
I 9JJJ£2£i± State QlvUdl' AMociciiaa

BULLETIN
Published six times a year by the I.S.F.A.

1011 West Healey Street, Chamiaign, Illinois 61820

NUMBER 362 G. M. Fosler, Editor NOVEMBER-DECEMBER, 1975

EASTON ELECTED I.S.F.A. PRESIDENT
Balloting Results Ratified

At its quarterly meeting of October 15, 1975, held
at Mattoon, the I.S.F.A. Board of Directors ratified re

sults of the Association's recent election.

Newly elected
I.S.F.A. President,

AL EASTON,
Easton's Flowers,
Mt. Vernon.

Our new President for 1976 is AI Easton of Eas

ton's Flower Shop, Mt. Vernon. Now holding the Vice-
Presidential post is Dick Colman of Colman Florist &
Greenhouses, Inc., Rock Island. Treasurer Olin A. Wet

zel, Florists' Mutual Insurance Co., Edwardsville, was

re-elected to serve another term. Executive-Secretary
Dan Irons, Mattoon Flower Shop & Greenhouses, Mat-
toon, and Editor G.M. Fosler, Champaign, both con
tinue in their respective capacities.

New faces on the I.S.F.A.'s Board of Directors are

J.B. Curtis, Pontiac Greenhouses, Pontiac; Tom Fay,
Watseka Floral Co., Watseka; Lee Johnson, Johnson
Greenhouses, Peotone; Avada Leaf, Virginia's Flowers,
Olney; George F. Mabis, Abbott's Florist, Champaign;
Eugene Mayberry, Florists' Mutual Insurance Co., Ed
wardsville; Mary Noble Williams, Noble Flower Shop,
Charleston, and Orville W. Busse (ex officio), Busse's

Flowers, Gifts, & Antiques, Kankakee. A full run-down
on all the 1976 officers and directors is presented on
page 3.

The Association extends its grateful thanks to Or
ville W. Busse for his two fruitful years as I.S.F.A.
President. During his tenure the organization was
notably strengthened and moved forward in a business
like manner with new ideas and programs. We applaud
Orville for a job well done! Likewise, warm expressions
of gratitude are extended to those persons whose terms
on the Board of Directors have expired.

The "Spirit of '76" Conference
As announced in the last issue of the I.S.F.A. Bul

letin (No. 361), the Committees for the upcoming Spring
Conference have been appointed and are already setting
about their tasks diligently. The general theme for the
Bicentennial Year Conference, to be held on Saturday
and Sunday, March 13 & 14, 1976, at the Holiday Inn,
Decatur, 111., will be "THE SPIRIT OF '76."

It's none too early to write in for room reservations:
Holiday Inn, 3633 West U.S. Rte. 36, Decatur, 111.
62522. As alternatives, you can use the Holidex System
at your local Holiday Inn for making reservations, or
call the motel directly (Phone: 217-422-8800).

The Spring Conference Trade Fair, always a very
well-attended part of this annual event, is again in the
able hands of newly-elected President Al Easton.
Tradesmen who anticipate renting space should contact
Mr. Easton at 126 N. 9th St., Mt. Vernon, 111. 62864

(Phone: 618-242-0616); or, I.S.F.A. Executive-Secretary
Dan Irons at 505 S. 23rd St.. Mattoon, 111. 61938

(Phone: 217-235-0331).
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A Man of Distinction

Two words —affable and capable — very aptlyde
scribe our new President, Al Easton. He was I.S.F.A.
Vice-President in 1974-75, and a member of the Board
of Directors in 1972-73. And in 1973 he served as
General Spring Conference Chairman, while in '74 and
'75 he was Trade Fair Chairman and will handle these
duties again for the upcoming March Conference.

Al has operated Easton's Flowers in Mt. Vernon
since 1950. Associated with him in the business are his
wife, Jean, and his daughter, Pam. The Easton's also
have a son, Kent. You may remember that Easton was
named national "F.T.D. Florist of the Year" in 1974,
having been chosen from among a slate of candidates
noted for providing "extra touch" services to their com
munities through leadership in civic, charitable and so
cial activities. Subsequently, he was a guest of honor at
the 1975 Tournament of Roses Parade in Pasadena,
Calif., helped decorate the White House for the 1974
Christmas season, and served as a judgeof floats for the
Football Hall of Fame in Canton. Ohio.

