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Christmas and

Wedding Bells
THE Christmas holidays have al
ways been a popular time for wed
dings. There are several reasons for
this, some of which are of a practical
nature from the bride's point of view.
If she is a college student, the school
holidays enable her classmates and
sorority sisters to attend, even if they
must travel some distance. If the
groom is a serviceman with a Christ
mas leave, the wedding can be sched
uled for that time.

But often a bride chooses a holiday
wedding because of the sheer beauty
of the season. She envisions her brides
maids in forest green or glowing red
velvet; she pictures a church banked
with poinsettias and evergreens; she
thinks of bouquets that glitter and
sparkle, and, most of all, she dreams
of herself walking down the aisle by
candlelight, radiant with happiness. To
her, a Christmas wedding is both the
fulfillment of a dream and the crea
tion of a beautiful memory to cherish
forever.

The florist who fails to appreciate
how much a Christmas wedding can
mean to a girl may ruin it for her
from the start. If the florist sighs,
"Oh, dear, we're so -busy at Christ
mas," or, "I'm afraid you've chosen
a bad time; flower prices are so high
during the holidays," the message is
all too clear to the bride: That florist
considers holiday weddings a great
nuisance. Even if she does place her

order with him, she can never be real
ly at ease.

The florist who cares about the fu
ture of his business will welcome the
Christmas bride. Even if her choice
of a wedding date portends long hours,
hard work and some frantic last-min
ute scrambling, these aspects should
never be allowed to mar his pleasant
relationship with the bride. Once he
has agreed to handle the wedding,
what goes on behind the scenes is
solely the florist's worry, not the
bride's. The only thing the bride should
see is the florist's enthusiasm for
creating beautiful and original wed
ding bouquets, each bouquet just right
for her wedding.

Poinsettia Muff

For one type of bride, the "just
right" choice is a duplicate of what
she has seen at someone else's wed
ding. Because of this, the poinsettia
on the velvet muff should be in every
florist's design repertoire. It is prob
ably the most frequently requested
Christmas wedding design of all but
none the less beautiful because of it.

For another type of bride, the choice
is a variation of the familiar. She may
have liked the velvet muff carried by
another girl but wants something a
little different to trim it. The florist
can suggest that she carry a white
velvet muff trimmed with deep red
Happiness roses and that her brides
maids carry red muffs trimmed with
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white carnation snowballs and stream
ers of ivy.

Some brides need to be assured that
they would not be violating any codes
of etiquette or custom by having
touches of color in a bridal bouquet.
One Milwaukee florist reports that she
recently had a bridal consultation with
a girl who said defiantly, "It just
doesn't seem fair that bridesmaids'
bouquets are so bright and pretty,
but the bride always has to carry a
plain white bouquet! I want some
color in my bouquet too!"

"I think she half expected me to
argue her out of it," the florist said.
"She was so happy when I assured
her there was nothing inappropriate
about it at all."

The Bouquet

Whether or not it includes touches
of color, the Christmas bridal bouquet
can glow in a way that is unique to
the season. Silver glitter tipping the
petals, gleaming gold or silver ribbon
streamers, sparkle branches tucked in
here and there, rhinestones twinkling
among the flowers—all of these catch
light and reflect it into the bride's
eyes.

A bit of sparkle also is in order in
the corsages for the mothers, grand
mothers and other special relatives at
the wedding. They, too, welcome bright
seasonal touches. Glittered carnations,
pompons or "glamellias," backed with
sprigs of holly or evergreen, are ex
cellent choices. As for the men's bou-
tonnieres, they also can have a little
touch of glitter.

One midwestern florist even uses
glitter as a substitute for loose flower
petals in flower girls' baskets.

"I tell the little girl she is going to
sprinkle 'stardust', to prepare her for
the slightly gritty feel of the glitter,"
this florist says. "It's especially im
portant to prepare small children for
thing3 like that, because they have
a tendency to balk at the unexpected."

In direct contrast to the brides who
want to stay on familiar ground in
choosing their bouquets are those who
insist on having something out-of-
the-ordinary. These brides are usual
ly sophisticated and financially well
off. To them, price is not so important
a consideration as originality and
beauty.

For these brides, a florist may sug
gest high style designs which, be
cause of the extra labor or costly
flowers involved, fall into a price
bracket other brides might find pro
hibitive.

