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State Fair Contest New Officers Elected
Al Celano, Great Neck, Long Island, who has been

Vice President for the past two years, was elected Pres
ident of N.Y.S. Flower Industries for 1974-75.

Elected to the position of Vice President was Carmen
Cosentino, Auburn, N. Y. Carm was a Director of
N.Y.S.F.I. for three years and has been very active on
many Association committees.

Al and Carm will make a good team guaranteed to con
tinue the very fine job John Brookins, with Al's help, has
done for the past two years.

NEW DIRECTORS

Arthur Slater, Bethpage, Long Island, N. Y., Harry
Tetor, Corning, N. Y., and James Wheeler, South Cheek-
towaga are our new directors. These new directors will
bring new talents and give balance and strength to the
board. All were elected for 3 year terms.

First Prize: left to right: Don Deeble, Gary Buman, John Brookins,
President of N. Y. State Flower Industries, Inc. and Pete Vining, Chair
man N. Y. State Fair Committee.

Second Place: from left to right: Sam Rao, Co-Ordinator of State Fair
exhibits, Carol Lee and Dick Lee of Flowers by Dick Lee, Rome, N. Y.

This competition sponsored by N.Y.S.F.I. is held
annually at the State Fair in Syracuse. Ten Florists
compete designing booth 13 ft. long by 8 ft. deep. Theme
for 1974 was "We Deliver Happiness". This flower show
has become one of the best in the country and you should
plan to see it.

Director of the contest was Sam Rao, Syracuse, and
judges were Chick Roeschlaub, Syracuse; Jim Angel,
East Syracuse; and John Sincavage, Oswego. Winners
were: first - Don Deeble, Gary Buman, Hillside Garden
Center, Binghamton, N. Y.; second - Dick Lee, Flowers
by Dick Lee, Rome, N. Y.; third - Cathy Viau, Boo-Kay
Shop, Syracuse, N. Y.

RETIRING DIRECTORS

The directors retired this year after giving yoeman
service for three years. They will be missed but we are
sure the Directors will make an effort to keep them
involved. The retiring directors are:

Henry Dreyer, Bohemia, Long Island, N. Y., Kenneth
Felthousen, Johnstown, N. Y., and Pierre Vining, Syra
cuse, N. Y.

President

Al Celano

Vice President

Carmen Cosentino
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Acclimatization of Brassaia Aciinophylla and Ficus Nitida
to Interior Environmental Conditions1

J. Vlohos and J. W. Boodley2
Cornell University, Ithaca, N. Y.

INTRODUCTION

Foliage plants, defined as those plants grown primarily
for their foliage and utilized for interior decoration or
landscape purposes, are ever increasing in popularity. An
almost unlimited number of plant shapes, leaf characters
and textures, plus their endurance and relatively easy
maintenance has made them a first choice for interior
decorators. As plants native to tropical and subtropical
regions, their successful use in interior environments is
only possible after certain procedures have been followed.

Two of the more popular foliage types used are Bras
saia aciinophylla also called Schefjlera aciinophylla and
Schefflera macrostachya (1). The common names are
Schefflera, Australian Umbrella Tree and Octopus Tree.
And Ficus retusa nitida also called Ficus nitida and F.
lucida. The common name is Indian Laurel (1). Ficus
nitida is very similar in appearance to Ficus benjamina
and the two are often confused in identification.

Schefflera is a shrubby plant, growing upright with a
thick stem, with spreading leafleted leaves on firm wiry,
petioles growing alternatively from the main stem. Young
seedlings bear leaves with 3 to 5 tiny leaflets; as the plant
matures the leaves may eventually contain as many as 16
leaflets.

Native to Java and Australia the plant may grow to 30
or more feet in height in its native habitat. As an interior
foliage plant it is more generally sold as a 3 to 6 foot tall
specimen.

Under natural conditions Schefflera have been observed
growing in light intensities of 14,000 foot candles of
energy. Once acclimated to interior environments the
plants will survive under very low light intensities. Having
only been introduced in the early 1960's to the United
States as a house plant not too much is known about its
response to interior environments.

Ficus nitida is well known as a shade tree in tropical
and subtropical countries. It has upright branches densely
covered with blunt-ended oval, dark green leaves (1). The
leaves are approximately 1-inch wide by 2-inches long and
feel waxy to touch. The plants are excellent as shrubs or
small trees and are widely used in shopping malls, airport
lounges and other interior environments.