Pres. Easton has been an F.T.D. member for 25
years, and also active in many community, state and na
tional organizations and services. He served as a panel
member of the Governor's Committee on Youth. As a
founder of the Jefferson County Committee on Youth
Development, he has held membership on several sub
committees dealing with mental health, drugs, alcohol
and other youth problems. He also helped develop a
camping program for underprivileged children at Little
Grassy Lake near Carbondale.

Other organizations in which Easton has been ac
tive include: S.A.F.; Florist Designers Guild; Rotary
Club; Y.M.C.A.; Independent Order of Oddfellows;
Elk's Club; Eagles; American Legion; AmVets; Veter
ans of Foreign Wars; Greater Egypt Criminal Justice
Committee; Illinois Information Volunteers in Court

Committee; Citizen Resources in Criminal Justice Com
mittee; Jefferson County United Fund; Kingsmen Auto
Club; and the International Show Car Association.

Pres. Easton says that he expects to carry out his
new duties in a vigorous and progressive manner, and
intends to have a strong working relationship with the
Board of Directors. He deserves our full support, and
under his leadership we can anticipate a noteworthy
year for the I.S.F.A.!

Vice-Pres. Colman has also served the Association

long and well. He was elected to the Board of Directors
as Chairman of Region II from 1972-74. In connection
with I.S.F.A. Spring Conferences, he was appointed
Design School Chairman in '73, General Show Chair
man in '74, and Conference Program Chairman for
both 1975 and 1976.

WE'RE DOING SOMETHING RIGHT

"An increase in sales averaging better than
10% in some North Central States indicates that
something unusual is happening there." So says
the October, 1975, issue of "The Bloom Booster"
in the "California Florists" publication.

Quoting further: "In Illinois and Minnesota,
per household florist sales average higher than
other states in their surrounding area. Probable
cause for the growth of these states as a fertile
retail sales area begins with the comprehensive
public relations activity of florists associations
within these states, says Truman Fossum, in the
'Census of Business.'

"These leaders have paved the way toward
competitive efforts with other kinds of retail
trade ~ rather than dwelling upon competition
between retail florists in a given market. Indivi
duals among north central florists are known to
be actively increasing public awareness of the
satisfactions derived from the goods and serv
ices of retail florists.

"Florists in the north central area have ac
tively effected cost-cutting business practices,
such as cooperative and quantity purchasing of
perishable stock and other supplies, delivery
pools, and central makeup of designing facili
ties. Another impetus has been a long-range
strategy to diminish the role of sympathy
flowers and increase consumer demand for non-
sympathy occasions.

"The North Central States, furthermore,
have been benefactors of the impressive net
work of educational, research, and extension
services of their respective state universities,
colleges of agriculture, and technical insti
tutes."

ofea
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with any phase of the bedding plant industry. Dozens
of topics covered, including some of the latest informa
tion available anywhere. Copies can be obtained at
$6.00 each from Bedding Plants, Inc., 4479 Seneca
Drive, Okemos, Mich. 48864. (Note: Proceedings of
the 5th [1972] and 6th [1973] National Bedding Plant
Conferences are also still available at $5.00 each.)

Grounds for Gardening Horticultural Guide,
published by the University of Missouri Extension Divi
sion. This is a valuable loose-leaf reference for the
home gardener, containing more than 50 topics on se
lection, planting and caring for plants. The guide can
be ordered, at $5.00 per copy, from: Extension Publi
cations, 205 Whitten Hall, University of Missouri, Co
lumbia, Mo. 65201. (An update packet, costing $1.00,
is prepared annually.)

A SECOND PURPOSE

FOR FUNERAL FLOWERS

If funeral flowers were sold on the basis of their
having a second purpose, most certainly they would
find a greater acceptance. An additional benefit is that
flowers would find their way into homes. The industry
has been seeking some sort of wedge that would en
courage people into using and wanting flowers in their
everyday existence.

Of course, at the moment, it isn't "everyday exist
ence." But as a result of the funeral, flowers can be in
the home for the sheer enjoyment they can and will af
ford.

The large, solid arrangements wouldn't be the
ones to make it to the home after the funeral. Family
and friends might very well like to send these flowers
to other places that seldom receive flowers, where
they would be appreciated.

Smaller, more prestigious funeral designs could do
much to enhance the image of sympathy flowers in the
minds of the public, and these floral arrangements
would fit into the average house or apartment.

However, florists may be caught in a "squeeze"
situation here. Many funeral flower customers expect a
sympathy piece to be a large, showy arrangement. On
the other hand, funeral flower critics knock ostentation
in our designs.

