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Mulches of black plastic are becoming more popular because of the
high degree of weed control, ease" of application, and greater growth and
productivity of warm-season flowers. Begin by watering the garden area
a day in advance of applying the plastic. Then spread the plastic over
the surfaces and cut large X-marks approximately 4 inches long where the
plants are to be set. Set the plants, being careful to not make any more
holes in the plastic. The annuals will soon cover the mulch. With care,
the plastic can be taken up and reused for several seasons.

Watering

Watering is important for the continual growth of the plants. Gener
ally 1 inch of water each week is required. Use a sprinkler or soaker
hose rather than a hand-held hose. Allow the water to penetrate down into
the root zone at least 6-8 inches. Some shallow-rooted annuals grown in
exposed sites will require water several times each week. Water thoroughly
each time.

Fertilizing

Annual flower beds should be fertilized just prior to planting. If
the soil fertility is low, denoted by poor growth, yellow leaves, etc.,
apply 1/2 - 1 pound of 5-10-5 or similar analysis fertilizer per 100 square
feet of area every month - 6 weeks. Do not let dry or concentrated fer
tilizer fall on the foliage or flowers. Water thoroughly after applying
fertilizer.

To help home gardeners, a general rule is that 1 pound of dry fertilizer
is about equal to 2 cups. There are 48 teaspoonfuls in one cup. Therefore
you would recommend 1-2 cups for each 100 square feet of area or 1 teaspoon
per square foot for small areas.

If you are selling special fertilizers, then always tell the customer
to follow directions. It is far better to under-dose rather than over-dose.

Flower Removal

Annuals are noted for the number of blooms produced during the growing
season. If you remove old, faded blooms and developing seed pods ewery 5-7
days, the plants are stimulated to produce more flowers. All flowers respond
to flower removal. The long stems of calendula, calliopsis and petunias can
be pruned back mid-way to produce new growth and more flowers. Ageratum
respond to removing the entire flowering heads.
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CARE OF FRESHLY CUT FLOWERS

John A. Wott

Extension Horticulturist,
Home Environment

Flowers cut fresh from the garden will last longer if they are conditioned
or "hardened." Properly treated flowers will take up water readily and do not
wilt quickly after they have been arranged.

1. Cut the flowers before 9 a.m.

2. Cut the flower stems with a sharp knife on a 45° angle.
3. Remove foliage from the bottom portion of the stem.
4. Place the cut stems into warm water (110°F) immediately.
5. Use a commercial or prepared flower food in the water. Use a

food which is a composite of sugar, acidifier and a mild fung
icide. The use of aspirin, copper pennies, etc. does not pro
long the life of cut flowers.

6. Allow the flowers to stand at least 4-5 hours in a cool room.
7. Blossoms can be wrapped to clean them crist.
8. Be sure the container for arranging is washed with soap and

water to remove all bacteria.

9. Avoid excessive heat both before and after arranging.
10. Keep flowers in a cool area when not in use.
11. Never store flowers with fruits or vegetables.

STOP WASTING YOUR ADVERTISING DOLLARS1
K. W. Kepner

University of Florida

Management often views advertising from an accounting rather than
from a marketing standpoint. This results in advertising expenditures
not being viewed as an investment in future earnings.

Another mistake is for management to think of advertising as a
defensive marketing-merchandising tool instead of as an offensive
marketing weapon.

Management tends to place primary emphasis upon the quantitative
(budget determination and allocation, media, schedule) aspects of
advertising with less attention being given to the qualitative aspects
(themes, appeals,and messages). Yet, in many instances, the qualitative
decision areas of advertising are more important to program success
than the quantitative ones.

Management often believes that it is not possible to meaningfully
evaluate the effectiveness of their firm's advertising program. This
belief is archaic and, furthermore, evaluation need not be expensive.
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