It is said that Ficus species do best in bright indirect
or curtain-filtered sunlight. However, as with the Schef
flera, little factual information is available on the main
tenance requirements of these foliage plants.

The object of these studies was to evaluate the effects
of certain environmental factors on the acclimatization
and subsequent maintenance of Schefflera and Ficus
plants placed in interior environments.

Acclimatization may be defined as that process required
to cause physiological changes within a plant system that
will enable the plant to withstand a radical change in
environment without exhibiting severe damage or even
death. The general acclimatization procedure learned from
trial and error procedures is to place plants in a heavily

1Acknowledgement of partial financial support from the New York
Florist Club is expressed.

2 Graduate student and Professor of Floriculture, Cornell Univ.

shaded greenhouse on a reduced watering schedule. As
the plants adapt to these reduced light and moisture con
ditions they exhibit yellowing of leaves with some leaf
drop. This condition continues until growth processes
reach an equilibrium with available light and moisture
at which time the leaf drop will stop. The amount of time
needed for the acclimatization period varies with the plant
genus and species. Some plant types may acclimate within
a week. Others may require 2 months or more for the
process to take place.

Materials and Methods

The foliage plants were obtained from Florida nurseries
and shipped to Ithaca via truck. The Ficus plants aver
aged 60 inches tall and the Schefflera 20 inches tall as
measured from the pot rim. All plants were potted in
4-gallon containers.

A soil mix consisting of 50 percent sphagnum peat
moss, 25 percent perlite and 25 percent coarse sand
(2:1:1) by volume was used where plants were repotted.

Other aspects of the procedures are discussed under the
experiments reported.
Experiment I. This was a comparison of a high light
versus low light acclimatization treatment prior to place
ment of the plants in an interior environment. Coupled
with the light treatment was a watering frequency study.

The experiment involved 48 Schefflera and 48 Ficus
plants, that were placed in the greenhouse August 4,1972.
The greenhouse was heavily shaded on both roof and side-
walls with a commercial shading compound applied to the
glass. Inside the greenhouse, Artex, a saran shade mate
rial was suspended over one-half the plants to further
reduce light intensity.

The shaded glass reduced light intensity by approxi
mately 40 percent. This area was designated as "high"
light intensity. The saran cloth provided a further 51
percent reduction in light intensity. Thus the "low" light
section received approximately one-half the intensity of
the "high" light section with the natural light reduced by
70 percent. Under each light intensity treatment there
were 4 replications for each genus. Each replication in
cluded 6 treatments.

A constant intensity was not possible to maintain since
daily light conditions varied with weather. Light intensity
was measured at noon daily. At this time of year with a
clear sky condition the 40% shade condition provided
approximately 3700 ftc, and the 70% shade 1850 ftc of
energy. With an overcast sky condition the intensities
were 600 and 280 ftc respectively.

The high watering frequency was established by regu
larly increasing the intervals of application until a 5-day
interval was established by the end of the eighth week.
Plants of the low moisture regime were watered periodi
cally until the 10-day interval was achieved by the end
of the acclimatization period.

The plants remained in the acclimatization location
from August 2 to October 4, a period of 9 weeks. At this
time the plants were then moved to the Mann Library
Building. This site was chosen because it offered enough
space to accommodate 96 plants of this size and the
environmental conditions were determined to be closely
similar to those found in most public buildings and offices.
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The plants were placed systematically so that plants of
the same replications were in the same room. This avoided
variations in conditions that may have existed between
rooms.

The temperature in the rooms ranged between 68-70°F
at night and 72-78°F daytime. Temperatures were re
corded daily.

Light intensity which was provided from both cool-
white fluorescent lights and natural light ranged from 10
to 80 ftc depending on plant location. The average inten
sity was 35 ftc. The lights were on for 18 hours daily.
The plants received mainly fluorescent light as most winter
days were cloudy and the plants were located away from
windows.

Water was applied at the rate of 1 liter per container
every 5 or 10 days depending on the regime specified.

The Ficus plants remained in the library for 15 weeks.
The Schefflera were continued in experiment for a total of
28 weeks.

Results
Phase I. Schefflera. During the acclimatization per

iod Schefflera plants watered every 5 days produced a
significant increase in height regardless of the light treat
ment. Plants watered every 5 days had an average increase
of 20.5 cm in height whereas those watered every 10 days
grew an average of 15.0 cm. Plants acclimatized under
the high light treatment had significantly greater growth
than those under the low light treatment. This condition
continued to manifest itself in the interior environment.

