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I.S.F.A. Spring Meeting: Peoria, April 8
PROGRAM TO INCLUDE DESIGN SCHOOL,

GROWER SESSIONS, BANQUET

PEORIA HAS been chosen by your Board of Directors
as the site for the Illinois State Florist Association's
ANNUAL SPRING MEETING. SUNDAY, APRIL 8th is
the date, and the recently refurbished PERE MARQUETTE
HOTEL is the meeting place. John L. Gain, Gain's Florist,
Peoria, was named general chairman of the event.

Pres. Frank Brautigam announces that Clark Her
man of Clark's Flower & Gift Shop, Park Ridge, has
agreed lo act as commentator for the Retailers' School.
Mr. Herman is well known on the design school "circuit"

Here's the new Grand Ballroom of the Pere Marquette
Hotel, Peoria, where the ISFA's Spring Meeting on April 8th
will be held.

and we are most fortunate that such a capable floral
artist is to appear on our program. For the Growers,
John B. Wingert, Elmhurst, and Jim Fizzell, Arlington
Heights, are lining up a fine panel of speakers. You'll
want to stay, too, for the Evening Banquet.

More information will be coming your way soon about
the Spring Meeting. Stay abreast of the times—and sup
port your I.S.F.A.—by being with us at Peoria on April
8th. And won't you help us work for the biggest turnout
of members and guests we've ever had?

WOULD YOU LIKE another I.S.F.A. decal? In the last
issue we reminded you that paid-up members can order ad
ditional copies at 25 cents each from our Association Secretary.
Another way: SIGN UP A NEW MEMBER.

WHY TAKE THE CHANCE

of ending up behind the

8-ball? Look into the ad

vantages of the new I.S.F.A.

Health & Accident Insur

ance Plan—for yourself —

your dependents—your em

ployees.

THE NEW ISFA INSURANCE PROGRAM

IS RAPIDLY GAINING MOMENTUM

A SUBSTANTIAL NUMBER of replies have been re
ceived in response to the original mailing about the
ILLINOIS STATE FLORISTS' ASSOCIATION GROUP IN
SURANCE PROGRAM. This is the word just received
from Robert Geers. Bob is the representative selected
to handle our program for the underwriting agent, the
Florists' Mutual Insurance Company of Edwardsville—
a highly respected firm with a reputation for integrity
and service.

Help Is Close At Hand

Application cards have been forwarded to those who
requested an immediate effective date of the program.
And personal calls are being made on others who ex
pressed an interest or wished further information. Mr.
Geers is being assisted in these personal calls by Charles
Schroedcr and Eugene Mayberry, also Florists' Mutual
representatives.

If you would like to review the program with one of
these individuals, please write directly to the Florists'
Mutual Insurance Co., Box 535, Edwardsville, 111. They
will then make arrangements for a representative to con
tact you as soon as possible.

You Can't Do Better

The Illinois Group Program—available to I.S.F.A.
members exclusively—is a very comprehensive plan and
offers substantial protection at very reasonable costs.

(continued on page 2)
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NEW MEMBERS—WELCOME!
17 Signed Up Already This Year

The Flower Box, Peoria Heights, Illinois.
Ralph's Greenhouse & Florist, Round Lake, Illinois.
Botanic Gardens, Denver, Colorado.
Leo's Flowers, Peoria, Illinois.

I.S.F.A. Insurance Program . . .
(continued from page 1)

We feel that this program will be of untold value to you
as an employer, and also to your employees and depend
ents.

Programs of this nature have been in effect in some
states for a number of years and the results have been
very satisfactory. Full details about the Illinois Plan
are to be found in the Brochure recently mailed to you,
and in the February I.S.F.A. Bulletin. There is every
indication that our plan will furnish even better services
than are available in other states.

If your application for coverage is received before the
effective date of the program, you can become insured
as of the effective date—March 1st. Prompt action is

Joining The New

I.S.F.A. GROUP INSURANCE PLAN

Will Provide You, Your Dependents and Employees

with Comprehensive Health & Accident

Coverage at Low Cost.

• * •

necessary if you arc to become a charter subscriber. Act
now so you are not disappointed.

