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U. OF I. FLOWER JUDGING TEAM

PLACES FIRST ONCE AGAIN

The 40th annual National Intercollegiate Flower
Judging Contest, held Apr. 2-3 at California Polytechnic
Univ., San Luis Obispo, CA, saw the Ul team win first
place honors for the second year in a row.

The Ul's award-winning flower judging team (left to right): Coach
M.C. Carbonneau, Ella J. Holzhauer, Bradley H. Behrens, Lisa M.
Perkins, & Kathleen L. Hodgin.

The event was sponsored by SAF and by Pi Alpha
Xi, the national honorary Ornamental Horticulture frater
nity. The contest featured team competitions in
evaluating fresh flowers and potted flowering and
foliage plants. A total of 14 teams competed.

The Univ. of Illinois, coached by Dr. M.C. Carbon
neau, included Bradley H. Behrens (JR, Harvard), Lisa
M. Perkins (SR, Champaign), Kathleen L. Hodgin (SR,
Monee), and Ella J. Holzhauer (SR, Washington), alter
nate. The team's trip to the national contest each year is
supported by the Ul Horticulture Club.

The Ul team, with a total of 6,542 points, narrowly
edged out Penn State (6,527 points). Illinois won the
fresh flower division while Penn State took the potted
plant category. Third place in the contest went to Ohio
State, followed by the Univ. of Kentucky, North Carolina
State Univ., Texas A&M Univ., and Cal Poly.

In individual scoring, Hodgin placed second overall
with 2,220 points, while Perkins ranked fourth. In the
potted plant division, Perkins placed third and Hodgin

fourth. Behrens tied for first place in the fresh flower
division with 976 points. In the flower arranging portion
of the contest, Holzhauer and Perkins both received
first place ratings and Behrens achieved fourth place for
centerpiece and asymmetrical arrangements.

Marv Carbonneau wishes to thank the following
florists for their contributions of materials used in the Ul
training sessions. Without their generous support, it
would be very difficult to train the team for the national
competition. They are: Danville Gardens; M. Leider &
Sons; Tropical Plant Rentals; G & E Greenhouse;
Schaefer Greenhouse; Geneva Flower Farm; Didier
Greenhouse; A.A. Anderson Greenhouse; Van
Wingerden, Inc.; Hi-Way Greenhouse; Amling Roses; Il
linois Roses, Ltd.; Maday Greenhouse; Johnson
Greenhouse; Barsch Florist; Nelson & Holmberg
Greenhouses; and the Cold Springs Greenhouse.

Ul TRIAL GARDEN FIELD DAY —

THURSDAY, AUGUST 6, AT URBANA

Once again this season, all members of the bedding
plant trade are cordially invited to the Annual Trial
Garden Field Day at the University of Illinois, Urbana, on
Thursday, August 6 (10 a.m. to 4 p.m.). There is no
registration fee.

Prof. G.M. Fosler, who is in charge of the trials, ex
plains that he is more than a little bit discouraged at this

point. Planting up of the plots was delayed by incessant
rains, and later maintenance (including weed control)
has been hampered by both extreme heat and con-

(continued on page 3)



Page 2 ILLINOIS STATE FLORISTS' ASSOCIATION BULLETIN

Illinois State

Florists' Association Bulletin
(USPS 258-620)

G.M. Fosler, Editor

Published six times a year by the Illinois State Florists'
Association. Second-class postage paid at Champaign, Il
linois 61820.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to the Illinois State
Florists' Association Bulletin, Office of Publication, 1011 W.
Healey St., Champaign, Illinois 61820.

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP FEE: Active Members — $30 00.
Membership includes a subscription to the Illinois State
Florists' Association Bulletin. Single copies, $2.00.

1981 OFFICERS

PRESIDENT — George F. Mabis, 1611 S. Prospect Ave.,
Champaign, III. 61820 [217/352-4102].

VICE-PRESIDENT — Mary Noble Williams, Box 555.
Charleston. III. 61920 [217/345-7007].

TREASURER — Olin A. Wetzel, Box 428. Edwardsville, III.
62025 [618/656-4240].

EXECUTIVE-DIRECTOR — Dan Irons, 505 S. 23rd St., Mat-
toon, III. 61938 [217/258-8969].