The younger generation's flower-consciousness is
clear evidence that funeral flowers may continue to be
a strong factor in sales. Young people want customs to
be meaningful; even those who pick wild flowers to
bring to a funeral are keeping alive the tradition that
flowers say, "I care."

Many florists now promote the sending of
memorial tributes when handling a strict "please omit"
funeral. A list of elderly people's homes, veterans' hos
pitals, and other institutions are suggested as alterna-

tives to sending flowers to the funeral home. In some
areas, it is also becoming a popular custom to send
flowers on the anniversary of a death.

—From the "California Florist.

THE PARABLE OF "DON'T"

Worth repeating is this allegorical tale from "The
Michigan Florist" which tells of two young boys who
went out into the yard to play ball. The 6-year old pit
cher explained to the 4-year old batter:

"Don't hit down there or the ball will go into the
street and get run over!"

"Don't hit it over my head or it'll go into Mom's
flower bed and she'll be mad!"

"Don't hit it over there or it'll go into Crawford's
yard and the dog will get it!"

"Don't foul it back or you'll break a window!
Ready?"

On the first pitch, the batter didn't even try to
swing. The pitcher asked: "How come ya didn't
swing?" The batter replied, "Cus I was afraid to!!"

Yea and verily. Erect enough barriers to action,
and action will slow to a stop.

Just as with the young batter, today's
independent businessman is confronted with a rapidly
growing number of State and Federal restraints in the
form of rigid regulations, profit-draining taxes, and
surging hidden fringes like Workmen's and Unemploy
ment Compensation. How recently have you told your
elected representatives that your business is rapidly
getting like the young batter, afraid to swing because
of too many DONTS?

WORDS WE ALWAYS LIKE TO HEAR

No problem . . . We'll find a way . . . Take your
time . . . Count on me . . . Can I help? . . . Hold on
while I check . . . How would you like it? . . . Here are
the details . . . You're fully covered . . . You're all paid
up . . . Any suggestions? . . . Maybe you're right . . .
Good deal . . . You do it your way . . . Thank you.



Page 18 ILLINOIS STATE FLORISTS'ASSOCIATION BULLETIN

DRYING FLOWERS

'THE MICROWAVE WAY'

Drying flowers for floral design, which previously
took up to 6 weeks of drying time, can now be done in
a matter of minutes with the microwave oven. The new

technique presents fresher-appearing, more colorful
materials for use in floral designs.

Mrs. Grace Rymer of Cleveland, Tenn., prominent
floral designer, consultant and artist, has found that
drying flowers the 'microwave way' is one of the most
challenging and exciting adventures in her floral career.
Mrs. Rymer, who has been a member of a New York
design team for several years, has traveled across the
country designing for such events as the inaugural ball
of former Pres. Nixon.

Mrs. Rymer is a member of a family that founded
and owns a company that is the national distributor of a
well-known brand of microwave ovens. "The micro

wave oven has given us this new mechanic to make
the technique possible," said Mrs. Rymer.

Along with the microwave, a supportive substance
for flowers is needed. This protects flowers that wilt
easily and allows them to dry in three-dimensional
shape, as in their natural form.

"I suggest one of three agents for this supportive
substance: Silica-Gel, available in most hobby shops; a
mixture of equal parts of borax and com meal; and kitty
litter."

"I have used the kitty litter to great success," Mrs.
Rymer says. "It is the most inexpensive and the
easiest to use — it has great absorbing quality, as it is
made of ground clay." For smoother surfaces (orchids,
daisies), however, she prefers Silica-Gel. All of the
agents can be used repeatedly.

Dried Leaves

Leaves, as well as flowers, can be dried in the
microwave oven. The process preserves the interest
ing color and texture of autumn leaves.

To dry the leaves effectively, put a long, flat pyrex
dish into the oven and cover with a strip of paper
towel. Place a branch of three leaves across the towel
(with largest leaf about 4 inches). Cover with a second
strip of towel. Turn the oven to 1 Vz minutes and when
the bell rings, turn the leaves over and repeat the pro
cess. When the 3 minutes have elapsed, remove the
branch. For larger branches of leaves, allow more oven
time.

Dried Flowers

Mrs. Rymer's favorite — the fragile, exquisite
orchid — receives best results with an application of
Silica-Gel. After the application, place the orchid in the
oven for 214 minutes. When it is finished, the flower
should be allowed to stand for 10 hours to set. After

this, remove the drying material, and place in shredded
paper in the correct position for a few hours of air
drying.