At Your Service

Don't hesitate to call Florists' Mutual in Edwardsville
(Phone: 656-4240) if you would like to discuss the matter
immediately. And furthermore, they will be glad to accept
collect calls concerning the program.

To help you in your planning, why not write for a
quotation on the costs of the Illinois Plan. Just complete
the following form and paste on a postal card for mailing:

Florists' Mutual Insurance Co.,
c/o Mr. Robert E. Geers
Box 535

Edwardsville, Illinois

Dear Mr. Geers,

I am interested in the new ILLINOIS STATE FLORISTS'

ASSOCIATION GROUP INSURANCE PROGRAM. Please
furnish me^with a complete quotation for this coverage;

Name of Employer(s) Age Sex
No. of Dependents

(wife & children)

Names of Employees
(only those employed full time to be included)

Firm Name:

Address:

City & State:

(paste on postal card for mailing)

MUSINGS...

By the time my shop's paid for,
From attic to basement,

Almost everything in it
Will be due for replacement.
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New York State, he also took the trouble to contact the
firm's lawyer, requesting an exact quotation of the New
York law applying. New York law specifically dictates
that criminal prosecution may lawfully result when a
debtor deliberately gives a creditor a check which is
drawn on an account that cannot cover the amount. He
copied this quotation, without comment, at the bottom of
the letter.

The above is always most useful to use as the second
paragraph of a business form letter which may be sent
to all writers of NSF checks, with the first paragraph
informing the customer of the details. And if your area
doesn't have such a law, the information can be amended
to read, "In many parts of our country, criminal prosecu
tion may lawfully result. . .etc."

An Exception To The Rule

Don't make it a hard and fast company "checking"
rule to never return a check to the writer when you have

some doubt concerning it. Actually, this should always
be done when the check has the notation, "in full settle
ment," on its back—and the amount of the check is not
sufficiently large.

The office manager of a small retail firm, which in
vites charge accounts, learned this point the hard way.
He accepted such a check from a charge customer. The
amount on its face was $39.00, and the amount outstand
ing on his company's books was $139.00. He accepted the
check, but later wrote the customer a letter, explaining
that the customer had made a mistake—and why. How
ever, the office worker himself had committed an even
greater error — because once the check was cashed, his
company's debtor by law owed absolutely nothing.

When the office manager had this little fact explained
to him by his company's lawyer, he responded by asking:
"Could 1 have fixed things up by crossing out the phrase,
'in full settlement,' before I sent the check through for
deposit?" He was told: "That would have made no differ
ence. The fact that you accepted the check released your
debtor from your claim."

"Rumley, when do you intend to 'round out' your new sales
force?"

Check The Amounts Carefully

When the amounts on a check do not agree (e.g.,
when it reads "Forty & 00/100" in script and "$14 &
00/100" in figures), your bank will usually turn it down.
But you should by no means accept this loss. Instead, (a)
endorse the check; (b) present it for payment for "which
ever is the correct amount;" and (c) send a letter to
your customer, reminding him of the amount he has con
tracted to pay—that he made payment by check and
what was wrong with it. He should also be told that the
check is being presented to his bank, as above. And
when the amount in writing is the larger sum, also point
out in your letter that the Negotiable Instruments Law
dictates that the sum in writing is the sum that is payable.
Send a copy of this letter to the bank on which the check
has been drawn.

The Post-Dated Check Dilemma

What about a check that is post-dated (i.e., written
on June 13th, for example, but bearing the date July
13th)? Legally speaking, the check is perfectly good.
However, it is to your business advantage to get rid of it
as fast as you can, either by having the writer exchange
it for a "normal" check, or by passing it along to a debtor
of your own. Here is why:

a. It can't be honored until July 13th. Why should you
wait for your money, without charge on a "cash" trans
action (especially if your company invites credit accounts
and levies a carrying charge)?

b. The writer may die by July 13th. If this happens,
the bank is no longer liable to make payment because the
death of the writer revokes his authority to instruct the
bank to do so.

