
c

3<fC 3MC

OlUnoii State, Qlvd&M Auociaiicm

BULLETIN
Published In Cooperation With The University of Illinois,

Division of Floriculture & Ornamental Horticulture

XH HK.

NUMBER 241 i%:{ OCTOBER

Illinois Fall Florist Conference Program
DATES CHOSEN FOR 2-DAY MEETING ARE

SUNDAY & MONDAY, NOVEMBER 10-11

OVER A DOZEN talented speakers—three of them
from out of state—are slated to participate in the annual
ILLINOIS FALL FLORISTS' CONFERENCE, being held
on SUNDAY & MONDAY, NOVEMBER 10-11, at the
MOTEL URBANA, URBANA, ILL. Many of those on tli2
program have not previously addressed Illinois florists.
The 2-day event is sponsored by the UI Division of Flori
culture & Ornamental Horticulture, in cooperation with the
I.S.F.A.

Everyone in the industry—growers, retailers, whole
salers & allied tradesmen—is cordially invited. In addition
to Illinois florists, a good representation from surrounding
states is anticipated. Membership in the I.S.F.A. is not
necessary in order to attend. And don't forget to bring
your own family and employees. The registration fee will
again be moderate.

New Program Arrangements
The Conference program, given in full below, has

several important changes in format over previous years.
Please note that the Open House at the Floriculture Build
ing on campus has been switched to Sunday morning,
Nov. 10. Then, all subsequent sessions convene at the Motel
Urbana. This arrangement seemed necessary in view of
the acute parking problem on the campus weekdays.

You will note also that the important I.S.F.A. Annual
Election Meeting is scheduled following the noon luncheon
on Monday. Nov. 11. There will be a Cocktail & Hospitality
Hour Sunday evening, followed by the Florists' Banquet.
The banquet program promises to be a fine one, with a
presentation by our immediate past-president, Frank
Brautigam, telling us about his experiences during a recent
European tour—plus musical entertainment and other
surprise features.

About Accomodations

It's none too early to make your reservations at the
Motel Urbana for sleeping accomodations. Write or call:

Motel Urbana

505 No. Cunningham
Urbana, III. (Phone: 367-5471)

It won't be

am now/

Other motels and hotels located reasonably close to
the Motel Urbana are:

Chief lllini Motel. No. Cunningham, Urbana (367-8377).
Courtesy Motel, 403 No. Vine. Urbana (367-1171).
Lincoln Lodge Motel, 403 W. University, Urbana

(367-1111).

Urbana-Lincoln Motor Inn, 209 So. Broadway, Urbana
(367-1101).

Holiday Inn, 1505 No. Neil St., Champaign (359-1601).
Jay's Ranch Motel, Rte. 45 North, Urbana (367-9800).
Motel Mercer, Rte. 150 East, Urbana (367-8023).
Wilson Motel, 814 No. Cunningham, Urbana (367-8912).

Why not come a day early and attend the Michigan-
Illinois football game, too? Also take time to visit the new
Assembly Hall—a real campus showplace—located just
south of the stadium.

(continued on page 3)
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OBTAINED A^
NEW MEMBER?

SO FAR this year, 35 per

sons have been enrolled as

new members of the I.S.F.A.

—a very satisfactory in

crease, yet not nearly enough

for an active, growing or

ganization such as ours.

ISFAs GROUP INSURANCE PLAN

A NOTABLE SUCCESS

IN ITS FIRST YEAR OF OPERATION

OUR ASSOCIATION has received the first dividend
payment under its Group Insurance Plan, handled through
the Florists' Mutual Insurance Co., Edwardsville. The
check was for a whopping-big $4,836.00! This dividend was
based on premiums collected during the first year of policy
operations. Admittedly, this amount is substantially great
er than had been anticipated. It directly reflects the suc
cess of the program and the enthusiastic manner in which
it has been received by our members.

Your Officers and Directors hope that the ISFA Group
Insurance Plan can be further expanded in the future, so
that dividends to the Association will be even greater. The
fact that we have received this sizable payment also testi
fies to the wise choice made in selecting an underwriting
company.

If we all get behind the Program in the months ahead,
perhaps we can increase this dividend to twice as much,
or even more. This will benefit not only members who par
ticipate in a truly fine group insurance plan—but also all
other members of the Association through a healthy bal
ance in the Association's treasury.

