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CUT FLOWERS ARRANGED IN A COLORFUL DISPLAY FOR THE
PIT; - PRF EXHIBIT AT THE PENNSYLVANIA FARM SHOW.
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THE

PRESIDENT'S CORNER

Herman Hellberg

The action taken by the P.F.G. Executive Committee at the
last directors' meeting makes me proud to be a member of the
P.F.G. and especially privileged to be President of such an or
ganization. The action I am referring to pertains to the letter
sent to all grower members of the P.F.G.

The Department of Labor and Industry has attempted to
partially divorce Floriculture from agriculture by assuming that
growers are subject to the wage and hour laws as they pertain
to women and children. Some of the growers have already been
cited and this was brought to the attention of the executive Com
mittee. After making plans to oppose this attempt of the De
partment of Labor and Industry, the Executive Committee took
the action that I referred to earlier.

The Executive Committee voted to attend, in a body, any
future hearings on this subject whether it be a general hearing
or that of any particular grower cited, and representing the
Floriculture Industry of Pennsylvania to protest this action of the
Department of Labor and Industry. This means that these men,
all of whom are busy with their own businesses, have voted to
take the time to help their fellow growers in the state combat
something that may have far reaching effects on our industry.
I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate the Execu
tive Committee for this action and I am proud to be counted
among them.



C

CARNATION BUD CRIPPLING and SHRIVELING
John W. White

Penn State University

SYMPTOMS

Do you on occasion find carnation buds or flowers
that tend to stop midway in their development and
shrivel up and die? What causes this to occur, usually
only in random spots or at certain times of the year?
The accompanying photographs, Figures 1, 2 and 3,
should help answer these questions for many of these
occurances.

Figure 1: Normal Flower — Flower showing effects of
mechanical injury.

Figure 1 shows a normal flower on the left and
a shriveled flower of the same age and variety on the
riglit. In Figure 2 are seen five carnation buds which
are partially open with the center bud being normal,
while the two buds to either side of it are either crip
pled or shriveled. Take a close look at the bud to the
immediate right of the center bud and observe; the
lacerated section of stem immediately under the calyx.
A close up of this bud may be seen in Figure 3.

Figure 2: Carnation Buds of similar age showing Calyx and
Petal Drying — Crippling — Normal — Shriveled
- Partial Crippling.

Figure 3: Shriveled Bud from Fig. 2 showing laceration of
Stem from axillary hud and leaf removal.

EXPLANATION

This lacerated area of the stem was at one time
the site of a small leaf and an axillary bud. Several
weeks previous to tin's photograph this flowering stem
was disbudded, and in the process of removing the
upper-most axillary bud the small leaf was removed.
The accidental removal of this leaf in turn left tin's
lacerated section. Figure 3 shows an example of a
rather extreme case while in Figure 1 both buds to the
left of center and the bud to the far right are more
typical. In the case of those buds, as well as the flower
to the right in Figure 1, the axillary bud was removed
and the small uppermost leaf was broken, but not re
moved completely as was illustrated in Figure 2. As
a result of this leaf being injured at its base, one of
several things can happen. It may heal completely and
the flower develop normally, Figure 1, flower on the
left; or it may heal partially and go unnoticed until
the bud begins to expand or the flower to open, Figure
1, flower on the right. At this time, the demand by the
buds or flowers lor water and food materials outstrips
the stems ability to supply these materials. If this

(Continued on page 7)



FARM SHOW EXHIBIT-1962
A BIG SUCCESS

Combining their efforts and floor space, the Penn
sylvania Flower Growers and the Pennsylvania Retail
Florists produced a very successful exhibit at the Farm
Show during January, (Cover Photo and Figure 1 on
this page). Each year, the flower exhibit continues to
attract large numbers of the more than 500,000 visitors
to the Farm Show.

As they did last year, Harry Erclman, retired di
rector of horticulture for the Hershey Estates, and Sam
Simon, Harrisburg Wholesale Co., served as Co-Chair-
men for the growers and Carl Sallade of Reading was
Chairman lor the retailers. Joe Johnston, Jr. of Mc-
Keesport coordinated activities between the two or
ganizations and was responsible lor securing the cut
flowers, plants and florist supplies. All of these ma
terials were donated for the Farm Show exhibit. Costs

and profits will be shared equally by each organiza
tion.

Harry Erdman was retained by the growers and
retailers to manage the exhibit. lie worked long and
hard and lived the Farm Show Exhibit during the
entire week. He has indicated that this will be his

last year; but we hope not, lor both organizations will
surely miss him.

The work on the exhibit and the corsage, flower
and plant sales began on Sunday, January 7. Four
students and Dr. Pfahl from Penn State, a large num
ber of retail florists, several growers joined forces to
stage the exhibit, assemble the corsages, arrange the
cut flowers, and distribute the large number of poin-

Carl Sallade directs design and selling efforts of retail llorists.