"The marigold and chrysanthemum have been the
easiest to dry, taking from 2-6 minutes, depending
upon the size of the blossom," says Mrs. Rymer.
"Marigolds retain all their vibrant color and much of
their flexibility. They feel and look as though they've
just been picked!"

The finished dried arrangement can be freshened
periodically by a gentle spray of warm water — just
enough to remove the dust. Simply wipe off leaves
with a damp cloth.

"I think it's wonderful to discover a new use for
the microwave and, at the same time, a new means of
speeding up the process of the ever-popular dried
flowers. Dried arrangements by this new method are
as colorful as fresh flowers, and needless to say, the
results are beautiful," says Mrs. Rymer.

DRYING TIMES

Set Aside
Number Baking in

in Time- Rotate Supporting
Flower Containers

Clusters,

Minutes Position

Every Vi

Material

Azaleas several 2 minute

Every
10 hours

Cattleya orchid 1 3 minute 12 hours
Dutch Iris

(bake 2 containers Every
at once) 1 3 minute 10 hours

Carnations

(bake 2 containers Every
at once) 1 3 minute 12 hours

Garden carnations,
pink (use cardboard Every VS
platter) Several 2 minute

Every '/i
6 hours

Anemones, large 1 3 minute

Every Vi
12 hours

Anemones, small Several 2'/i minute

Every
6 hours

Dogwood cluster 2-3 3 minute 8 hours

Roses, Ig. full bloom Every Vi
(use pyrex bowl) 1 y/i minute

Every V5
24 hours

Roses, med. full bloom 1 2Vi minute

Every Vi
12 hours

Roses, miniature Several \Vi minute 5 hours
Pansy Every '/i
(use cardboard platter) 5-8 2 minute 4 hours
Chrysanthemum, large Every
(use pyrex bowl) 1 3 minute ] 2 hours

Chrysanthemum, single
bloom (use cardboard Every '/S
platter) 3-5 2V6 minute 10 hours

Marigolds, large
(use cereal bowl) 1 2V6 None 12 hours

Marigolds, medium
(3 containers at once) 1 2Vi None

Every
10 hours

Tulip 1 3 minute

Every
15 hours

Peony 1 3 minute 12 hours
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These are all approximate drying times in regard
to the substance in the various flowers. Mrs. Rymer
has been very successful with the flowers listed. Re

member to have each petal separated with the
supporting material, not letting the flower petals touch.
Supporting material used for these flowers is kitty litter.

There is abundant literature on methods of preserving /lowers and
foliage. But in this article Mrs. Rymer presents a fascinating new
angle that you might like to try. (Photo courtesy A.L. Randall Co.I

When flowers are removed from the supporting
substance, tap lightly on the stem section so the gran
ules will fall away. To eliminate dusty appearances on
dark flowers, use a cosmetic or small artist's brush to

lightly remove the dust. Then, either impregnate a wire
into the stem or thread a wire through the stem section
at the base of the petals.

Step-By-Step
1. Select fresh flowers or leaves you desire to

permanize. All flowers should be picked just as they
are reaching their peak of bloom. If picked past their
prime, flowers will continue to brown and nothing can
successfully prevent it.

2. Select container deep enough so the agent can
cover the entire bloom.

3. Place a 1/2-inch layer of the agent in container.
Clip stem of flower about Vfc-inch long. Then place
flowers in agent, face up. With a spoon, sprinkle gran
ules of the agent gently between petals of flowers,
making certain every petal is covered and not bent out
of shape by the weight of the agent. Petals should be
completely covered so that they are not visible.

4. While the agents are drying the flowers, they
are also drying your hands; so it is wise to use rubber
gloves.

5. After flowers are carefully covered by agent,
slip dish into microwave oven with another dish filled
with water to provide moisture. This protects the
flowers from completely drying out and is a must! Set
oven at about 1 -3 minutes, depending upon the parti
cular flower (see Drying Times table).

6. After flowers have been baked, remove from

oven and leave in agent for allotted time. When remov
ing flower from agent, gently tap the flower until all
granules of the agent are removed.

7. Stems can then be attached to the flowers by

taping wires or floral sticks to the ft-inch remainder of
the flower stem. They are now ready for the arrange

ment.

—Adapted from an article in "Florafacts" Magazine, July, 19 75,
published by Florafax International, Inc.; reprinted by special per
mission.

WHERE DO YOU TIP

THE ANGER SCALE?

The average man blows his top 6 times a week,
according to a report of the National Safety Council,
which sees a link between anger and accidents.