Full details about the ISFA Group Insurance Program
—plus a cost estimate—are available from Mr. Robert
Geers, Florists' Mutual Insurance Co., Box 535, Edwards
ville, III.

CUT FLOWER SURVEY SUMMARY

THE VALUE of sales in 19(i2 for carnations, roses,
mums, and gladioli, grown in 6 selected states, was up 6%
from 1961, according to the 1962 Horticultural Specialties
Survey recently completed by the USDA. The SAF coopera
ted with the Department in conducting the survey of
growers in California, Colorado, Florida, Illinois, Iowa,
and New York.

Sales Continue To Increase
The total value of sales for the 4 cut flowers included

in the survey was $59.6 million in 1962, compared with
$56.2 million in 1961. Value of sales has been gradually in
creasing for cut flowers since the surveys were started in
1956.

California is the leading state in sales value of cut
flowers with $21.1 million. The leading cut flower, in value
of sales of $18.5 million, is the mum. Carnations are a
close second with $17.1 million, followed by roses with
$12.2 million, and glads with $11.9 million. All 4 cut flowers
show a gain from 1961, with carnations making the most
substantial advance. Four of the 6 states surveyed had an
increase in value from 1961 to 1962. Only New York and
Illinois showed declines in sale values and these were
moderate.

Production Of Main Crops To Increase
Growers' intentions for '63 indicate an increase in pro

duction for all cut flowers except glads, which are expected
to remain about the same. California and Colorado, the
leading producers of carnations, plan to continue expansion
of this flower. The production of carnations has expanded
in these states since 1956. Other states will probably have
less carnations in 1963, but their reduction will be more
than offset by the increases in California and Colorado (see
page 6).

Production of standard mums is expected to be up
moderately in 1963, with all states except Illinois showing
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But another interesting aspect for the future is the
evidence of volume production and the probably concur
rent emphasis on specialization. These effects are already
apparent in the 2 big carnation stales. It's also appearing
on Long Island where producers average over $12,000
wholesale in carnations. Their size is considerably higher
than Upstate New York, or Illinois' or Iowa's growers.
The relatively high volume Long Island growers (who are
only about a fourth the dollar volume of the 2 big state's
growers) did maintain their price and increase sales.
Larger growers can (are able) to do a specialist's job in
producing quality, in quality control, in marketing manage
ment. And. they would be able to spread their fixed costs
over more production and sales which works for more ef
ficiency and low cost.

(Reprinted from FLOWER MARKETING INFORMATION, a publication
of the Pennylvania State University Extension Service, August, lr/63.)

TIPS FOR GROWERS
By Jnines Fizzell

Associate farm Adviser, Cook County. Illinois

CONCERNING DEXON TERRACLOR

REPORTS HAVE been circulated that Dexon-Terra-

clor 35-35 has been discontinued by the manufacturer. Sup
plies of this material, however, may still be available from
wholesalers and suppliers.

The Dexon-Terraclor 35-35 was discontinued because
the amount of Terraclor was insufficient to control Rhizoc-

tonia when used at the recommended rate. Therefore, if
you are using the 35-35 material as we recommended last
year (i.e., 8 oz. per 100 gals, water, and x<- pint per 6-inch
pot), you can avoid trouble with Rhizoctonia by adding
another "• lb. of 75% Terraclor to the solution and applying
it at the % pint per 6-inch pot rate.

The manufacture of 70% Dexon is continuing. Use it at
the rate of 4 oz. of material in 100 gals, of water, applying
V'i pint per 6-inch pot. If Terraclor is needed, add 1 lb. per
100 gals, of solution containing the Dexon.

INSECTICIDE DAMAGE TO POMPONS
SOME OF the newer insecticides being recommended

for use on greenhouse crops have been reported to cause
burning on certain varieties. Mcta-Systox-R has been re
ported to damage White Top, Pennant, and sports of these
mum varieties when used at recommended rales. Vapona
is particularly damaging to Shasta.

When trying out new insecticides such as Meta-Syslox-
R, Vapona, or any other, or when growing varieties which
you have not previously sprayed with these materials, al
ways make a trial run with a few plants. If no damage
occurs within a reasonable time, then you can safely spray
the entire crop.

