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Food For Century HI
The "Food for Century III" project is an imagina

tive and much needed building program, designed to in
crease the research and extension contributions to the

important task offood production by the University of
Illinois' Colleges of Agriculture and Veterinary
medicine.

While this ambitious long-term program would
have a major impact on the food-oriented areas in the
Department of Horticulture (Vegetable Crops and
Pomology), it would also indirectly benefit Ornamental
Horticulture in its broad programs of research, exten
sion, and teaching.

The project received the general approval of the U.
of I. Board of Trustees at its meeting of Sept. 15, 1976.

The Situation
In the face of population increases and food price

increases, the people of Illinois and this nation have
grown concerned about how we can be certain there will
be enough food — "Food for Century III."

The increased costs of producing food and the
resulting food prices are signals to Illinois people that
something must be done.

No state has greater potential to contribute than
Illinois. Our state ranks fourth among all states in total
cash receipts from all farm products. Gross farm in
come was $6 billion in 1973, $6.1 billion in 1974, and

was probably about $6 billion in 1975.

News
A major part of Illinois' economy depends on agri

culture. In fact, in 1972 $12.8 billion of Illinois' $68
billion gross state product resulted from agriculture and
food production. That's 18.6%. Or another way to look
at it, nearly one dollar in every five is closely related to
agriculture.

Illinois is also the nation's leading export state with
$1.6 billion in agricultural commodities exported from
Illinois in 1975. Our state led in soybean exports and
was second in both corn and meat product exports.

Major Keys — Education and Research

A report from the National Research Council indi
cates that U.S. agricultural productivity increased about
1.75% annually between 1930 and 1972. The report
estimates that 80% of the increase in production stems
from research and technology that originated in land-



Page 2 ILLINOIS STATE FLORISTS'ASSOCIATION BULLETIN

grant universities, such as the U. of I., and was made
available through extension programs.

The impact of research and education can be
measured in many ways. Since 1950, crop production
has risen 45%. Production per hour from farm labor has
doubled. The acreage harvested per consumer has been
nearly cut in half. Each farm worker produces enough
food for 52 people, as opposed to 15 in 1950.

But these advances stem from past research. The
benefits future generations will receive must come from
research currently underway and from the research of
tomorrow.

Agricultural problems never stay solved. Agricul
ture must cope with a changing environment: weather
that ranges from floods to droughts, outbreaks of pests
and diseases, new economic trends, and new social and
political expectations from society. For example, the
southern corn leafblight outbreak caused corn yields to
drop 25% in Illinois from a state average of 102 bushels
per acre in 1969 to 74 bushels in 1970. Fortunately, the
solution to that problem came quickly from research
done during the preceding decade.

Today there are signs that we're coming to the end
of benefits we can expect from past research invest
ments. For example, yield increases have begun to
plateau. At the same time the best minds in agriculture
— throughout Illinois and the nation — say advances
are still possible if scientists make the right break
throughs. One report says corn yields and beefproduc
tion can increase 60% by 1985 and soybean yields can
increase 40%.

But it won't happen unless wise investments are
made in agricultural research.

The Challenge And The Proposal
The challenge to assure an abundant supply of

nutritious food underlies the "Food for Century III"
proposal. The $115 million building proposal from the
University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign campus deals

GUESS WHO? No, its definitely not your editor (he doesn't have
a luxurious pool in his backyard, banked with tropical foliage plants)!
If you haven't already guessed, the photo is of your energetic
I.S.F.A. Executive-Secretary, Dan Irons of Mattoon—busy working
on Association matters at poolside last summer.

with a big idea that befits a great land-grant university.
The focal points are the Colleges of Agriculture and
Veterinary Medicine.

The "Food for Century III" proposal — designed W
to be implemented during the next 8 years — includes
21 new building projects, major remodeling of existing
buildings and tearing down obsolete facilities. It in
cludes the purchase of land for research and demonstra
tion fields and the purchase of major pieces of fixed
equipment. And it includes establishing research
centers in Northern and Western Illinois, plus land pur
chases and improvements in the Dixon Springs Agri
cultural Center in Southern Illinois.

Funds for the proposed $115 million package could
come from the issuance of bonds that could be
amortized over a 25-year period with money from the
Agricultural Premium Fund. Receipts from that fund
come from parimutuel betting rather than taxes.

Facility Needs Are The Barrier
The major building effort for the College of Agri

culture occurred at the turn of the century. From 1900
to 1925, 10 major buildings were completed. They in
clude the presently used facilities: Davenport Hall,
Forest Science Laboratory, Agricultural Engineering
Building, Ornamental Horticulture Building, Vegetable
Crops Building, Stock Pavilion, Animal Genetics
Laboratory, Horticultural FieldLaboratory, and Mum-
ford Hall.