Men usually get mad at inanimate objects.
Women, on the other hand, get mad at people. For
either sex the worst time is just before meals; both
men and women are most irritable on an empty

stomach.

Laborers and office employees let go most fre
quently, followed by business men and skilled workers.
Doctors and lawyers are most even-tempered. Con
trary to beliefs that blow-offs release tension, only
15% of the persons studied admitted feeling better
after exploding; two-thirds said it made them tired and
irritable.

WEDDING BELLS

We extend congratulations to James A. Fizzell,
Horticultural Extension Adviser in Cook County, who
was married on August 30 to Adrienne Jane Lucas.
Following a wedding trip to the west coast, the Fizzells
are making their home at 1124 Garden, Park Ridge, III.
60068.

CHECK PLEASE!

Won't you take a moment to check your mailing
address on the back page of this issue.

Is your name and that of your firm or affiliation
correct? How about the street address? Do we have your
exact Zip Code? Any misspellings? We want our records
to be accurate and our mailings to reach you expedi
tiously.

Please report any corrections or changes by sending a
post card to: I.S.F.A. Editor, 1011 W. Healey St.,
Champaign, III. 61820.
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IMPORTANT DATES IN 1975

NOVEMBER

DECEMBER

A [Tue.] — Election Day

2"7 [Thu.] — Thanksgiving

23 [Sat.) — Jewish Hanukkah

25 [Thu.) — Christmas

OTHER EVENTS TO KEEP IN MIND

November has been designated National

Model Railroad Month, honoring a very large
and avid hobby group in this country.
November 1 is All Saints Day, while Nov. 11 is
both Remembrance Day and Traditional

Veterans Day, and Nov. 30 is the First

Sunday of Advent. American Art Week be

gins on Nov. 2, Meals on Wheels Week on the

4th, World Mutual Service Week on the 9th,

Youth Appreciation Week on the 10th,

National Farm-City Week and National

Stamp Collecting Week both on the 16th, Na

tional Children's Book Week on the 1"7th, and

Latin American Week starts on Nov. 23.

The Christmas Holidays steal the show in

December. But here are some other com

memorations worthy of note: Pen-American

Health Day, Dec. 2; Feast of the Immaculate

Conception, Dec. S; Humen Rights Dsy, Dec.
10; believe it or not, National Ding-A-Ling

Day, Dec. 12; Bill of Rights Day, Dec. 15; and
Wright Brothers' Day on Dec. 17. Hi Nabor
Week commences on Sunday, Dec. 21.

inCERE GOOD WISHES

^CBBISTIBBS
U1& BE 111 HEAR

Second-Class Postage Paid

at Champaign, Illinois 61820

Dr. T. F. Cannon

Horticulture Dept.

North Carolina State College

Raleigh, .-.0. 27607

INDUSTRY CALENDAR

DECEMBER 10-12 (Wed.-Fri.) — Illinois Turfgrass
Conference, sponsored by the University of Illinois
Cooperative Extension Service & the Illinois Turf
grass Foundation, Ramada Inn Convention Center,
Champaign, 111.

JANUARY 11-14 (Sun.-Wed.) — Mid-Am Trade Show.
Arlington Park Convention & Exposition Center,
Arlington Heights, 111.

JANUARY 15 (Thu.) — Pesticide Clinic, sponsored by
the University of Illinois Cooperative Extension Serv
ice, O'Hare Holiday Inn, Rosemont, 111.

JANUARY 22 (Thu.) — Bedding Plant School (South),
sponsored by the University of Illinois Cooperative
Extension Service, Lake Lawn Motel, Pana, 111.

JANUARY 27 (Tue.) — Bedding Plant School (North),
sponsored by the I.S.F.A. & the University of Illinois
Cooperative Extension Service, Holiday Inn, Rolling
Meadows, 111.

FEBRUARY 9 (Mon.) — Illinois Seminarfor Commer
cial Arborists, Sheraton-O'Hare, Rosemont, 111.

FEBRUARY 10-12 (Tue.-Thu.) — International Shade
Tree Conference, Midwest Chapter, Sheraton O'Hare,
Rosemont, 111.

FEBRUARY 12-13 (Thu.-Fri.) — Landscapes Short
Course, Chicago Botanic Garden, Glencoe, 111.

MARCH 13-14 (Sat.-Sun.) — Illinois State Florists
Association's "SPIRIT OF '76" Spring Conference
& Trade Fair, Holiday Inn, Decatur, 111.
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