NOVEMBER 10-11 AT URBANA!

PHYGON XL FOR ALGAE CONTROL

IN PADS

GROWTH OF ALGAE in pads for washed-air cooling
reduces the efficiency of the system. Control of algae can
he accomplished by use of Phygon XL, according to re
search by Holley at Colorado State University.

For water that is recirculated, use 1 tablespoon of
Phygon XL to 200 gallons each week. For water that is
not recirculated, spray the pad every 2 weeks with 1 pound
cf Phygon XL to 100 gallons of water. The material is
available through your favorite broker or dealer in florist
supplies.

(Reprinted from the OHIO FLORISTS ASSOCIATION BULLETIN. No.
405, July, 1963.)

EXPERIMENTS WITH SPRAYS

AND FUMIGANTS FOR CONTROL

OF THE TWO-SPOTTED SPIDER MITE

By Dr. I.. L. English, Entomologist
Illinois Natural History Survey. Urbana

DURING THE past two years new materials supplied
by several chemical companies have been evaluated for
their effectiveness against the 2-spotted spider mite on
roses. Some of these materials were used as sprays and
some as fumigants. Because of the labor required and the
great difficulty of obtaining complete coverage with sprays,
we are always looking for an easier method to control
spider mites.

Tests With Sprays
Better Times roses of uniform growth and vigor were

utilized for evaluating the spray materials. Three plants in
8-inch pots, suitably infested with mites, were sprayed with
each chemical or each concentration of the chemical used.
The plants were sprayed by hand with a rod and nozzle
attached by hose to a small power sprayer operating at
about 150 lb. per sq. in. In order to avoid errors due to
uneven deposits of miticides, great care was exercised to
obtain complete spray coverage.

A count of live and dead mites was made before each
test. The results of these counts appear in the "O" column
(Days After Treatment) in the tables. Then, at intervals
after treatment, samples of leaves were taken for counts of
live and dead mites to obtain the results of the action of the
chemical. A high kill within 3 or 4 days after treatment
indicates effectiveness of the chemical against all stages of
the mite, including the eggs. A high percentage kill that
gradually declines within 2 or 3 weeks indicates a poor kill
of eggs or the presence of surviving mites that continue to
lay eggs.

Table 1 shows that glue, American Cyanamid 43073,
and NIA 5767 gave poor results as compared to chloroben-
zilate which was used as a reference material. On the
other hand, NIA 9044 was highly effective against all
stages of the mite and provided long residual action. Al
though the soft growth on. Better Times roses was burned
by the NIA 9044 25% wettable powder at the rate of 2 lb.
per 100 gal. of water, further work may increase the possi
bilities of this compound. This material was developed by
the Niagara Chemical Division of FMC Corporation and
has been named Morocide.

Eradex was highly effective against the 2-spotted spider
mite when the 50% wettable powder was used at rates of
1/2, 1, and 2 lb. per 100 gal. of water (Table 2). This chemi-
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Table 1.—Results of tests with several sprays against the 2-
spotted spider mite on roses.

Spray material & quantity
per 100 gallons of water

Days after treatment &
per cent dead mites

Control—water 7.1 5.9 6.0 *

Chlorobenzilate 25-W — 2 lbs. 7.1 93.1 88.2 90.3 58.1
Glue (Flake) — 20 lbs. 7.1 74.8 41.1 20.0 •

Am. Cyan. 43073 - 1 qt. 7.1 23.7 33.4 31.7 *

NIA 5767 50% WP — 1 lb. 7.1 12.3 17.3 8.7 •

NIA 9044 25% WP — 2 lbs. 7.1 99.5 100.0 100.0 100**

* Foliage destroyed by mites.
** Soft growth burned. This material has been named Morocide.

Table 2.—Results of tests with Eradex (Bayer 30686) against
the 2-spotted spider mite on roses.

Days after treatment &
Spray material & quantity per cent deac mites

per 100 gallons of water 0 4 8 15 22

Control—Sontomerse S — 6'/2 oz. 2.9 0.6 0.1 2.7 4.7
Eradex 50% WP — l/2 lb.

(+ Santomerse S — 6'/2 oz.) 2.9 99.8 100.0 100.0 100.0
Eradex 50% WP — | lb.