The light regimes used during the acclimatization per
iod had no significant effect on leaf drop, numbers of new
leaflets or numbers of leaves developed. This relationship
also carried over to the interior environment.

Ficus. Regardless of treatment used, Ficus plants
showed no significant differences in height or leaf drop.
There was a trend toward greater leaf drop from plants
under the 10 day watering interval. Leaf area was signifi
cantly increased under the "low" light and high moisture
regime. Leaf area produced averaged 41 square centi
meters, compared to 22 square centimeters for that
obtained under Florida conditions.

Phase II. Schefflera. During the 28 week period of
the interior environment, growth ceased and no significant
results were obtained. Leaf drop averaged 4.5 leaves per
plant. New leaves developed on those plants where light
duration and intensity increased due to the change in
seasons.

Ficus. Light intensity had the greatest effect on the
Ficus. Where the light intensity was below 30 ftc con
siderable leaf drop took place. Particularly on those plants
that came from the "low" light treatment of Phase I.

Ficus located where light intensities were 50 ftc or
greater did very well regardless of previous high or low
light intensities, whereas those placed where the light
intensity average was 20 ftc died by the end of the
fifteenth week.

Leaf drop and branch dieback was accelerated as a
result of the library being closed for four consecutive
days during Christmas holiday. The fluorescent lights
were out and natural light was extremely low. Plants
along side walls and in dark corners experienced severe
leaf drop.

This response of Ficus is of significant commercial
importance as it shows that plants with high light intensity
requirements would be greatly affected by a relatively
short light break of even a few days. It was also observed

(continued on page 4)
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Foliage Plant Acclimatization

(continued from page 3)

that plants kept under the "high" light regime during
acclimatization were better able to withstand the shock
of the low light intensity and darkness than those from
the "low" light regime.

Although no statistically significant results were ob
tained, Ficus that were watered every 10 days were main
tained in better condition than those watered at 5 day
intervals. This has been observed by others (2).

Following the initial 15 week observation period, Ficus
plants that were still attractive, were continued in the
library for 15 additional weeks. The location of these
plants received a light intensity averaging 50 ftc for 18
hours daily.

Observing the effect of light intensity on the mainte
nance of the "attractive" life of Ficus it would appear that
the compensation point for photosynthetic processes lies
somewhere between 35 and 45 ftc light intensity provided
this photoperiod is at least 18 hours long.

Experiment II. The object of this study was to deter
mine the effect of 10, 13 and 16 hours photoperiods of
100 and 200 ftc light intensities provided by warm-white
fluorescent lights.

Ficus and Schefflera were used that had been subjected
for 9 weeks to the previously described shading and
watering regimes of experiment I acclimatization treat
ments.

The plants were placed in a heavily shaded greenhouse
that had the interior completly lined with black sateen
cloth, to exclude all natural light. Total illumination was
provided by 8 ft. warm-white fluorescent fixtures hung
above the plants. Plant tops were 1 foot below the light
source. Light measurements were made at this point.

A fertilizer comparison was added to these trials. One-
half the plants were fertilized with a top dressing of
Osmocote 14-14-14 at a rate equal to 5 pounds per cubic
yard of growing medium. No further fertilization was
made.

All plants were watered on a 5 or 10 day interval as
previously described. The greenhouse temperature was

maintained at 18 to 20°C rfc 2 (65-68°F) at night and
22 to 24°C ± 2 (72 to 75°F) during day periods.

Results

Phase II. Schefflera. Light intensity and photoperiod
had a significant interactive effect on the height of Schef
flera (Fig. 1). At 200 ftc intensity the longer the photo
period the taller the plant. Regardless of photoperiod used
plants maintained at 100 ftc intensity produced no differ
ence in height.

The number of leaves was significantly affected by light
intensity and photoperiod (Fig. 2). The greatest number
of new leaves developed on plants under 16 hours of 200
ftc intensity. The 200 ftc intensity used resulted in more
leaves produced at 13 and 16 hour photoperiods than
under the 100 ftc intensity. No differences in leaf number
were observed for the 10 hour photoperiod. Under the
100 ftc intensity plants in the 10 hr. treatment produced
an equal number of leaves with those grown at 200 ftc.
This was probably due to some external natural light leak
age. It would normally be expected to have the same or
fewer leaves produced under the 10 hr. vs the 13, 16 hr.
photoperiod regime.