(Photos courtesy Pa. Agricultural Extension Service
Jim Ratlunell and Alci Voigt, Photographers).

The portion of the PFC-PRF Farm Show Exhibit in which
plants were displayed.

settia plants throughout the Farm Show Building. Jim
Rathmell worked with Carl Sallade and Harry Erdman
at the Farm Show Booth while Joe Johnston, Marty
Yeatman and others prepared corsages at the Harris
burg Wholsesale Florists.

Sunday evening, the Farm Show opened with a
tour of the Exhibits by the Governor and his wile. In
the Governor's party were Dr. and Mrs. Henning,
Secretary of Agriculture. Boutonnieres and corsages,
prepared by the florists, were presented to all members
of the Governor's group.

Several people deserve special recognition for
their time and effort in making the PFG-PRF Farm
Show Exhibit a success:

Mr. and Mrs. Sam Simon for devoting their facili
ties, their daily help at the booth, and for their hos
pitality to the members who worked in setting up the
exhibit.

Harry Stephenson, of Shiremanstown, for provid
ing the services of two men daily to water and care
for the plants and (lowers in the Farm Show Building.
His greenhouses were used to store plants.

The retailers who devoted their time away from
their shops to man the booth throughout the week.

To the growers and suppliers who donated the
flowers, plants and materials used in the exhibit and
for sales throughout the week.

The following Growers, Retailers,

Wholesalers, and Suppliers contrib
uted generously to the success of the

PFG - PRF Farm Show Exhibit.



Carnation Buds—(Continued from page 1)

occurs, either the bud or the flower petals will become
soft, may appear water soaked, and if left on the plant
will eventually turn brown and crisp. Whether this
occurs at the bud stage or at some later point during
flower development will depend on the severity of
injury and will be influenced by the weather and the
available moisture supply in the soil.

Besides the strictly mechanical affect on the plant
that can occur from the injury of this small upper leaf,
two other effects can develop from this situation:
(1) Growth hormones moving through the plant can
build up on the side of the stem opposite the injury
and cause the flower to grow in that direction, as seen
in Figure 1, the bud to the immediate left of the cen
ter bud. (2) Disease organisms have ample oppor
tunity to invade the plant through this wound and
therefore may increase the chances of injury or of
arresting the flower development.

Sometimes after the flower or bud tissue have be
gun to collapse disease organisms will move in as sec
ondary invaders and appear to be the initial causes of
the bud or flower shriveling. It would be difficult in
most cases to discern which occurred first the collapse
or the disease.

SOLUTION

The solution to this whole problem is quite simple;
re-educate your help or whoever is doing the disbud
ding. Caution them on the need for more careful
handling of the flowers. It seems a shame to put time
and money into growing a plant for three to four
months only to have someone in a hurry to get a coffee
break or eat lunch, destroy the product, and even more
ironic if you realize you may not know about the in
jury for several more weeks. I should think every car
nation grower knows how to disbud carnations prop
erly, therefore I will not insult your intelligence by
describing in flowering words or photographs this
technique; but maybe it has been a while since you
checked with your help on their technique or have
hired someone new who isn't cognizant of the above
situation and the damage which follows.

"PETERS FERTILIZERS"

A complete line of soluble and long-life fertilizer for

mulas specially designed for the commercial grower and

manufactured by ROBERT B. PETERS CO., INC., the

trade's leading commercial soil test laboratory. Drop a
card for complete price list and your free brochure,
"The Peters System Of Soil Fertility Control."

ROBERT B. PETERS CO., INC.

2833 Pennsylvania Street Allentown, Penna.

News from S. A. F.
Freezing damage to flower shipments has been

heavy this year, but the Society of American Florists
is successfully collecting such losses for industrymen
through its Loss and Damage Claim Collection Plan.
Substantial savings have been gained by participants
in the Plan, particularly on claims which have been
referred before declination on the part of the carrier.

Participants pay only a reasonable fee if they are
paid for their losses and there is no fee if the Society
is unable to collect the claim. The fee for SAF non-

members is 5 per cent higher and the minimum non-
member fee is $1 per claim.

Cecil Callison, Chairman of SAF's Traffic Com
mittee, lists the following suggestions to help florists
protect themselves from shipping losses during freez
ing weather: (1) Use adequate wrapping to protect
the shipment from frost injury; (2) Declare the proper
values to protect the full value of the shipment; (3)
Notify the delivering carrier immediately in case of
damage and obtain a written inspection report; and
(4) Use SAF transmittal claim forms to submit claims
on losses. Claim forms and full information on the

Loss and Damage Claim Collection Program can be
obtained from the Society of American Florists, Shera
ton-Park Hotel, Washington 8, D. C.

"Florists may have money coming to them that
they don't even know about," claims Cecil Callison,
Chairman, Traffic Committee, Society of American
Florists. "It's easy to be overcharged on shipping
rates without being aware of it."