(+ Santomerse S — 6'/2 oz.) 2.9 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Eradex 50% WP — 2 lbs.

(-f- Santomerse S — 6I/2 oz.) 2.9 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

cal (2,3-quinoxaline-dithiol cyclic trithiocarbonate) was
furnished by the Chemagro Corporation under the code
Bayer 30686. This material did not injure roses and it poses-
ses a low order of toxicity to mammals. It is one of the
most promising materials we have examined. After Eradex
was tested by commercial growers, it was placed on the
market by Chemagro, but within a few months it was with
drawn because it produced dermatitis on some workmen.

Pentac, a product of the Hooker Chemical Company,
was highly effective when the 50% wettable powder was

^^^^^^^^^^

" . . . . Always miss you when you're away at college, son
—but mother 'n me'II sure enjoy havin* the car for a change to
drive around in evenings!"

sprayed on roses at rates of 1/2, 1, and 2 lb. per 100 gal.
of water (Table 3). The action of Pentac is slower than that
of Eradex and it is not so efficient as an ovicide, but the
residue remains for several weeks and kills all young
mites that hatch from surviving eggs. The chemical, bis
(pentachlorocyclopentadienyl), is only slightly poisonous to
warm-blooded animals. By now, it has been used on a
wide variety of plants without injury, is on the market, and
appears to have been well accepted by growers.

Table 3.—Results of tests with Pentac against the 2-spotted
spider mite on roses.

Spray material & quantity
per 100 gallons of water

Control—Santomerse S — 6I/2 oz. 4.3
Pentac 50% WP — i/2 lb.

(+ Santomerse S — 6'/2 oz.) 4.3
Pentac 50% WP — I lb.

(-f- Santomerse S — 6'/2 oz.) 4.3
Pentac 50% WP — 2 lbs.

(-f- Santomerse S — 6'/2 oz.) 4.3

Days after treatment &
per cent dead mites

22 29

3.8 7.3 6.3 •

44.5 87.8 97.7 99.7

41.6 93.9 99.8 100.0

43.1 98.8 100.0 100.0

* Foliage destroyed by mites.

A compound of considerable interest, Bayer 36205, gave
good control of mites when the 25% wettable powder was
used at the rate of 1 lb. per 100 gal. of water, but this
dosage caused slight injury to the soft growth of Better
Times roses. At the rate of 1/2 lb. per 100 gal. of water,
the control of mites was not adequate (Table 4). Recently
named Morestan, this compound has a very low order of
toxicity to mammals. It has been found effective against
several other pests, and has fungicidal properties as well.
It may, with further work, find usefulness for the grower
of floricultural crops. The posssibilities of 36205 as a fumi-
gant are discussed later in this report.

Table 4.—Results of tests with sprays against the 2-spotted
spider mite on roses.

Spray material & quantity
per 100 gallons of water

Control—water

Bayer 36205** 25% WP — l/2 lb.
Bayer 36205 25% WP — I lb. **♦

Kelthane AP 18.5% WP — I lb.
Kelthane AP 18.5% WP - 2 !bs.

Days after treatment &
per cent dead mites

0 2 6 14

3.3

3.3

3.3

3.3

3.3

9.5

81.8

81.6

95.7

99.4

3.0

93.8

98.3

97.5

98.8

3.6
74.7

98.8
97.1

99.8

45.8

95.0

65.0

99.9

* Foliage destroyed by mites.
** This material has been named Morestan.
*** Caused slight injury to the soft growth.

Kelthane, produced by Rohm & Haas Company, has
been a dependable miticide for a number of years. Recent
ly an improved formulation, Kelthane AP, was tested at
rates of 1 and 2 lb. (18.5% wettable powder) per 100 gal. of
water. Although the lower dosage gave a substantial kill
of mites, our data show that the recommended rate of 2
lb. per 100 gal. will pay (Table 4). This dosage gave better
than a 99% kill within 2 days and highly effective residual
action was maintained for more than 3 weeks.