For example, a bouquet made en
tirely of arfchuriums, including about

with candles

Carnations with liolly arranged on this
silver candlelabrum adds elegance to
the liolidays.

Orchids, carnations and silvergrapes for
this bridesmaid's Christmas bouquet.

More candles amid a cascade of roses,
mums, and tinsel for an interesting
Christmas arrangement.

$11 worth of flowers and foliage at
wholesale prices, would have to be
priced at $33 retail if a three-to-one
markup were used. Although anthuri-
ums make a dramatic Christmas wed
ding bouquet, obviously, that kind of
bouquet could only be suggested to a
girl from a fairly well-to-do family.

For such a customer, the florist
need not be afraid to suggest bouquets
which involve a great deal of labor,
such as those made from feathered

carnations or individually wired steph-
anotis florets. If the girl considers
the style unique and appealing, she
will be willing to pay whatever price
is necessary to compensate the florist
fairly for his time.

The sophisticated bride often is one
who places a premium on being the
first in her circle of friends to intro
duce a new idea. For this reason, she
may be receptive to the all-foliage
bouquet, which, though familiar to
florists, is infrequently seen by the
general public. Holly, evergreen and
boxwood are good foliages for the
holiday wedding and can be com
bined with a few red berries, pine
cones or wood roses to relieve the

all-green look.
A Minnesota florist recalls the most

beautiful holiday wedding he ever
handled was a combination of green
and white. The bride carried a cascade

bouquet consisting entirely of foliage
except for a large white poinsettia
which was in the center. Her brides
maids wore fore3t-green velvet and
carried bouquets of green-tinted
chrysanthemums and carnations with
variegated dieffenbachia leaves. The
flower girl wore pale green velvet
and carried a basket of holly and
mistletoe. The boutonnieres for the

men of the wedding party were green-
tinted pompons, and the corsages for
the mothers and honor guests were
made of white or green-tinted roses,
pompons and carnations. The church
and the reception parlor were banked
with evergreens and white poinsettias.

Creating unforgettable memories is
not only the hope of every bride; it
also is the business of every florist.
The life of a flower may be fleeting,
but the memory created by its tran

sient beauty lives forever. The florist
should keep in mind that the bride
who chooses the Christmas season for

her wedding has an especially strong
appreciation for beauty. No flower
shop is ever so busy that it can afford
to neglect the cultivation of the sense
of beauty in a customer, especially
in a bride.

After all, today's bride becomes the
mother of tomorrow's customers. Any

florist interested in perpetuating his
business wants both generations on
his side.
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Are You A Conservative?
We need more conservatism among Democrats and

Republicans alike. A conservative is one who seeks to
conserve the forces of progress. He believes in the dig
nity, ability and intelligence of the individual, and that
with divine guidance, education, vision and hard work
the individual can meet his responsibilities in life with
minimum reliance on government. He believes that in
dividuals can be trusted to hold property, that equitable
rules should govern the economic contests among men
and that in such contests government should be the um
pire, not a participant. He believes that men ought to be
masters of their government, and that government should
be limited to the public needs of the people as a whole.

A conservative believes that matters which are neces
sarily the concern of government should be handled
locally to the greatest degree possible; that those which
cannot be handled locally should be dealt with on the
state level, and that the scope of the federal government
should be limited to those matters which cannot be met
on any other level of government and which are in the
broad national interest.

A conservative believes in individual liberty and free
dom, and in the capacity of the people to be self-govern
ing. He believes that such conservatism is liberalism in
its truest sense, that it leads to progress, and that to

follow this course means freedom and opportunity for
future government. —U. S. Senator Carl T. Curtis,
(Rep.), Nebraska

The Company
We Keep

Some companies get new customers rapidly but fail to
retain them. Others grow at a slower pace, but their new
patrons keep coming back for more. Given a choice, most
of us would rather be affiliated with the second company
than the first.

The same is true of associations. Some are more effec
tive than others in beating the bushes for prospects and
persuading them to sign on the dotted line. But the old
rule of "easy come, easy go" so often applies. It's possible
to expend so much energy and enthusiasm on expanding
a group that other activities suffer. One of the best ways
to kill any organization is to over-concentrate on mem
bership promotion and related projects while tapering off
on services that existing members need.

One of the big differences between adding members
and keeping them is that a small committee can norm
ally do the first—but the second is everybody's job. How
you treat a new member when you meet him may cause
him to remain in the organization—or else to lose inter
est and eventually drop out.