"Account Closed"

How do you handle a check that comes back from the
bank with the notation, "No Account" or "Account
Closed?" Even here a loss need not always be suffered
by your company. This is illustrated in the case of an
alert employee in the credit department of a company,
lie made the following suggestion to his supervisor, after
checking the debtor's file and discovering the names of
a clergyman and a physician:

"Let me call these men and ask them if they can get
a message through to our delinquent Mr. Blank. I'll give
them my own name and say that I'm looking for him
because I have an important document in my possession
for him. I won't have to mention the name of our firm—
and I don't have to say what this document is." P.S.—
The dodge worked, and the check was honored.

As A Last Resort

But since every business firm can't expect to be this
lucky, a final recourse is to swear out a warrant with
the district attorney. This is very well worth the effort
when the amount involved is large.

When the amount involved is small and isn't considered
to be worth the cost of prosecution, the following "silver
lining" benefits still prevail: (a) Each such loss is a busi
ness loss, thus is income-tax deductible; and (b) each
such loss is a lesson in better business management—un
doubtedly the very best type of education, because it's
certainly the kind that you're least likely to forget.

(From the OFFICE ECONOMIST, Summer 1961 issue, as reprinted in the
Southeastern Florist, Dec. 1961.)

MUSINGS . . .

"Work before play," as they always say,
Is advice that couldn't be finer;

But my masculine id has led me astray
With designs on our buxom designer!
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Growers' Corner

AUTOMATIC POT WATERING

AND FERTILIZER INJECTION SYSTEMS
By James Fizzell

Ass't Farm Adviser, Cook County, Illinois

AUTOMATIC WATERING of benched crops has be
come widely accepted in the last few years. But more
recently a great deal of attention has been given to
equipment that does a satisfactory job of watering pots
automatically. Two different systems are being installed
in commercial ranges and investigated at several experi
ment stations. These are: (1) wick watering, and (2)
tube watering through distributors.

Methods For Pot Watering

With wick watering, a fiberglass wick is put into
each pot, extending down through the bottom drainage
hole. These pots are then placed so the wicks dip into
trays of water beneath them. Water moves up the wick
by capillary action and moistens the soil. Some growers
have had excellent success with this system, while others
have run into trouble with soluble salt accumulations near
the top of the soil in the pots.

The distributor systems—the Chapin Watermatic and
the E-Flowmatic—consist of a tube or pipe running
down the center of a bench. At various intervals along
this central pipe the distributors are placed that proportion
the water evenly into small tubes that extend to each pot.

The design of both systems is such that water is
distributed evenly along the entire length of the bench.
The main differences between the two are in the volume
of water delivered and the degree of "sophistication" of
the setup. The E-Flowmatic is more elaborate and delivers
a higher volume of water. The Chapin Watermatic is
simpler to install, probably more easily adapted to varying
pot setups, and waters more slowly—but possibly more
thoroughly.

Growers using either system seem well satisfied,
many stating that the pots are watered better than by
hand watering. The main complaints heard stem from
(he inflexibility of the systems. When an automatic water
ing system is installed for a bench of 6-inch pots on 12-inch
centers, it does not lend itself well to a bench of 4's set
pot to pot. Perhaps automatic pot watering will be accepted
more rapidly when this difficulty is overcome.

Fertilizer Injection

A natural partner for automatic watering is automatic
fertilizer injection. At present four types of injectors are
being used in our area. All work very well, but one may
be better adapted to your particular situation than another.
The prices also vary considerably.

The Fertil-Mizer is a motor-powered injector with a
variable pressure control. It is made by the Smith Equip
ment Co., Chicago, and sells for about $185-$190.

The Fert-O-Ject is available in several types for %"
and 2" water lines. Portable and permanent installations
are possible. Various models are run with water-operated
or electric motors; some have variable ratio adjustments.
These injectors are made by L.D. Funk, LaHaora, Calif.
Costs range from $300 to $700.

The Smith Measure-Mix injector is available for %"
installations (usually portable), or for 2" lines. Both models
are water powered. The smaller model has a 1:100 ratio;
the larger, a 1:200 ratio. These injectors are made by
Smith Precision Products, So. Pasadena, Calif. Costs
range from $300 to $800.

Confucius say:

"Man who lives on hope alone
will surely die fasting."

"There's nothing wrong in being
a self-made man—but most peo
ple prefer to put the blame on
others."