Leaf drop was not statistically significantly different
under the two light regimes as the lower leaves on all the
Schefflera dropped. This was due to insufficient light
reaching the bases of the plants.

Fertilizer application significantly increased the height
of Schefflera regardless of light intensity or photoperiod
treatment (Fig. 3).

Ficus. As with Schefflera, the greatest increase in
height of Ficus was obtained under the 16 hour photo
period at 200 ftc light intensity (Fig. 4). At 200 ftc
intensity the height increase was in direct relation to day-
length. This was not the case with the 100 ftc intensity
treatment. Plants grown under the 13 hour photoperiod
were slightly taller than those grown at 10 or 16 hours.
However, none of the differences were statistically signifi
cant. From this result one could conclude that 100 ftc of
light energy was sufficient to maintain the plants but
insufficient to promote growth.

There was a positive growth response to the fertilizer
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applied. Plants that received fertilizer produced signifi
cantly more growth than the unfertilized plants (Fig. 3).

The fertilizer treatment had the greatest effect on leaf
drop of Ficus (Fig. 5). Plants that were fertilized dropped
approximately 53 percent of their total leaf number. Those
that did not receive fertilizer dropped 20 percent of their
leaves. This effect may have been due to a salt accumula
tion in the upper layers of the growing medium as a result
of the surface application of the product.

Conclusions and Commercial Implications
The results of this study have demonstrated the effects

of various environmental factors on single species of
Schefflera and Ficus foliage plants during a period of
acclimatization and subsequent interior environments.
Watering frequency as well as light intensity and duration
were shown to be two very important factors for success
ful plant adaptation and survival during acclimatization
and the interior environmental period.

Schefflera should be acclimated for a period of at least
8 weeks before being placed into low light intensity
interior environments. The light intensity that prevailed
in the interior envornment had a greater effect on survival
than the treatments used during the acclimatization period.

Schefflera should be acclimated for a period of at least
8 weeks before being placed into low light intensity inter
ior environments. The light intensity that prevailed in the
interior environment had a greater effect on survival than
the treatments used during the acclimatization period.
Light intensities as low as 20 ftc may be tolerated pro
vided the lights are on for at least 18 hours daily. This
does not mean the plants will live indefinitely under these
conditions.

Schefflera will produce good growth if a light level of
200 ftc is provided for not less than 13 hours daily. At
100 ftc intensity no significant growth occurred whether
the plants were maintained on 10, 13 or 16 hours photo
periods.

Water applications every 10 days were preferred to
5 day intervals. The frequency of water applications
should be determined for each installation of plants. No
two interior locations will provide the same physiological
stresses on the plants so a general recommendation cannot
be made.

(continued on page 7)
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POMPON CHRYSANTHEMUMS*

W. C. Hartzell
5345 Germantown Pike, Dayton, Ohio 45418

For many years we have considered the growing of
pompon chrysanthemums to flower from December
through March an 'iffy' operation. First, in keeping pro
duction records we often found out our production would
decrease as much as 50% over summer flowering.
Secondly, we were never able to generate a price increase
during the winter months to compensate for the loss in
production. Also we had the extra burden of high heating
costs. As a result, we have been in and out of the growing
of winter pompons during the last 15 years.

There was a period during the 1960's when our markets
were perfectly happy with Florida or California pompons
because they were large bunches at a cheap price, and I
believe the retail consumer, on the average, was satisfied.
It was during this period that we would try new winter
varieties thinking that perhaps our production would
improve. We also attempted to get more than the going
rate of SI.25 per bunch, but our pleas for higher returns
from the wholesalers were not forthcoming. At this point
we would terminate production at Thanksgiving and
resume some time in April.

It was in 1969 and 1970 we began getting more inquir
ies regarding the availability of daisy types of pompons.
Prior to this demand was mostly for decorative and for
mal types. The young people about to be married were
relating to the daisy type flower. The daisy chrysanthe
mum, having good keeping qualities, began to be used
as wedding flowers extensively, and the demand is still
increasing. However, the varieties available in the daisy
types for the northern winter producer are very limited.
In fact, they are almost non-existent and the market con
tinues to be supplied from California and Florida.