Don't abandon this responsibility to officers and direc
tors. How a newcomer reacts to them is important,
naturally, but contacts between a new member and the
"brass" are apt to be limited and a bit hurried. It's the
men who sit near him at meetings, or around the same
table at luncheon or dinner, who really make up the as
sociation in his mind.

Conventions and conferences are vital in building new
membership, because prospects can attend and get an in
side look. They can size up the organization in terms of
benefits to be gained from participation. But it also ex
poses them to the hazard of indifference on the part of
other registrants.

It takes courage for the new member or prospect to
attend, in the first place, as well as good salesmanship
by the membership committee in getting him there. How

do you like to enter a room full of strangers and be
strictly on your own amid others who are obviously
comrades?

The new member's first convention is a crucial phase
in his affiliation. Take a little time to help him over the
hurdles. Identify yourself, then introduce him to others.
If his wife came with him, perhaps yours will take her
under her wing until she makes friends among the ladies.
One thing you can count on: if she goes home happy, the
chances are that he will, too.

For all associations, including ours, the wise rule is:
Every member get a member—and every member help
to keep html
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ESSENTIALS OF POT LILY CULTURE

Courtesy of D. C. Kiplinger and Harry K. Tayama
Ohio Agricultural Research and Development Center
Wooster, Ohio 44691

In order to produce quality pot lilies for Easter, care
ful consideration must be given to cultural practices
concerned with planting date, bulb size, soil mixtures,
bulb handling, planting, temperature, fertilization and
watering, lighting, humidity, storage, and disease and
insect control.

PLANTING DATE is often not understood. With
an early Easter, March 21 to March 31, later planting
is important to allow bulbs to be thoroughly precooled.
This is important even if planting is delayed to less
than 120 days before Easter. Late November or early
December planting is acceptable with an early Easter
IF bulbs are started cool (55°F) for the first 2 weeks.
With a late Easter, April 15 to 25, early planting at
60 F is more acceptable because there is more time for
forcing.

BULB SIZE is important. Bulb costs are not as great
as production and selling costs. Many growers fail to
realize this and use a small bulb when larger bulbs
would be more economical. The average number of
buds to be expected from varic is sizes of bulbs is as
follows:

Cultivnr or "Variety"

Bulb Size Ace Nellie White nnd Croft*

6V2-7" 3-4 —

7-8" 4-5 3-4
8-9" 5-6 4-5
9-10" 6-1 5-6
10" up 7-8 6-7

•When growing Nellie White and Croft, larger bulbs (8-9"
and larger) are recommended.

FRAME HANDLING is not generally recommended
in the northern sections of the United States because
of high labor costs and possible slow forcing due to in
adequate precooling.

SOIL MIXTURES. Use a soil retentive of nutrients
but not a soil with extremely high moisture-holding
properties. Soil and rotted manure, well composted, is
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very desirable. Using compost or soil the following are
suggested:

For heavy silt or clay loam soils, use 3 parts soil,
2 pans coarse perlite or coarse sand, and
1 part coarse sphagnum peat moss.

For lighter sandy loam soil use 4 to 5 parts soil,
1 part coarse perlite or coarse sand, and
1 part coarse sphagnum peat moss

Avoid high percentages of peat moss to loosen a heavy
soil, because peat holds too much moisture for good
root growth and Pythium and Rhizoctonia Root Rot
can become a problem.

Dry fertilizers may be incorporated immediately
prior to potting. Use no phosphorus but add limestone,
preferably dolomite, to raise the pH to 7.0 and add also
a source of nitrate nitrogen. Potassium nitrate, calcium
nitrate, or less preferably, sodium nitrate, can be used
at the rate of 1 pound per cubic yard just prior to plant
ing. Potassium can be supplied as muriate of potash
at the rate of Vi pound per cubic yard if potassium
nitrate is not used. Mix thoroughly. Because of low pH,
high phosphorus, and low nitrates, leaf scorch can
occur on Ace. More importantly, better growth results
under conditions preventing leaf scorch on Ace. If
dry fertilizers are not mixed in, use 1 ounce of 25-0-25
soluble fertilizer or similar analysis per 2 gallons, in
place of 200 ppm nitrogen and potassium in the last
watering after potting (see later paragraph on planting).