The GEWA injector, made in West Germany, is a
different type of proportioner. It is completely pressure
controlled and consists of a steel tank and a water-
diverting valve. Sizes to hold 6 and 15 gallons of stock
solution are available. Adjustment of the valve allows
dilution ratios ranging from 1:1 to 1:300. Costs run from
$200 to $250. Growers using the GEWA proportioners re
port them to be quite accurate and very simple to operate.

GROWTH REGULATION BY MEANS OF
LIGHT AND CHEMICALS:

New Developments
By Dr. Neil W. Stuart

USDA Agr. Research Center, Beltsville, Md.

LIGHT

More efficient use of artificial light. "Flash," "inter
mittent," or "cyclic" lighting makes use of the principle
that some action of light continues after it is turned off
and that continuous light of 4 or more hours duration in
the middle of the night supplies much more energy than
is necessary for preventing flower initiation in chrysan
themums.

The work of Cathey, Borthwick and Bailey at Belts
ville, agrees with that of Waxman at Connecticut and of
other workers regarding flash lighting. It shows further
that the "flash" need not occur oftener than once every
30 minutes (from 10 p.m. to 2 a.m.), provided that the
light is at least of 10 foot-candle intensity and is "on" for
3 minutes during each 30-minute cycle. "Light-dark cycles
of less than 10 minutes produce excessive wear on switch
contacts. A simple controlling system permits five or
more different areas to be lighted adequately to prevent
flowering with the energy now used for one area. A saving
of 80% or more of the power costs is possible."

TEMPERATURE

Height control of Easter lilies during forcing. Georgia
Easter lily bulbs, potted and allowed to sprout before cool
storage, produce plants with full length, closely-spaced
leaves from the bottom of the stem. If such plants are
exposed to temperatures below 50°F. for 2 months they
will require about 3 months to force at a night tempera
ture of 60°. The resulting plants are shorter than those
developing from bulbs stored at low temperatures before
potting.

The over-all height of Easter lilies can be reduced by
application of 1 to 1% ounces of Phosfon-D per cubic
foot (equivalent to 20 six-inch pots) of soil at potting, or
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as a drench applied during forcing to plants 5-7 inches
tall. The drench is prepared by dissolving 5 ounces of
Phosfon-D in 4 gallons of water and adding 8 ounces of
solution per 6-inch pot. These treatments shorten the
length of the upper portion of the stem.

NUTRITION

Use of growth retardants to control size (height) of
plants. Principal applications to date: reducing height of
chrysanthemums with Phosfon-D, controlling height of
poinsettias with CCC, initiating flower buds on azaleas and
camellias with Phosfon-D and CCC.

Chrysanthemums
Height is reduced and plants made more attractive

by application of Phosfon-D as a soil amendment, as a
soil drench, or as a pot dip. As a soil amendment, 1
level teaspoonful of Phosfon-D thoroughly mixed in a cubic
foot of potting soil is adequate for many varieties, ex
cessive for ones like Blue Ribbon and Fred Shoesmith,
and insufficient for Ice Follies and the Lace varieties.

Phosfon-D may be applied as a drench at one concen
tration to varieties of differing sensitivity by allowing a
variable number of days after pinching before treatment.
The varieties least sensitive to phosfon would be treated
first, more sensitive ones later. Rates to use will depend
upon environment and grower and may range from 1
teaspoonful of the dry powder per gallon of water to the
same amount in 5 gallons of water, depending upon varie
ty, lime of year, and amount applied. Best results have
followed use of a fairly large amount (6 to 8 ounces per

Member

OlLnxtii £taie

WHY NOT display the I.S.F.A. symbol on your business
stationary, envelopes, shipping boxes, invoices, and advertising?
It will reflect your loyalty to the Association's aims and goals—
and your pride in membership. Take the above cut to your
printer for plate(s) of the size you need.

(i-inch pan) of a dilute solution rather than smaller
amounts of a more concentrated one.

Cathey has shown that phosfon is adsorbed by clay
pots and released to chrysanthemum roots to successful
ly retard growth. For trial, dissolve l>'- to 1 teaspoonful
of Phosfon-D per gallon of water and dip empty dry clay
pots or pans in the solution for 10 to 30 seconds and allow
to air dry before use.