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

EX OFFICIO — Richard N. Colman, 2752 - 12th St.. Rock
Island, III. 61201 [309/786-4433],

REGION 1 — Tim Corrie, 240 Shore Dr., Burr Ridge, III.,
60521 [312/986-9030]; Joe Karban, 812 E. St.
Charles, P.O. Box 275, Lombard, III. 60148 [312/
627-0500); & Robert Kopecky, 16 S. Bothwell St..
Palatine, III. 60067 [312/359-2488].

REGION 2 — William T. Blythe, 1 231 N. LaSalle St., Ottawa,
III. 61350 [815/434-0875]; James B. Curtis, 326 Pin-
ckney St.. Pontiac, III. 61764 [815/844-7148]; & Ed
Howe, 520 S. Crescent St., Gilman. III. 60938
(815/265-7342).

REGION 3 — Greg Becks, 310 E. Corrington, Peoria, III.
61603 [309/688-4416]; Don Carlson, 3160 - 23rd
Ave., Moline, III. 61265 (309/764-3556]; & Blanche
Hewson, 314 E. South St.. Geneseo, III. 61254
[309/944-5100].

REGION 4 — Judi Borah, 225 N. Morgan St., Shelbyville, III.
62565 [217/774-2323]; James Landolt, 1107 N. 1st
St.. Springfield, III. 62702 [217/522-6878]; & William
H. Rogers, 605 N. Niles St., Tuscola, III. 61953
[217/253-2314].

REGION 5 — Mabel Fuller, 220 S. Main St., Palestine, III.
62451 [618'586-2425]; Herman C. Ihle, 22nd &Logan
Sts., Murphysboro, III. 62966 [618/684-2752]; &
Avada Leaf, 312 W. Main St., Olney, III. 62450
[618/395-8573].

OUT-OF-STATE — John D. Held, 4722 Tennessee Ave., St.
Louis. Mo. 63111 [314/353-4722]; & Bernard Rozzi,
625 -17th St., Logansport, Ind. 46947
[219/753-6106).

PLEASE NOTE:

PERMISSION to reprint Irom the I.S.F.A. Bulletin is gladly granted, provided that
due credit is given to the author(s) and to this publication

Large sign posted on a greenhouse bulletin board
read: "People who think the dead never come back to
life should take a look around here at quitting time."

Doctor to insomniac: "Have you tried counting
sheep?"

Patient: "Sure did, Doc. I made it to 548,656 but
then it was time to get up. "

JBT MERIT SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM

SEES SUBSTANTIAL GROWTH

Dean J.R. Campbell, Director of Resident Instruction
College of Agriculture, University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign

The College's Jonathan Baldwin Turner (JBT) Merit
Scholarship Program represents a major component of
our overall scholarship and student recruitment effort.

This year's 49 new JBT Scholars are showing outstand
ing academic and leadership accomplishments, as have
those in the previous year.

We have been exceedingly fortunate to enjoy
strong donor support for this new merit scholarship pro
gram from the agricultural community and others
throughout the state. Donor numbers have increased
from 6 in 1979 to 34 during the past year, with ex
cellent prospects for additional support from business,
industry, alumni, other organizations, and individuals.
Since the program's inception in 1979, the College's
alumni associations have contributed generously
through the College of Agriculture Development Fund,
and individual alumni have also provided their time and
financial support.

(Editor's Note: The I.S.F.A. supports one JBT
Scholarship, as do several other horticultural associa
tions in the state.)

To facilitate even broader-based donor participa
tion, we are seeking scholarship contributions of both a ^
general and a specific nature. Thus donors may choose
to contribute to the general JBT Merit Scholarship Fund
or may specify that their contribution be used to support

a JBT Scholar from a given geographic area or enrolled
in a particular academic discipline. We believe that this
approach allows for maximum program flexibility and in

creased donor options.
In looking to the future, we plan to bring continued

public attention to the many substantial benefits of the
JBT Merit Scholarship Program. These benefits include

improving the academic caliber of our incoming and
continuing students as well as identifying and encourag
ing our future agricultural leaders. A less tangible but
equally important benefit is the JBT Merit Scholarship
Program's long-range contribution to the stature and
reputation of the College of Agriculture.