HANDLE THE BULBS UPON RECEIPT immedi
ately. Every effort should be made to pot the bulbs at
once. If potting is delayed more than one day, refrig
erate the bulbs at 33 to 40°F. Reduced bud count and
delay in forcing may result if this is not done.

SOAKING BULBS in fungicides has not proven ef
fective in root rot control.

PLANTING. Use a standard pot and pot drainer. An
inch of gravel on the bottom of the pot is probably
an advantage. Either clay or plastic pots are satisfactory
for lilies. Plant deeply enough for stem roots (nose 2
below soil). Fill the pot and water the soil 3 times thor
oughly with a breaker. This is important! The final
watering should contain a soluble fertilizer containing
200 ppm each of nitrogen and potassium (no phos
phorus) as well as 8 ounces of 35% WP DEXON and
4 ounces of 75% WP TERRACLOR per 100 gallons
for root rot control. DO NOT neglect either fertilizer
or fungicide. Repeat the DEXON application each 4
weeks.

WATERING is critical for early uniform emergency.
Do not allow the soil to dry during the early stages
(see later paragraph on fertilization and watering)

POLYETHYLENE COVERING is questionable. If
pots are covered with polyethylene, keep the tempera
ture under the poly below 60 F. DO NOT let tempera
ture go above this, especially on EARLY PLANTED
bulbs. There is a real danger of erasing precooling if
temperature is allowed to go higher. Remove the poly
ethylene cover as soon as bulbs sprout.

TEMPERATURE. Lilies must have adequate pre
cooling. Let your jobber suggest a delivery date so that
bulbs receive enough cold. Except for the latest Easter

date, a 55° to 58°F start is best. (Most lily growers
do not maintain a straight 60°F night). Temperatures
can be raised to 62° to 65°F after January 1, depend
ing on the dateof Easter. Cool the plants gradually only
after desired development is definitely achieved. Tem
perature manipulation is the most important aspect of
lily forcing. No one temperature is best. Temperatures
near 58° to 60°F when flowers are initiating (stems 2
to 4 inches above nose of bulb) and towards the end
of the crop may increase bud count and quality, but
longer forcing time is required. Maximum bud count
results with proper precooling and strong vigorous ini
tial growth. When hard forcing is necessary at night
temperatures above 65° to 70° with accompanying high
day temperature, syringe to keep the leaves moist both
night and day to reduce bud blast. Ventilate during day
for hard forcing to introduce COz. Keep temperature
up day and night. C02 may speed flowering.

FERTILIZATION AND WATERING. Keep the
soil quite moist by watering more frequently early.
After late January (depending on the year) the soil
should be allowed to dry somewhat more. Fertilizer can
be by injection at each watering (200 ppm each of
nitrogen and potassium) or weekly (2 lb/100 gaL using
25-0-25 or similar analysis fertilizer). Irrigate thor
oughly. High salts are often a problem with lilies. It is
a mistake, though, not to fertilize lilies from the day
they are planted. Automatic watering supplies water
without compacting the soil—this is important. With
automatic watering, care must be taken not to irrigate
too often, because plants will grow too tall.

LIGHTING results in taller plants and will cause
somewhat earlier flowering. The longer the lights are
on each night the taller the plants. Five to 10 foot-
candles is adequate. Early lighting (starting in late Jan
uary-early February) is most effective. Short days keep
plants shorter if started when shoots appear.

HUMIDITY has long been overlooked. Growers with
overhead heat in their greenhouses may find advantages
(better foliage and bud count) in supplying additional
moisture by syringing or humidification.

SPACING. Plants in 6-inch pots may be spaced as
close as 3 per square foot without adversely affecting
quality.

ROOT GROWTH is the key to high quality lilies.
Avoid soils high in peat, prevent excess salts, use TER
RACLOR and DEXON, prevent soil compaction, and
plant deeply enough for stem roots.

STORAGE of plants at 40°F (not 33°F) for up to
4 weeks is practical in the white puffy stage (not open
flowers). Water before storage and as necessary. For
storage periods over 2 weeks, mist spray before storage
with Maneb, \-Yi pounds/100 gal Watch for Borry-
tis. When removing plants from storage allow 12 hours
out of direct sunlight for the soil to warm. White puffy
bud will then open in one day.

APH1DS can be controlled by use of Malathion,
Thiodan, Dibrom or Sevin. Most organic phosphates
have been reported to cause injury. Do not use Thimet
(disagreeable odor) or Systox or Meta-Systox-R.

