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Carnations—Their Economic Importance ... 2 Microscope and found virus particles or rods
Rooting Response of Dracaena spp 3 present in the specimen. Subsequently samples
Light-Colored Plastic Pots Affect have been collected from ornamental operations
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Dendrobium Jaquelyn Thomas UH232 4 initial survey are as follows:
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Vims particles were found consistently m

ACUSTOMER IS Dieffenbachia exotica, 7 samples were positive
and these represented locations from Oahu,

An unsigned placard on the sales office wall Maui' and Hawaii' °ther Dieffenbachia species
of a large business conveys this assurance to examined were D. picta, one positive; D. su-
visitors and reminds its staff that: Perba> one Positive'D- amoena' one P°sitive'

A CUSTOMER is the most important A number of Chinese evergreen species were
person ever in this office, either in person examined but °^ Aglaonema crispum had one
or otherwise. positive sample.

The most interesting specimen was a sample

ACUSTOMER is not dependent on us. We of Tahitian spinach, Xanthosoma brasiliense.
are dependent on him. This samPle collected from a home garden on

Oahu, yielded the highest particle or virus rod

A CUSTOMER is not an interruption of count of all the specimens examined to date,
our work; he is the purpose of it. We are The most important consideration is the
not doing him a favor by serving him; he is identitv of the virus- We susPect that jt is
doing us a favor by giving us an opportuni- Dasheen mosaic since the virus rods conform to
tv to do so tne Particle size and shape described for this

virus. The problem we now face is the specific

A CUSTOMER isnot a cold statistic-name identification based on re-infection of healthy
on a filing card or a ledger sheet. He is a Plants representing Dieffenbachia, Aglaonema,
flesh-and-blood human being with biases, Xanthosoma Anthurium and Philodendronsel-
prejudices, feelings and emotions as our loimh The latter 1S considered a bioassay host

for Dasheen mosaic which may be mechanically

transmitted but is also aphid borne.

ACUSTOMER is a person who brings us lt is aPParent that this virus is not necessarily
his wants. It's our job to fill them profit- a new introduction to the Araceae of Hawaii,
ably-to him and to ourselves. Specimens showing symptoms were collected

from Dieffenbachia plantings that were over 5

Illinois State Florists' years old and of course the fact that Tahitian
Assn. Bui., No. 358 spinach contained large numbers of the same



virus particles indicates that this virus has been

around for some time. Dasheen, Colocasia escu-
lenta and Caladium are reported as hosts for this
virus in Florida.

Symptoms—
The virus disfigures and stunts infected plants

but rarely kills them. A mosaic pattern, light and
dark green markings, is the most characteristic
symptom—usually occurring on the youngest
leaf. A deformation of the plant part, disruption
of its symmetry, and, in the case of variegated
aroids, impairment of normal foliar color pat
terns may be observed. Again, the KEY is the
mosaic patterns observed on the youngest leaves.

Albert P. Martinez

Plant Pathology Specialist

COMING EVENTS

Tissue Culture

The W. Alton Jones Cell Science Center will

be offering four courses on "Tissue Culture
Techniques for Plant Propagators" during 1976.
The dates are April 12-13, April 14-15, Sep
tember 20-21 and September 22-23. The co-
directors are Drs. Murashige and Dougall. For
further information contact: Course Secretary,
W. Alton Jones Cell Science Center, Old Barn
Road, Lake Placid, New York 12946.

Hawaii Turfgrass Association
The next quarterly meeting of the Hawaii

Turfgrass Association will be held on Maui May
13-14. This is the first time a meeting of this
organization has been on a neighbor island. The
officers of the HTGA are attempting to increase
state-wide participation by holding at least one
quarterly meeting each year on a neighbor
island. Anyone interested in attending may
contact Mr. Bill Hurter at B. Hayman Co.

HAN Annual Conference

The 16th annual nurserymen's conference
sponsored by the Hawaii Association of Nursery
men in cooperation with the University of
Hawaii, College of Tropical Agriculture, will be
held at the Ilikai Hotel in Honolulu on June 2 to

4, 1976. Featured speaker for the June confer
ence will be Dr. Charles A. Conover, Director of
the Agricultural Research Center at Apopka,
Florida. Also from the mainland will be Scott

Chiles, Advertising Manager for Ortho Division
of Chevron Chemical Co.

Special sessions are being planned for the
retail garden shops, wholesale growers and those
interested in the export foliage business. Several
panel presentations have been developed on
retail problems, pot plant production, financing
and shipping. In addition the trade show has
been expanded with 50 booths available for
exhibitors.

For Registration information contact: HAN,
P. O. Box 293, Honolulu, HI. 96809.

State Farm Fair

The 1976 Hawaii Farm Bureau Fair has been

scheduled for June 30th to July 10th at McKin-
ley High School in Honolulu.

Plant Propagators
The Western Region International Plant Prop

agator's Society annual meeting will be held at
the Asilomar Conference Center in Pacific

Grove, CA, on Sept. 8-10, 1976.

Pacific Horticultural Trade Show

The Anaheim Convention Center will be the

site for the Pacific Horticultural Trade Show

September 11-13, 1976, in Anaheim, CA. For
information contact: Robert Jordan, Box 1100,
Garden Grove, CA. 92642. The Show is spon
sored by the California Association of Nursery

men.

Farwest Show

The Farwest Nursery, Garden and Supply
show will be September 22-24, 1976, at the
Memorial Coliseum in Portland, Oregon. The
show is sponsored by the Oregon Association of
Nurserymen. For information contact: Farwest
Nursery Show Office, 222 S.W. Harrison, Port
land, OR. 97201.

CARNATIONS-THEIR ECONOMIC

IMPORTANCE

A majority of the carnations grown in Hawaii
come from the Kula area of Maui and are used
primarily for lei making.

In analyzing the data for Honolulu unloads as
published by the Hawaii Department of Agricul
ture, one finds that for the four-month period
beginning October 1, over 6.4 million carnations
were shipped to Honolulu. The value of these
flowers amounted to over SI86,000. If this is
projected out for the year, then unloads would
amount to about 20,000,000 carnations valued
at nearly $600,000.