During the next 25 years, only two buildings were ***
completed: the Agronomy Seed House on the south
farm, and the Administration Building at the Dixon
Springs Agricultural Center.

Since 1950 three major buildings have been added
to the campus: Animal Science Laboratory in 1952,
Bevier Hall for home economics in 1956, and Phase I of
Turner Hall for agronomy in 1963. In addition, three
smaller laboratories have been built for food science,
agricultural engineering, and child development.
Several greenhouses have been added also.

So, during the past 50 years onlythree major build
ings have been added to the College of Agriculture
campus. During the 50-year period, changes in agri
culture have been tremendous. So have the research
facility needs changed.

During that period, laboratories have been
remodeled and converted a number of times. And the

result is a variety of make-shift facilities that are obso
lete and totally inadequate to meet the sophisticated
needs of modern research programs. The simple re
search problems have been solved. Largely, the more
complicated problems remain.

The facility needs of the College of Veterinary
Medicine are different. While classes in veterinary
medicine were taught as early as 1870 — just after the
University of Illinois opened — the College was not

(continued on page 3)



LLINOIS STATE FLORISTS' ASSOCIATION BULLETIN Page 13

one more time. The bank will make a second effort to

cash it. They won't try a third time so, if it comes back
again, pick up the phone right away and call the check

^r passer. If you don't receive reimbursement within 48
hours, submit it immediately to I.C. System, Inc., for
collection. (EDITOR'S NOTE: Are you aware that all
I.S.F.A. members in good standing are entitled to use
the services of the I.C. System?)

If check is marked "Account Closed" or "No

Account," submit it for collection immediately.
If check is marked "Return to Maker," this is

not "automatic." Look it over carefully. There could be
a missing signature, or one signature where two are
required, or some other technicality — or it could be a
forgery. Use the telephone right away and get to the
bottom of it. If you do not get repayment within 48
hours, submit the check for collection.

If the check is claimed to be a forgery, the person
on whose account the check was written must

produce an affidavit to the bank stating that the
signature on the check is not his. If the bank does not
acknowledge receipt of the affidavit, submit the check
for collection.

If check is marked "Payment Stopped," this
could signal a service or merchandise problem. So be
prepared for a less than timid response when you tele
phone. If an acceptable explanation and agreement is
not made, submit the check for collection.

If you must negotiate. People short of funds
^ sometimes use unsigned checks, or dispute amounts

due, or demand price adjustments as delaying tactics.
Anytime you get involved in negotiating, be sure to nail
down a specific date by which time restitution will have
been made. If the date is missed, immediately submit
the check for collection. When there is a dispute,
submit the disputed amount for collection as an open
account rather than as a bad check. If the dishonored

check covers two or more items and only one is dis
puted, submit the undisputed portion as a bad check.

If you have trouble finding the check passer,
refer to the I.C. System, Inc., brochure, "Methods
Firms May Use to Locate Debtors." Write to I.C.
System, Inc., 3499 N. Lexington Ave., P.O. Box 3567,
St. Paul, Minn. 55165.

I.S.F.A. members who would like more information
concerning the I.C. System for collecting delinquent
accounts should contact Executive-Secretary Dan
Irons, 505 S. 23rd St., Mattoon, III. 61938.

The older a person gets, the noisier children seem
to be.

If mankind profits from its mistakes, we ought to
have one glorious future coming up!

A good sermon, we suppose, is one that leaves you
wondering how the preacher knew all about you.

A CLEAN BILL OF HEALTH

FOR THE POINSETTIA PLANT

-FACTS FOR THE MEDIA"
Prepared by the Florist Information Committee,

Society of American Florists
Alexandria, Va.

Since 1919, stories unsubstantiated by medical
and scientific fact have circulated about the poinsettia
at Christmas time, when the plant is at the peak of its
popularity. According to one tale, the 2-year-old child
of an Army officer stationed in Hawaii died from eating
a poinsettia leaf (bract).

This unfortunate, unfounded story helped scare
people into thinking that the poinsettia is poisonous. It
has led to the belief that parts of the plant, if ingested
by humans or pets, could be lethal.

Poinsettia Exonerated

To scientifically resolve the charges against the
poinsettia, and to alleviate public fear concerning its
alleged toxicity, the floral industry launched an inten
sive investigation. The SAF, floriculture's national trade
association representing 50,000 U.S. industrymen,
collaborated with The Ohio State University on a poin
settia research project. The objective was to determine
whether there is any foundation to the allegation that
the poinsettia (scientific name: Euphorbia pulcherrima)
is a poisonous plant.