FUNGUS GNAT LARVAE can be controlled by
drench with either Lindane or DDT.

Consult your county agricultural agent.
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WINDOW displays—the ins and outs
of them—are the subjects of entire
books. At least one trade magazine,
devoted entirely to display work, each
month shows examples of window and
other displays that have captured the
fancy of viewers and that have sold
those viewers on going into a store
to check further on what is available.

What magic quality is there to some
windows ? Is there a certain some
thing—physical or spiritual—that can
be placed to make a display a suc
cess? Being brief and honest about
answering these questions, one would
have to say that success cannot be
guaranteed but it can be fairly well
achieved. Let the window display man
put in a window that is a storyteller.

That last statement is bigger and
better news than possibly many real
ize. Storytelling in a display window
again and again has been the differ
ence between success and failure. Get
ting terms straight at the outset is a
fair way of proceeding; so, let it be
said that the sort of storytelling
meant here is truth telling, as opposed
to telling lies, and is exactly what it
appears to mean—the telling of a
story, as a father might sit with his
youngsters after dinnar and thrill and
enchant them -with tales of brave
soldiers, beautiful ladies and faraway
lands.

The story told in a display window
must not lie about the sort of mer
chandise available inside the store.
Superior-quality materials at a given
price in the window are to be had-in
the store and at the same price as
marked in the window. In a bad mo
ment, Hollywood tried to sell un
popular costume dramas outside

Om tk Comtek

HOLIDAY

WINDOW DISPLAY

Courtesy — Florists' Revieiu

theaters with posters of featured
players dressed in everyday attire
and not in the period costumes ac
tually to be seen on the screen inside
the theater. This is precisely the sort
of untruth that does not keep cus
tomers happy. It is a practice not

to be guilty of.
What sort of story can be told?

The window dresser who adheres to
a single theme is on the way to tell
ing a story. There are some subjects
that are a little oversize, too large
to be covered completely; so, one as
pect of these subjects can be chosen

for the display. One such large sub
ject is Christmas.

The word "Christmas" might evoke
a different response in each person.
Even with the addition of qualifying
adjectives, "old-fashioned" for one,
there remain many different ways of
approaching the subject. The pictures
on these two pages show a few ap
proaches taken by five window
dressers.

Once a specific theme has been
chosen—that is, after one has pro
ceeded from Christmas to old-fash
ioned Christmas to Edwardian Christ
mas to an English nursery at mid
night at Christmas, 1910, with Father
Christmas (slenderer than Santa
Claus and with longer coat) leaving
gifts—then the necessary research
must be done and the properties
gathered.

If the specific theme just mentioned
is picked, the window dresser first
would go to the library for a look at
picture books of the period.

Although decorators always seem to
know the space limitations of a given
display window, too often the choice
of color is left to chance. Color, taken
as a reflection of light, actually deter
mines what is to be seen. Color will

point out what is to be pointed out.
Without there ever being a spotlight
on a subject that subject can be spot
lighted by means of color choice of
background in conjunction with the
subject itself. Any nonbelievers will
stop scoffing at this pronouncement
if they (1) will remember the adver
tisements of a few years back show
ing how nature camouflages — par
tridge or quail in dry grass the same
color, white rabbit in the snow,
speckled trout in pebble-bottomed pool
— and (2) will try a little experiment
with the color wheel. Colors of the

same intensity and from opposite
sides of the color wheel appear to vi
brate when they are placed side by
side. Red-orange color on a blue-green
background appears to wobble. The
moral of the foregoing color lesson
is plain: Backgrounds and all ele
ments that are to remain subdued
should be of one color family; what
is to be pointed out will be a standout
if it is in color wheel opposition and
of the same total value as the back
ground. Green and red are great sym
pathetic vibrators. A green and red,
paisley-patterned background might
well vibrate to the detriment of a
display in which red or green some
things are. the protagonists. But the
same display with a red background
and red everything else that is not
to be featured and a green center
of interest points out what ought to
be pointed out.

Window-dressing can be great fun.
If it bores the window dresser or
seems too much a chore, the result
probably will be ineffective. Boredom
in this instance is a communicable
disease.

And so, the window dresser, with
these thoughts in mind, can trans
late into action what may become one
of the better parts of the job of
being a good florist.