Poinsettias

Preliminary evaluation of the results of a large co
operative grower trial of CCC for controlling the height
of poinsettias suggests the following directions: In the
North propagations before August 1, add 2 fluid ounces
of CCC (50% material) to 1 gallon of water and apply 2
ounces of the diluted solution per 2,/i or 3-inch pot or
8 ounces per 6-inch pan 10 days after transplanting from
propagation bench (if rooted directly in pots, apply when
well rooted).

Propagations from August 1 to September 1, add 1
ounce of CCC per gallon and apply the same volumes of
solution. Treatments on cuttings made after September 1
are not recommended as the treated plants may be too
short or the bracts crinkled. In the South, use same
treatments and continue until September 15.

Azaleas

Shoot growth is stopped and flower buds form on vege
tative azalea plants following application of CCC or phos
fon as a soil drench or of CCC as a foliar spray. Rate of
bud development is affected to some extent by tempera
ture and photoperiod after treatment. Cool storage is
necessary before forcing. The plants tolerate relatively
large amounts of the retardants but flowering and re-
growth are delayed by overtrcatment.

CCC is effective on several varieties as a drench of 1
fluid ounce per gallon and as a foliar spray at 56 to 1
ounce per gallon repeated 2 or 3 times at 3- to 5-day in
tervals. Phosfon-D is effective when applied at the rate of
'•:- to 1 teaspoonful per 6-inch pan. Treatments are more
effective on plants in small pots or pans and are not yet
recommended for general use until more tests are made.

Mention of the retardants, Phosfon-D supplied by the
Virginia-Carolina Chem. Corp., Richmond, Va., and CCC
from the American Cyanamid Co., Princeton, N. J.,
does not constitute endorsement by the U.S. Dept. of Agr.

(From a talk presented bv Dr. Stuart at the Ohio Florists' Short Course.
Jan. II, 1942.)

Application /or Mimbrnkip m the

ILLINOIS STATE FLORISTS' ASSOCIATION

Date 19 :...

Enclosed please find my (cheel) (money order) for $£00to cover the Annual Membership
fee In theILLINOIS STATE FLORISTS' ASSOCIATION. Of this fee,$3.00 isto be applied
to a I-year subscription to the Illinois Stele Florists' Associetibn Bulletin.

Name

Street County

City _ State

Type of Business (Check applicable squares):

• Grower • Retailer D Wholesaler • Supplier

• Other (specify) _
Mail Joi Of. f. f. Wemard. I.S.F.A. Secrettry

100 Floriculture Building
University of lllinoic
Urbana, Illinois

SIGN UP A New Member This Month!
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Meet Pointer Pete!

RECENT AND GOOD

CARE OF HOUSE PLANTS, Rev. Ed., edited by Prof.
R. E. Widmer. An excellent 48-page publication (Ext.
Bui. 274) which can serve as a handy reference guide for
both professional and amateur growers. Available from
the Univ. of Minnesota, Agr. Ext. Service, St. Paul, Minn.

*****

EXOTICA, 3rd Ed., by A. B. Graf, Julius Roehrs Co.,
Rutherford, N.J. Publication date for this volume is now
set for Oct. 1962. The prepublication price of $33 extends
to April 1st; after that date the price will be $38. Ex
pensive? Yes, but this monumental work—a pictorial en
cyclopedia of exotic plants—is worth every cent it costs.
Exotica HI will contain 3,000 additional photos, with con
tents increased about 50%. It promises to have approxi
mately 1,600 pages, some 500 more than Exotica II.

f* 3£ «I* Sf£ «lC

PLASTIC GREENHOUSE STRUCTURES and PAR
TIAL LIST OF SOURCES OF GREENHOUSE MATER
IALS AND SUPPLIES, by Prof. J. W. Courter, UI Dept.
of Hort., Dixon Springs Exp. Sta., Robbs, Rl. In the first
publication, the author summarizes the present status of
both non-rigid and rigid plastics, under such headings as:
Uses & Advantages of Plastic Structures, Glazing Films,
Types of Construction, Ventilation & Heating. Also included
is a list of references on plastic greenhouses. Both pamph
lets available from the Dept. of Hort., 124 Mumford
Hall, -Univ. of 111., Urbana.