At the conclusion of the research work by Robert
P. Stone and W.J. Collins, members of the Academic
Faculty of Entomology, The Ohio State University, their
research paper on the poinsettia, entitled "Euphorbia
pulcherrima: Toxicity to Rats," was accepted for publi
cation in Toxicon, 1971, Vol. 9, pp. 301-302, Perga-
mon Press, printed in Great Britain. The study estab
lished that the rat, when given unusually high doses of
various portions of the poinsettia, shows no mortality,
no symptoms of toxicity, and no changes in dietary in
take or general behavior pattern.

Animal tests are accepted as valid by the U.S.
Consumer Products Safety Commission in determining
whether any product or natural growth is harmful to
human health and, thus, is subject to labeling as re
quired by the Federal Hazardous Substances Act.

The Ohio State University research on the poin
settia plant has effectively debunked "old wives' tales"
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that the poinsettia is harmful to human and animal
health if parts of the plant are ingested.

"Clean Bill of Health"

Supported By Government

During 1975, a citizen living in New York State
filed a petition with the Consumer Product Safety Com
mission demanding that poinsettia plants carry caution
labels when offered for sale to the public. The peti
tioner charged that the poinsettia is poisonous and po
tentially lethal to humans and animals.

On Dec. 19, 1975, after reviewing all available in
formation relating to the poinsettia, the Commission
issued a statement denying the petition to require cau
tion labeling. A Commission press release pointed out
that poinsettia leaves, like those of many other plants,
may cause varying degrees of discomfort if eaten, and
should be placed out of reach of small children.

To protect the public health from even a remote
possibility of danger from the poinsettia and other
floral products, SAF has stressed that children should
be warned to put nothing in their mouths except food
products. They should be taught respect for all poten
tially hazardous substances, including medicine, clean
ing agents, and insecticides.

Each year the Poison Control Center, Food &
Drug Administration, U.S. Department of Health, Educa
tion and Welfare, prepares an annual report on human
poisonings from every source. Statistics are furnished
by approximately 500 Poison Control Centers in the
50 states. During 1974 (the most recent year for
which the information is available), not a single human
being was hospitalized and no one died as a result of
ingesting parts of any plant sold by commercial florists
in the nation, including the poinsettia.

Poinsettia Has Special Meaning

In 1975, approximately 25,000,000 poinsettia
plants were used by Americans to provide a touch of
beauty, color, warmth, and comfort in their daily lives.
This provides evidence that people attach special
meaning to the poinsettia.

The poinsettia derives its name from Joel R. Poin
sett, American Ambassador to Mexico in 1851. He in

troduced the plant in the U.S. so that Americans could
enjoy its colorful loveliness — with flaming scarlet
bracts that suggest petals, surrounding small yellow
flowers and contrasted against light green leaves.

The poinsettia is also known as the Eastern
flower, lobster flower, Mexican flame leaf, and Christ
mas flower. As a Christmas fbwer, it has been popular
for generations in American homes and churches. The
poinsettia's striking beauty and symbolism as a living
creation of God have won for it a special place in the
hearts of the American people.

Appreciate Tender Loving Care

Poinsettia plants offered for sale to the U.S. public
are cultivated and grown in greenhouses. Because of
concentrated plant breeding and selection, these
plants are very hardy. They are now available in colors
ranging from the traditional scarlet to white, pink, and
even variegated.

Poinsettias are green plants with long-lived bracts
(vividly colored leaves), and golden-yellow fbwers. For
increased enjoyment in the home:

Place in a room with sufficient natural light to read
fine print.
Avoid any drafts or excess heat from appliances,
radiators, and ventilating ducts.
Select a place to put plant which is up and out of
the traffic; keep out of the way of unmon'itored
children and animals.

Put plant in a waterproof container to protect fur
nishings.
Water plant thoroughly when soil is dry to touch,
but always discard the drainage water.
Ideal temperatures should never exceed 72 deg. F
day or 60 deg. F. night to prolong bright color of
bracts.

When bracts fade, cut back plant to 8 inches to
grow as a foliage plant. May be placed out-of-doors
when outside temperatures are warm. Avoid tempera
tures below 50 deg. F night throughout summer.

Return to room for direct light 6 to 8 hours daily,
with 60-70 deg. F night temperatures. For reflowering
in winter, avoid artificial light at night starting Oct. 1.

OCCUPATIONAL SAFETY & HEALTH ACT