Pentac As A Fumigant

The results from a number of tests on infested potted
roses in a small fumigation chamber (216 cu. ft.) indicated
the effectiveness of Pentac when vaporized by heat. Two
devices widely used in greenhouses for vaporizing sulphur
to control mildew were used in the experiments. These de
vices were the No-Flash Sulphur Fumer (Fig. 1) made by
E. G. Hill Co., and the TIX evaporator (Fig. 2). These
tests indicated the possibility of using Pentac and sulphur
together or simultaneously, a measure that could pro-
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FIG. 1.—Hill's No-Flash sulphur fumer arranged to drive off

2 chemicals simultaneously.

FIG. 2.—TIX evaporator arranged to drive off 2 chemicals sim

ultaneously. This device was used without the glass

beaker for driving off Bayer 36205.

vide control of red spider mites and mildew at the same
time.

With this background, tests were carried out in the
spriiT-; of 1961 in our greenhouse which measures 3(i x 50
feel and has a capacity of 18,600 cu. ft. At that time the fol
lowing varieties of roses were growing in the 6 rai.sed
benches: Better Times, Cheerful, Pink Delight, White

Butterfly, Patty's Pink, Garnette, Little Princess, Yule-
tide, Baccara, Briarcliff Supreme, and Golden Rapture.

To determine the effectiveness of the treatments, 4
heavily infested Better Times roses in 8-inch pots were
placed on the benches in each of 2 corners and near the
center of the greenhouse. Before treatmeant, and at in
tervals after treatment, samples of leaflets were taken
from these potted roses for counts of live and dead mites.

Forty grams of Pentac 50% wettable powder were
mixed with 40 grams of wettable sulphur, dry. Enough
water was added to this mixture to make a smooth slurry
that could be readily painted on the steampipes with a 2-
inch paint brush. The slurry was applied to pipes under
benches 2 and 5 at 5 p.m. All ventilators were closed until
<S: 00 a.m. the next day. Two such treatments 7 days apart
gave a mite kill of 99.8%. These 2 treatments caused slight
injury in the form of burn and cupping of the leaves on
the soft growth of the bench roses. In an effort to avoid
damage to the roses, the dosages were cut in half for 2
more treatments a week apart. The kill of mites was com
plete (Fig. 3). However, injury to the soft growth persisted.

*Oo, ">ot

Trulxit <J«t

i r

Mil

I) 40 gai. rerun SOI w.r. I.
40 £••. vettiblc •ulphur

2) 20 gti. Piiuc SOX U.P. 4
20 %••• wtt.ble lulphuc

FIG. 3.—Results of tests with a mixture of Pentac 50% WP and

wettable sulphur applied to steampipes at weekly
intervals for the control of mites on roses.

There was no apparent injury or color distortion of the
flowers, and it is quite possible that the slight injury to the
foliage might be accepted by growers if a severe spider
mite infestation could be brought completely under con
trol with this treatment.

The availability of technical grade Pentac for experi
mental work suggested the possibility of controlling mites
on roses with small quantities of the chemical evaporated
from the sulphur-fuming devices. Tests in the small cham
ber with low dosages and low heat pointed to success in
this direction. In this and subsequent experiments the fol
lowing varieties of roses were growing in the benches:
Better Times, Cheerful, Yuletide, Colorado Six, Golden
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Rapture, White Butterfly, Briarcliff Supreme, Patty's
Pink, Garnette, and Carol Amling.

As in the previous experiment, lots containing 4 Better
Times roses infested with mites were placed in each of 3
locations in the greenhouse. The electric evaporator was
placed near the center of the greenhouse on a board 3'%
feet above the soil in the bench.

About 10 grams of flowers of sulphur were placed in
the Hill evaporator at the beginning of the experiment and
more was added as needed to maintain an adequate sup
ply. Five grams of Pentac (tech.) were placed in a 6-cm.
pyrex Petri dish which was pressed down so that the
bottom of the dish made contact with the heater. The eva
porator was turned on at about 5:00 p.m. and was allowed
to operate until about 8:00 a.m. the next morning. The
evaporator was operated every night, with all vents closed,
since 2 or 3 nights were required to evaporate all of the
Pentac. The 5-gram supply of Pentac was renewed at 3-
and 4-day intervals. This allowed for 2 treatments per
week. After 6 treatments, all of the mites were dead (Fig.
4). There was no apparent injury to either the foliage or
blooms of the 10 varieties of roses exposed to the treat
ments.