During the past 2 years the improvement in overall
academic caliber of our incoming students has been
particularly impressive. The percentage of incoming
College of Agriculture freshmen with a grade-point
average of 4.1 or above (5.00 = A) has increased by
more than 5 7% since 19 79. In addition to the 73 highly
qualified JBT Scholars enrolled during the 1979 and
1980 academic years, we also have been successful in
attracting nearly 2/3 of all JBT Merit Scholarship ap-
pliennts. These figures underline the growth and
positive impact of this relatively new merit scholarship
program, both in quality and numbers of well-qualified
students now enrolling in the College.
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HOW MUCH WATER FOR

CONTAINER PLANTS?

L Art Spomer1 &Mark Whitney
Department of Horticulture

University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign

How much water is required to irrigate plants in pots
and other containers? This question is becoming in
creasingly important because of growing concern for
water availability and the resulting need for its conserva
tion. Too much water is wasteful and too little results in

poor crop growth.
This article briefly discusses one aspect of this

question: How much water should be applied at each ir
rigation?

It is well known that different floricultural species re

quire different amounts of water. Some need frequent
irrigation and use tremendous amounts of water, while
others survive for days, weeks, or even months without
watering. Some require lots of water but can't tolerate a
wet soil. Others can survive without much water but

grow faster when supplied with lots of it; however,
these plants may also be more susceptible to disease in
wetter soils.

These differences in water requirements have
resulted in different recommendations as to how to

achieve each. Some people recommend that the

water supply be controlled by varying the amount of
water applied at each irrigation. Less water would be
applied to a plant requiring less, and more to one requir
ing more. Sounds logical, doesn't it? But, will this prac
tice work as proposed and should it be used? The
answer is "no."

The correct practice, in most cases, is to apply suf
ficient water to get 'good drainage' from the soil out of
the bottom of the container. This ensures thorough wet
ting and recharge of the soil reservoir and also prevents
excess soluble salt accumulaton. Excess drainage, on
the other hand, is wasteful of water and may even ac
celerate soil compaction and nutrient loss.

In addition to the well-known effects already men
tioned, the use of insufficient water also incompletely
wets and unevenly distributes water throughout the
soil. This phenomenon is illustrated in Figure 1 which
pictures water distribution in container soils when dif
ferent amounts of water are added. Note how any water
application less than that normally retained by this soil
when thoroughly irrigated results in incomplete wetting
of the soil.

Although additional water redistribution normally oc
curs with time, it usually takes place very slowly and
may be negligible over 2 or 3 days. This is especially
true when plants growing in the soil are rapidly absorb
ing water and may need daily or more frequent irriga
tion. Although this wetting pattern varies somewhat with

1Presently on sabbatical leave in the Plant Science Department,
University of Arizona. Tucson.
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FIGURE 1. The effect of irrigating a dry container soil with 125%,
100%, 75%, 50%, 25%, 1 5%, and 5% of the amount of water
retained in that soil following thorough irrigation and drainage.
The darker shaded areas illustrate the portions of soil columns
rapidly wetted (within 1 hour), while the lighter shaded areas
show soil wetting following several days (with no evaporation
nor any plant water use occurring.)

soil type and degree of soil wetness, wetting of the soil
is usually incomplete and unpredictable when the
amount of water applied is insufficient to cause drainage
out of the bottom.

The 'take home' lesson is: Do not control water

supply to container plants by varying the amount of
water applied at each irrigation. There are very few ex
ceptions to this recommendation.

How, then, should water supply be controlled?
Container volume, container depth, soil type, and irriga
tion frequency are all preferred methods of controlling
water supply to container plants. Container volume
determines the potential storage capacity of the soil and
container depth determines average soil water concen
tration following irrigation and drainage. Likewise, soil
type determines water concentration and distribution

following wetting and drainage. And of course, irrigation
frequency can be used to ensure adequate resupply of
water as required. In any case, enough water should be
applied to result in good drainage from the container
drainage holes.

The actual amount of water required for 'good
drainage' is somewhat nebulous and difficult to define
because it varies with plant species, container volume
and depth, soil type, and environmental conditions, and
is usually determined on a trial-and-error basis. Again, at
least enough water should be applied to wet the soil
thoroughly and to result in free drainage from the soil.
As any successful grower knows, proper watering of
container-grown plants is both an art and a science, and
it's not something that can be mastered the first week
on the job.