Mr. Callison points out that only through expert
freight bill auditing can florists be sure they have been
billed for the least expensive rates for a particular
shipment. The Society of American Florists is return
ing this money for overpayment to those who are tak
ing advantage of the SAF Freight Bill Auditing Pro
gram.

The service covers all freight bills. The fee is 50
per cent of the amount collected — no collection, no
charge. The fee for SAF non-members is 5 per cent
higher.

"Florists have nothing to lose except the postage
to mail back freight bills," says Mr. Callison. Indus
trymen have a chance to recover overpayments for
a period of three years since the statute for recovery
of overpayments is three years from the date of pay
ment of the charges.

Those wishing to avail themselves of this new
SAF service should send their freight bills for the past
three years directly to: Society of American Florists
Traffic Department, 99 Hudson Street, New York, New
York. They will be audited and returned within a
period of one month.
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Students Try Out for Judging Team
Peter B. Pfahl

Penn State University
Ten Penn State Floriculture and Ornamental

Horticulture students are meeting two nights a week
to compete for a team of four students who will go to
the National Intercollegiate Flower Judging Contest.
This Contest is sponsored annually by the Society of
American Florists and Pi Alpha Xi, National Floricul
ture Honorary Society, and will be held this year on
April 6th at the University of Maryland. Materials
which will be judged include: several varieties of
Roses, Carnations, Snapdragons, Stocks, Iris, Gladi
olus, Pompons, Standards, and Daffodils. Potted plants
to be judged include Azaleas, African Violets, Hy
drangeas, Gardenias, Gloxinia, and Foliage Plants.

Only three of the students come from Horticul
tural families which include one fruit grower and two
flower growers. It is remarkable that the other seven
have acquired a desire for floriculture and ornamental
horticulture more on their own than through any
family relationships. Four of the following ten stu
dents will be chosen to represent Penn State at the
Contest in April: Ronald Bracciante, Elmont, N. Y.;
David Buresch, Pittsburgh; Richard Criley, Elizabeth-
town; Michael Fitzgibbons, Philipsburg; Anne Lott,
Aspers; Elaine McGary, Richboro; Jarrold Manning,
Ruffsdale; John Novy, Courtdale; Charles Salisbury;
and John Treese, Pittsburgh.

The Contest provides not only knowledge for stu
dents in learning how to judge the quality of flowers,
but also presents the opportunity for them to meet the
University leaders in floriculture as well as students
from other institutions majoring in floriculture and
ornamental horticulture.

Penn State Flower Judging Team
In Every Contest Since 1947

Penn State students have had a team in eighteen
out of twenty National Intercollegiate Flower Judging
Contests which started in 1938 and have been held
annually except for the war years. Only Ohio State
has beaten this record with a total of nineteen con
tests attended.

Since the present coach took over in 1949 the

Penn State team has been in the prize money (top
three awards) in six out of thirteen contests. They
won the George Asmus cup for first prize in 1949 and
1957; came in second in 1956, 1960, and 1961; and
were third in 1952. Last year's second place team lost
to Ohio State by only 5 points out of 4500. The team
consists of three members plus an alternate. Last
year's contest was in Pullman, Washington.

Orginally the contests were held in conjunction
with the National Flower Show. Since the discon
tinuance of that function, the contests have been held
at a University Campus wherever a floriculture cur
riculum is available.

CULTURED-INDEXED GERANIUMS
To establish a "Mother Block" for the best possible stock to

bench this summer. Don't gamble on ordinary' geraniums; you

are your best customer.

Improved Ricard, red
Irene, red

Olympic Red
Dark Red Irene

Better Times, rose red

Radio Red, dark red

Wendy Ann (new)
light Salmon

Salmon Irene

Penny, neon pink
Genie, rose pink
Springfield White
Mme. Buchner, white

Didden's Improved
Picardy, medium Salmon

Rooted Cuttings • $15.00

•2V, in. Peat Pots - $22.00

per 100, $140.00 per 1000
per 100, $200.00 per 1000

OGLEVEE FLORAL COMPANY

152 Oglevee Lane Connellsville, Pa.

GERMAN'S SEEDS GERMINATE

Write For Our 1962 "Florists" Catalog

"The House of Personal Service"

Others claim their seeds are good,

But ours do what you think they should.

WE GUARANTEE TO SHIP ALL SEED ORDERS
BY RETURN MAIL

H. G. GERMAN, SEEDS

103 Bank St. Phone 436 Smethport, Pa.

Complete Insurance Programs for
FLORISTS, GROWERS, NURSERIES,

and ALLIED TRADES!

"Specialists"
GREENHOUSE INSURANCE

for information send coupon to

Florists' Mutual
INSURANCE COMPANY
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EDWARDSVILLE, ILLINOIS S