APPLIED MULCHES AND MULCHING—ARS Special
Report 22-71, Aug. 1961. Request your copy from the
Division of Information, USDA Agr. Res. Service, Wash.,
25, D.C.

JAPANESE GARDENS AND MINIATURE LAND
SCAPES, an 84-page handbook edited by Kan Yashiroda
of Japan. Another interesting publication in the series
prepared by the Brooklyn Botanic Garden. Although it is
unlikely that many people in America will build gardens
of strict Japanese form, there is much to be learned from
these gardens, both in design and in the utilization of
space and materials, that can profitably be applied to
western gardens. Single copies of this lavishly illus
trated handbook available from the Brooklyn Botanic
Garden, Brooklyn 25, N.Y. ($1.00).

:f: %: 3j; ^c ;£

Illinois florists would do well to secure some of the
many useful publications issued by the U.S. Small Busi
ness Administration. This agency will gladly send you
lists of free and "for-sale" booklets—and also place your
name on the free mailing list for "Management Aids,"
"Technical Aids," "Small Marketers Aids,' and "Man
agement Research Summaries." Address your requests
to the Small Business Administration, ATTN: Adminis
trative Services Division, Wash. 25, D.C; or the SBA
Field Office in Chicago.

$: ifc $? $? ifc

THE NATURE AND USES OF MODERN FUNGI
CIDES, by Dr. E. G. Sharvelle, Purdue Univ. An inform
ative and useful 308-page manual, published by the
Burgess Pub. Co., Minneapolis, Minn., 1961.

CONSUMER PURCHASES AND PREFERENCES IN
LANDSCAPING, by Roger W. Pease, June 1961. This
publication (Bui. 462) resulted from a Northeast Regional
Research Project, participated in by seven universities
and the USDA. It covers such topics as "Purchases,"
"Services and Factors Related to Purchases," "Consumer
Wants, Preferences, and Attitudes." Available from West
Virginia Univ., Agr. Ext. Service, Morgantown, W.Va.

MANY FLORISTS can never find the time to take a vacation

with their families—but some are not that cowardly.

Mini Notes

ILLINOIS RANKS HIGH

THE UI awarded 153,644 degrees from its founding in
1868 through the 1958-59 academic year to rank 5th among
major institutions of higher education in the U.S.

Ranking ahead of Illinois are: University of California,
with 257,899 degrees conferred; Columbia University,
250,973; New York University,' 193,667; and University of
Michigan, 170,196. Of the four institutions which have
granted more degrees than the UI, three were founded
from 23 to 90 years earlier.

DIVISION ACTIVITIES

BEDDING PLANT SCHOOL

WELL OVER 150 persons filled the LaGrange YMCA
Auditorium to overflowing for the 1st Annual Cook County
School for Bedding Plant Growers. The meeting on Jan.
30th was arranged and conducted by Jim Fizzell, Ass't
Cook Co. Farm Adviser. UI staff members from Urbana
who took part in the program were Dr. J.B. Gartner
and G. M. Fosler. Also participating were two UI grad
uates: Donn Dolby ('51), Green Mill Gardens, Addison,
and Joseph M. Kellen ('60), Des Plaines. Others on the
program were Walter Ahrens, Danville Gardens, Danville;
Carl Dietz, Vaughan's Seed Co., Chicago; and Al Fair
banks, Geo. J. Ball Inc., West Chicago. In the audience
we noted a large number of UI Floriculture grads.

ABOUT OUR STUDENTS

REGISTRATION for the second semester indicates
that the UI Div. of Flor. & Orn. Hort. made a very credit
able showing. A number of new students have enrolled in
our Curriculum. Seven seniors received their Bachelor's
degrees in February, and one of our graduate students,
Joseph Dallon, Jr., was granted his Master's degree. Ed
ward L. Rose, Rockford, a February graduate, is staying
on with us to work on an advanced degree.

Cary L. Mitchell, the son of Mr. and Mrs. Carl
Mitchell, Greenwood Nursery, Woodstock, distinguished
himself academically during his first semester at Illinois.
He is enrolled in the Agricultural Science Curriculum,
majoring in Floriculture. The Dean's Office informs us