Hank: "My, but your wife is certainly magnetic/"
Joe: "She ought to be. Everything she has on is

charged ..."
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TIPS FOR MICROWAVE DRYING
OF FLOWERS AND FOLIAGE

Grace Rymer

In addition to the convenience of microwave cook

ing, microwave ovens enable you to dry flowers in a
matter of minutes instead of weeks.

The new technique gives fresher appearing, more
colorful materials for use in floral designs, says Grace
Rymer (AAF, AIFD, PFCI), of Cleveland, TN.

Preparation for microwave drying requires a sup

portive substance for flowers that wilt. This substance,
or agent, absorbs moisture so the flower dries in its
natural, 3-dimensional shape.

"I have found three drying agents most effective.
First is Silica-Gel, available in most hobby shops. Se
cond, is an equal mixture of borax and corn meal. The
third agent which is inexpensive and easiest to use is
kitty litter. I have used Hartz brand Kitty Litter. Sift the
kitty litter for a smoother drying material. It has great ab
sorbing quality and is made of ground clay. For
smoother surfaces, such as rose, orchid or daisy,
Silica-Gel is the most satisfactory. All these agents can

be used repeatedly," she said.
Drying containers can be any size of glass or paper

— dessert or cereal-size bowls, shoe boxes, also card
board platters. Here is her step-by-step procedure for
drying flowers:

• Select fresh flowers and leaves.

• Select a container deep enough so the agent
(litter, borax mixture or Silica-Gel) covers the entire
bloom.

• Place a V?-inch layer of agent in the container.
Clip flower stem to Vz-inch. Place flower in agent (face
up) and sprinkle the agent gently between petals, mak
ing sure each petal is covered and not bent out ofshape
by the weight of the agent. Petals should be completely
covered so they are not visible.

• Place container in microwave along with
separate container with a cup of water (to provide

moisture) and set the oven for 1 to 3 minutes.
• Remove from the oven and let flowers remain in

the agent for at least 36 hours. To remove the flower
from the agent, gently tap it until all granules are re- -^
moved.

• Store dried flowers in sturdy boxes until
needed. Place a thin section of styrofoam in the base of
the boxes and place flower in position with a corsage
pin.

• Stems can be added to dried flowers for design
work with 18-inch florist wire, gauge 20. Use floraltape
to cover the wire. Form a loop at one end of the wire
and use quick-drying glue to position the flower.

• And finally, to prevent dried flowers from shat
tering when working with them, wave the blossoms
through steam from a humidifier. They will dry again in
your arrangement.

Flowers dried in this way are not as dry and
perishable as flowers dried the old way. They feel and
look more like fresh flowers, Rymer said.

Flowers selected for drying should be picked as
they are reaching their peak of bloom. If picked past
their prime, flowers will continue the browning process
which cannot be prevented.

When drying roses, use Silica-Gel or other smooth
agent. One or several roses can be dried at one time.
The proper drying time is about 21/2 minutes. When dry
ing miniature roses and smaller flowers such as pan-
sies, only 1XA minutes is necessary.

Daisies, small dahlias, black-eyed Susans, zinnias,
marigolds, carnations and small chrysanthemums re
quire about 2Y2 minutes. Large dahlias, peonies,
Chinese peonies, and large chrysanthemums require
about 3 minutes. Orchids should be baked in Silica-Gel

for about 1 '/a minutes.

To dry foliage, place leaves in a shallow box lid or
platter to which a paper towel has been used to cover

the container's bottom. Then layer leaves with paper
towels. Be sure leaves are clean before placing them in
the oven. Bake in the microwave for about 1 Va minutes.

Turn leaves and towels over and repeat the process.

The total baking time is 3 minutes.
Wedding bouquets may be dried by taking flowers

apart and drying immediately (all flowers must be fresh).
Reassemble the bouquet in a shadow box frame for
years of enjoyment.

This article, reprinted from the "International
Floriculture News," March 1981, published by
Florafax, is an update of one published in the I.S.F.A.
Bulletin several years ago.

Two rivalfemale authors met at a cocktail party.
One had just published a successful book. The other
was offering congratulations. "I'vejust readyourbook
& it's great. Who wrote it for you?"

"I'm so gladyou enjoyed it," said the first author
with a smile. "Who read it for you?"