«b, \ S

iinn

4 ^

S ca. Fuuc (t«ch.) la ftttl tit*.
riovtttel tulpburoutfldaol
r«t*l «lth. All la Hill'* Cn»»t*t«f.

4> ^ib a
Stptcabtr Oetobtr

FIG. 4.—Results of tests with Pentac (tech.) and flowers of
sulphur evaporated at intervals of 3 and 4 days from
Hill's sulphur turner (Fig. I) for the control of mites
on roses.

A similar experiment was carried out the following
May and June, using 5 grams of Pentac (tech.) in the glass
dish, but without the sulphur in the vaporizer. In this ex
periment, 9 treatments at 3- and 4-day intervals were re
quired before a 100% kill of mites was achieved (Fig 5).
Benefit from the sulphur used in the previous experiment
is somewhat doubtful, in accounting for a 100% kill with 6
instead of 9 treatments. There are 2 more likely reasons.
In the first place, the periods of exposure in May and June
were 2 to 4 hours shorter as the vaporizers were not turned
on and the vents were often not closed until 9:00 p.m. be-

/

Trutaut Dttu

llilllll

trtttatat • ttatac (etch.)

>(hlo 4-ca. Fttrl 41th
evtr night • Rlll't tmpontor

"3! 5! lo d

FIG. 5.—Results of tests with Pentac (tech.) evaporated at
intervals of 3 and 4 days from Hill's sulphur fumer

•. (Fig. I) for the control of mites on roses,

cause of the longer days and higher temperatures in the
summer. Furthermore, 6 treatments had been made before
it was discovered that a part of a pane of glass was broken
out of the roof near one of the lots of 4 roses used as test
plants.

As in the previous experiment, there was no injury to
the roses.

36205 As A Fumigant
Experiments with 36205 (tech.) similar to those with

Pentac were carried out. Technical 36205 is a yellowish
fluffy powder with a melting point of 172°C. It is insoluble
in water.

The Hill No-Flash sulphur fumer did not generate
enough heat to vaporize the 36205 powder. Consequently,
it was necessary to use the TIX evaporator with a 100-watt
bulb. Like Pentac, 36205 leaves a small amount of charred
material in the bottom of the evaporator; this residue was
cleaned out between treatments.

In the first experiment, the 5-gram dosage was re
newed at intervals of 3 and 4 days. A kill of 99.6% was ob
tained after 5 such treatments and it looked as if 100%
would be readily achieved. In fact, the first count after 8
treatments did show a 100% kill, but when the treatments
were discontinued and another count was made, the per
cent of dead mites dropped to 97.5% (Fig. 6).

Similar results were obtained with a 2-gram dosage of
36205 every night for 20 nights. Almost but not quite all of
the mites were killed (Fig. 7).

It will be noted that in the previous 2 experiments, the
quantity of 36205 used aggregated 40 grams in each case.
In the next experiment the dosage was 10 grams, the inter
val 7 days, and the number of treatments was 4. This
schedule of treatments was definitely inferior to the 2 pre
vious schedules (Fig 8).

When the per cent dead mites is plotted against the
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FIG. 6.—Results of tests against mites on roses with 5 grams of
Bayer 36205 (tech.) used in a TIX evaporator at
intervals of 3 and 4 days.
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FIG. 7—Resjlts of tests against mites on roses with 2 grams
of Bayer 36205 (tech.) used in a TIX evaporator at
I-day intervals.
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FIG. 8.—Results of tests against mites on roses with Bayer
36205 (tech.) used in a TIX evaporator at 7-day
intervals.
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FIG. 9.—A comparison of 3 treatment schedules against mites
on roses with an aggregate dosage of 40 grams of
Bayer 36205 (tech.).



Page 12 ILLINOIS STATE FLORISTS' ASSOCIATION BULLETIN

quantity of 36205, it will be observed that the effects of 8
treatments with 5 grams at 3- and 4-day intervals were al
most identical with the effects of 20 treatments nightly of
2 grams, but 4 treatments of 10 grams at weekly intervals
gave inferior results (Fig. 9).