The problem facing the northern grower of pompons in
wintertime under low light intensity in the future is three
fold: first, the plant propagators and plant breeders need
to give us more and better varieties, especially the daisy
types. Second, we need to increase our production per
square foot by employing better cultural practices. One
thing we might do is explore the possibilities of high
intensity lighting to supplement natural daylight and to
increase the price received per unit of pompons. In March,
1973, we informed two of our wholesale houses that
beginning April 1, 1973, we would be selling all of our
pompons directly to them at Si.25 per bunch — no con
signments. They agreed, and as a result we were able to
receive a more reasonable price for our product. The net
price in 1972 was $1.09 for one house and the other S1.13.
The next step is to sell our standard mums to the whole
saler. In fact I believe all flowers should be sold outright
— not consigned. The result will be to place the burden
of error on those responsible for grading, distributing,
arranging, and selling our products.

Our pompons are planted as rooted cuttings directly
into the flowering beds spaced at about 31 square inches
per plant, generally pinched in two weeks (three weeks in
winter), then two more weeks of long days allowing all
shoots to remain on the plant resulting from the pinch. No
effort is made to prune. This practice gives us more stems
per bunch of different sizes and number of flowers per
stem, a product most retailers seem to favor. We still
weigh the stems into 9 oz. bunches. We still believe this
gives a uniform flower area per bunch.
♦Presented at the Ohio Florist Short Course, Columbus, Ohio,
January 8, 1974.

NOSTALGIC ATMOSPHERE FOR BROWSING

An old greenhouse becomes a conservatory for W. H.
Morrison in Oklahoma City. It is built inside the first
greenhouse attached to the present showroom. He tried to
make the conservatory as authentic to the early 1900s as
possible.

• He used brass water spigots of animals, instead of
regular faucets, and park benches from Charleston, S. C,
made at the turn of the century.

An old Dutch street lamp of that period was placed by
the steps going into the raised garden. Iron work adds to
the feeling. Stained glass was placed in the door and
mounted along a beveled window.

"Our idea was to give the customer a relaxed place to
shop . . . Also, we wanted to enable the customer to
browse and purchase plants in a natural setting. We have
introduced, we hope, a new way of selling plants," he said.

• Hundreds visited during Christmas and have re
turned time and time again with family or friends. Many
have asked to take pictures of the conservatory and have
brought out-of-town visitors to see it as if it were really
special.

"We have 3 weddings pending, and we didn't even con
sider weddings in the beginning. Also, garden clubs are
asking for meetings. All of this has happened before it
was barely finished, and we haven't put out any adver
tising to date," commented Mr. Morrison.

"People like to have room to browse around and plenty
of stock to choose from," agrees Louis Feinstein, owner
of Garden of Eden, Atherton, Calif. An outdoor garden
and large fireplace give the homelike setting which he
wanted to display his plants. The natural look is carried
out in display shelves and hanging plants.

TWO NEW HOT-PINK POINSETTIAS WILL BE
AVAILABLE TO THE TRADE THIS SEASON

Paul Ecke Poinsettias, Encinitas, California, will be dis
tributing a new Hot-Pink sport of the Annette Hegg this
year. This improved Pink sport was found and patented
by Mr. Ned Keefcr of Keefer Greenhouses, Andrews,
Indiana. This patented plant has a great deal of promise
because of its improved color. This sport has all of the
desirable characteristics, long lasting foliage and ease of
propagation.

Mrs. C. E. Wooldridge of Wooldridge Greenhouses,
Rustburg, Virginia, found a Hot-Pink sport of the Eckes-
point C-l in 1972. This patented color sport will, no
doubt, replace the original C-l Pink, considering the un
usual beauy of this distinct color improvement. This new
C-l Pink continues to have all the good features of the
C-l parent, including the symmetrical bract presentation,
branching ability and overall attractiveness.

Wide distribution of these 2 new Pink varieties is being
scheduled for the 1974 season.

TROPICAL FOLIAGE PRODUCTION

Tropical foliage production in '59 amounted to about
S24.1 million wholesale in 23 major States, Pennsylvania
State University reports.

In 1970, production was valued at $27.1 million or an
increase of only $3 million in 11 years.

But in 1971, $37.6 million in wholesale production was
recorded, $48.1 million was recorded in 1972, and even
greater increases are predicted for 1974.



