickum Special R in the green
house. It goes without saying that these cards should be
checked daily. Symptoms of Thrips feeding include: 1)
silver discoloration of foliage as well as necrotic spots and
blotches, 2) distortion of buds and puckering of leaves,
and/or 3) tiny fecal pellets attached to leaf surfaces (need
a 10X hand lens at least to see these, reports Louis Vasary,
Rutgers University.)

Avoid growing particularly attractive plants (onions,
gladioli) in neighboring fields. Be aware that chrysanthe
mums and other composites are very attractive to thrips, and
so should be grown with an extra measure of care. Also con
centrate on controlling weeds in and around the greenhouse.
Inspect new plant material very carefully and keep checking
that material for any thrips' feeding activity.

Use a variety of insecticides, including systemics,
contacts, and fumigants. If the thrips population happens to
be the western flower thrips, recognize that the best control
that can be expected is in the 80 to 90% range.

Normally several insecticide applications will be needed
to reduce a thrips population. Thrips tend to remain in
protected parts of the plant (in leaf or bud axils, inside
flowers) and so thorough coverage is essential to each appli
cation. The first application will not affect eggs or pupae
which are present and will not kill 100% of the immature or
adult thrips, so additional applications should be made at
approximately 2 week intervals until the infestation is
brought under control.

Last year this Extension Agent observed more thrips
damage to greenhouse crops than at any time during his 25+
year career.

Be vigilant this year and avoid needless thrips damage.
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- Rewash contaminated garments two or three times before
reuse for more complete pesticide removal.

- Bury shoes and garments that were saturated with highly
toxic/concentrated pesticides.

Reprinted from Northeast (Mass.) Region Vegetable Newsletter
No. 8, 4/2/87, adapted from North Dakota Extension
Information.
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