Because of the difficulty in obtaining a complete kill
of mites with 36205 used in the evaporator, a schedule was
set up with 10 grams of 36205 at intervals of 3 and 4 days.
Although the counts showed a 100% kill after 7 treatments,
this figure could not be maintained even when the number
of treatments was extended to 12 (Fig. 10).
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FIG. 10.—The control of mites on roses with 10 grams of Bayer
36205 (tech.) used 12 times at 3- and 4-day intervals
in the TIX evaporator. «

Summary And Conclusions
Several materials were tested as sprays for the con

trol of spider mites on roses. Glue, American Cyanamid
43073, and NIA 5767 were not satisfactory. Bayer 36205
showed promise. NIA 9044, Eradex, Pentac, and Kelthane
AP were highly effective. Eradex was removed from the
market and NIA 9044 caused plant injury at the concentra
tion used. This leaves Pentac and Kelthane AP for recom
mendation.

The possibility of using Pentac and Bayer 36205 on
steampipes and in sulphur fumers was investigated at
considerable length. A mixture containing equal parts of
Pentac 50% wettable powder and wettable sulphur applied
as a slurry to steampipes was highly effective against
spider mites but the treatments caused slight injury to the
soft growth of roses.

Technical grade Pentac used at the rate of 0.27 gram
per 1000 cii. ft. of greenhouse in a sulphur fumer gave ex
cellent kills of mites without injury to the roses.

Technical grade Bayer 36205 also showed promise when
evaporated from a sulphur fumer heated by a 100-watt
light bulb. In experiments with several schedules, treat
ments at intervals of 1 day and 3 and 4 days were better

than 7-day intervals. In these tests, Bayer 36205 caused no
injury to the roses.

In examining this report, the grower should not as
sume that promising results are an indication that a par
ticular material is recommended or that it is "something
new" available for trial. In fact, some of the chemicals
used in these experiments may not be placed on the market
at all. The manufacturer, after surveying all the data on
performance, as well as information about the potential
market, may decide that the product is not likely to be
profitable.

SAF* News Digest

NATIONAL OUTDOOR ADVERTISING PROGRAM

WATCH THE trade papers for full details about the
SAF's National Outdoor Advertising campaign which will
run at key markets throughout the country this fall and
next spring. Used will be 4 well-designed 24-sheet outdoor
billboard posters (12 ft. x 24 ft.), each printed in 6 colors.
The headlines used are: "I Said It With Flowers"—"Let
Flowers Do The Talking"—"Do It With Flowers"—"Say It
With Flowers."

In addition to the national program, the outdoor posters
are also available to the entire flower industry—allied
assn's, retailers, growers and wholesalers—for whatever
use they wish to make of them in their own advertising pro
motions. The posters themselves are offered to SAF mem
bers at $10 each, or $15 to non-members. They include an
imprint at the bottom for carrying the name of the flower
shop, sponsoring group, etc. The SAF points out that rental
of an outdoor billboard runs from about $20 to $50 per
month.

For more complete information, contact the SAF, Sher
aton Park Hotel, Wash., D.C. 20008.

CAUTIONS AGAINST OPEN BATTLE

THE SUDDEN surge of anti-funeral and anti-flower
publicity and what the florist can do about it formed the
basis of a talk given recently by SAF's Exec-Sec. John
H. Walker. His remarks followed in the wake of publicity
on Jessica Mitford's new book, "The American Way of
Death" and the life magazine article, "Outrage Over the
Death Business."

Mr. Walker urged florists to resist the temptation of
going into open battle with those promoting memorial
societies and the views set forth by Miss Mitford. "By
writing letters to the editor, or by accepting equal time on
radio, TV, or in newspapers to combat the arguments set
forth by these people," cautioned Walker, "we only place
ourselves in a vulnerable, defensive position. It is far better
that we concentrate our efforts on setting forth positively
the value of funeral flowers, using points covered in the
FIC publication, The Logic of Funeral Flowers.' This
approach affords the opportunity for an offensive push that
provides greater strength and influence."

Citing a study recently completed for the Nat'l Funeral
Directors Ass'n, Walker mentioned that the average funeral
last year cost $755—which includes everything but cost of
a vault, clothing, cemetery expenses, honorarium for the
clergyman, flowers or unusual transportation charges.
Nationally, 17% of adult funerals were in the $200 to $499
class; 46% in the $500 to $799 range; 25% in the $800 to
$999 range; and only 12% were over $1,000. Also, the
average profit margin per funeral in the country last year
was only $51.