New York State Flower Industries Bulletin No. 50, September, 1974

GASOLINE WORRIES? - POOL IT

Pool deliveries are again in the limelight . . . The 2
basic categories are cooperative efforts — on both large
and small scales — and commercial services.

• Commercial pools are relatively carefree for florists.
Vehicle maintenance is taken care of by the independent
service; pickups are made right at the door nearly any
time of the day; customers see only the sign of the delivery
service, not a different flower shop.

Delivery pools don't need to be large to be successful
... In Portland, Oregon, drivers from 3 shops meet and
trade packages on an even-swap basis. They select what
section of the city each will cover. Decisions are based
on who has the most to deliver in each area.

A successful example of a large, cooperative pool
delivery was set up by 17 Baltimore, Md., florists. They
divided Baltimore into 17 pie-shaped districts with one
florist located in each area. Six days a week, the florists
meet at a centrally located garage to swap packages.

• Orders to be delivered in each piece of the Baltimore
pie are placed on that florist's table. After the exchange,
the drivers load their trucks and head for their own
delivery areas. The transferring process takes about a
half hour.

Accurate logs of everything that comes in and out are
kept by a paid attendant. Each package must have a
special pool delivery stamp, costing 50 cents each, with
the sending shop's name on it. A shop receives 35 cents
for each package it delivers. The remaining 15 cents pays
the rent and the attendant.

Arrangements must be properly wrapped, boxed, and
addressed . . . Not more than 4 arrangements are allowed
per stop to eliminate extra runs. If a florist has more than
4 orders at a stop, he must deliver them himself.

Foliage Plant Acclimatization
(continued from page 5)

Ficus nitida is more difficult to maintain thanSchefflera
actinophylla. For Ficus, an acclimatization period in the
greenhouse under 50 percent shade (in Northern cli
mates) should last for at least 10 weeks. The plants should
be acclimated to a 5 day watering interval to induce new
leaf growth. These leaves are more likely to stay on the
plant than those produced under full sun conditions.

Placement of Ficus indoors should be well planned. A
location where light intensity of at least 50 to 60 ftc for
18 to 20 hours a day is essential. This light intensity and
photoperiod should be kept at constant levels with no
interruptions. Where these plants are used in public
buildings or offices, provisions for the necessary lighting
especially during weekends, should be made as the lack of
light even for a 2 day period could be detrimental to the
plant.

Fertilization practices should be kept minimal. Over
application of even slowly available nutrient sources may
result in excessive leaf drop of both species and especially
Ficus.

REFERENCES
1. Crockett, James Underwood and editors of Time-Life books.

1972. Foliage House Plants. Time-Life books. N.Y., N.Y.
160 p.

2. Mott, Russell C. 1971. Cornell Foliage Plant Mixes. Florists'
Review. 148(3839) :22
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who will assist you in your growing needs-
James D. Snyder, Tonawanda, N. Y. Phone: 716-691-7879

L. H. Pettersen, Wallkill, N. Y. Phone: 914-895-3632

Jerome F. Pitz, Southampton, L. I., N.Y. Phone:516-283-4484
R. H. Schloss, New Rochelle, N. Y. Phone: 914-NE 2-2295

S. S. SKIDELSKY & CO., INC.
685 Grand Avenue Ridgefield, N. J. 07657

Telephone: (201) 943-7840

HARRIS SEEDS
New York State bedding plant growers rate exclusive
Harris developments as the finest of their type.

Send for free catalog for Commercial Flower
Growers.

JOSEPH HARRIS CO., INC.
Moreton Farm

ROCHESTER, N. Y. 14624

WAYNE FLORAL CO., INC
P. O. Box 6, Newark, New York 14513

Call 315-331-6776 or 331-1384

"GROWERS CHOICE" PRODUCTS

Send for a complete listing of growers choice
products that are available for pick-up and delivery
at our Newark warehouse.

We have: Plastic pots, Monsanto plastic, Pro-Mix,
Osmocote, Agriform, Vary & Criterion Ghses.,
Chrysanthemum cuttings, Liquid & Soluble ferti
lizers, and much more!

rBBQing One application of Osmocote 18-6-12
f* +" O 'eeds for 8 to 9 months. Mix with
UdrndtlOnSf planting medium or surface-apply. Use

as the sole source of major nutrients
or in conjunction with a liquid feeding
program.

Safe, clean, odorless—
not affected by soil pH or by

amount or frequency of watering.

Use Long-Lasting OsmOCOtB

h
SIERRA CHEMSCAL COMPANY

r%(/\ '001 YOSEMITE DR.. MILPITAS. CALIFORNIA 9S035
«f*j»\ Manufacturers of long-lasting Osmocote*
»•* ) and Agriform ront rolled release fertilizers.
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FTD HELD SERVICE REPRESENTATIVE

Elizabeth A. (Betsy) Shoup has become the first woman
Field Service Representative in the history of Florists'
Transworld Delivery, (FTD). Ms. Shoup, in her new
assignment, will assist FTD florist members in District
8-H, 9-C and 10-F, which cover Colorado, New Mexico
and Utah respectively.

PENNSYLVANIA GETS NEW EXEC. DIRECTOR

Philadelphia, Pa.—Robert Puhlman, President of the
Pennsylvania Retail Florists Association, has announced
the appointment of a new executive director of his organ
ization, which serves retail florists throughout the State.

Robert M. Cullers has been named the new executive
director replacing John Early, Hummelstown, Pa., who
has served PRF in that position for the past seven years.
Mr. Early has resigned to devote full-time to his own
flower shop and to lecturing.

The new executive director also serves as executive
director of Allied Florists of Delaware Valley, Inc., and
he is also president of Writers: Free-Lance, Inc., both
located at 426 Pennsylvania Ave., Fort Washington, Pa.,
which will also be new headquarters for Pennsylvania
Retail Florists Assn.

WEDDING TRENDS

More formality in weddings, bulkier bouquets, and
more traditional bridal flowers, with bigger blooms and
stems left long, reflect a trend toward the popular 1920's
look.

Informality does prevail, as a recent survey of retailers
around the country revealed, expressed in an old-fashioned
garden look in wedding gowns and colonial bridal
bouquets.

New York brides like the arm bouquet, which is easier
to carry than the cascade or colonial.

White wicker baskets loosely filled with mixed flowers
are much in demand. Attendants are wearing floral head
bands matched to the colors and flowers in their bouquets.

All shops surveyed offered services such as aisle run
ners, posts, candelabra, and canopies. A few were
equipped to take orders for invitations, napkins, match-
books, and other wedding needs.

SAF ELECTS OFFICERS AND BOARD MEMBERS
President James B. Vosters and Vice-President Ralph

M. Wright have been re-elected for a second term by the
Society of American Florists (SAF).

Elected to the SAF Board of Directors are: Samuel S.
Pennock III from the Wholesalers Division, Donald
Rosacker from the Growers Division, and Vincent P.
Adamo from the Retailers Division.

HOWARD W. MATOTT RETIRES

Howard W. Matott, extension program leader for agri
culture and natural resources in Cooperative Extension at
Cornell University, has been named professor of extension
administration emeritus upon his retirement on July 31.

Matott completes 30 years with Cooperative Extension,
the past 16 years on the staff of the extension adminstra-
tion and on the faculty of the N. Y. State College of Agri
culture and Life Sciences, Cornell.

He came to Cornell in 1958 as assistant state leader of
county agricultural agents and assistant professor. He was
promoted to associate professor in 1963, and became an
extension program leader for agriculture and natural
resources in 1970, with major responsibilities in the plant
sciences.

In this capacity, he has worked closely with inter
departmental extension committees on floriculture, orna
mental horticulture, fruits, and vegetable crops.

DAVID T. SMITH APPOINTED IN EXTENSION

David T. Smith, director of the Cooperative Extension
Association in Monroe County, has been named program
coordinator for Cooperative Extension at Cornell Univer
sity, effective July 18.

He will assume major responsibility for coordination of
extension programs in floriculture, ornamental horticul
ture, fruit, and vegetable crops.

Smith succeeds Howard W. Matott, who retires July 31
after 30 years of service.

Smith will work closely with Jim L. Ozbun, associate
director of Cooperative Extension who is responsible for
the overall agriculture program.

A native of Beaver Falls, Pa., Smith received his B.S.
degree in 1953, and his M.S. degree in agronomy in 1961,
both from Cornell.

He has had extensive experience both in extension work
and agricultural business. He spent seven years as an
Extension Agent in Madison and Otsego Counties. He
then spent the next eight years with Agway, Inc., first as
technical fieldman and later as sales manager. In 1970,
he returned to Cooperative Extension as Monroe County
Extension Association director.
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