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History of Indiana Floriculture
Florists of the State - Hills

1 ?
by Tom Weiler and Sharon Clark

i The Hill complex in Richmond is the largest floricultural enterprise
in the state. The Hill story was related to us by Gurney Mann, grandson
of the founder, and begins with Joseph Hill, his wife Mary Ann (Butterworth),
and son, Edward Gurney (E.G.), moving from Roachdale, England, to the United
States in 1851, perhaps because opportunities looked better in the U.S. They
sailed on the ship, "Tarn O'Shanter" and settled in Geneva, NY, where Joseph
worked for the T.C. Maxwell and Bros. Nursery, grafting fruit trees and
cultivating nursery rows. He eventually became foreman.

The Joseph Hills had two children, E.G. (1847-1933) and Sarah (1853-1930).
E.G. and Sarah were the original forces behind the development of the present-
day Hill complex. E.G. had little desire for formal education, though Gurney
Mann remembers him as an articulate, well-read gentleman. In his teens he
aspired to be a drummer boy in the Union army and appeared in camp. The cook,
a friend of the family, recognized him and his father came to get him. Thus
ended E.G.'s military career! On their return home, they stopped in Washington,
D.C., and met the chief gardener of the White House. It is recorded that while
walking through the conservatory they encountered President Lincoln.

In 1864, E.G. began employment with a greenhouse producer in Allentown,
PA and later became general manager. However, he soon left for West Grove,
PA, where he worked in a nursery. Peter Bissett of Philadelphia recommended
E.G. to the E.Y. Teas Nursery in Centerville, IN, and he moved there as fore
man.^ In 1870 he was joined by his father, Joseph; Joseph's second wife, Jean
Cunningham Lang Hill, whom he married in Geneva; and his sister, Sarah. Joseph
also was employed for a time by the E.Y. Teas Company and died in 1897.

E.G. married Mrs. E.Y. Teas' sister, Eliza Lindlev Stuart. The Stuarts
had moved from Deep River Meeting, North Carolina, in 1861. As members of the
Society of Friends (Quakers) they favored the abolition of slavery so, like
many other members of their religion, they moved northward. The Stuarts had
13 children. Of note for our purposes are Eliza, Sally (Mrs. E.Y. Teas), and
a brother, Elbridge A., who founded the Carnation (milk) Company in 1899. (The
milk company name does not allude to the profession of the gentleman's brother-
in-law as a history of the Carnation Company relates. Mr. Stuart considered
several floral names and settled on Carnation after seeing an attractive picture
of a red carnation on an advertisement for Carnation Cigars.

Assistant Professor of Floriculture. Purdue University

Present address: Reefer's, Andrews. IN.



w

-11-

Three Purdue sophomores received $500 scholarships at the Midwest Trade
Fair and Design School on September 22. Thanks are certainly due the State
Florist Association of Indiana who made the awards possible.

Gordon Bingham, a straight A student, is the son of Mr. and Mrs. James
D. Bingham of Huntington. He was nominated by Reefer's Greenhouse in Andrews.
Gordon worked at Reefer's in the summer of 1973 and at Huntington Nursery in
the summer of 1974. He plans to enter the industry as a greenhouse manager.

Linda Vent is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. John G. Vent of Rokomo. She
was nominated by Carriage Manor Florist of Rokomo. Linda worked at Carriage
Manor in the summer of 1974. Linda plans to work in a retail shop upon
graduation.

Dale Nordholt is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Edward B. Nordholt of Indiana
polis. He was nominated by Madison Avenue Flower Shop of Indianapolis where
he has spent much of his free time working. Dale would like to manage a retail
shop upon graduation.

All three students have cumulative indexes of 5.25 or better on a 6.0
scale at Purdue. We are certainly proud to have the three scholarship winners
at Purdue and would like to express our appreciation to the State Florist
Association of Indiana for their support of these students.

Lily Height Control

Allen Hammer

Experiment 1

The Nellie White lily bulbs received 4 weeks of cooling beginning November
7, 1973. They were potted December 6, 1973 and received incandescent.lighting
for 2 1/2 weeks after emergence. During the period of lighting they were
grown at 65°F night temperature and thereafter at 70°F night temperature. A-
Rest treatments (Table 1) were applied at either the 3" stage (the new shoot
3" above the soil surface) or the 6" stage (the new shoot 6" above the soil
surface). The plants were in flower on March 6, 1974 (Fig. 1 and 2).

Thanks to Geo. J. Ball, Inc., West Chicago, IL for supplying the lily
bulbs for study and Elanco Products Co., Indianapolis, IN for supplying
the A-Rest for studv.
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Table 1. Height and number of flowers of Nellie White lilies with several
A-Rest treatments.

Check

0.25 mg Drench (3" stage)
0.50 mg Drench (3" stage)
1.00 mg Drench (3" stage)
100 ppm spray (3M stage)
50 ppm spray twice (3" and 6" stage)

height (cm) % of con trol no. of flowers

71.00 ay 7 az
49.25 b 69 9 a

38.00 c 54 7 a

27.00 d 38 7 a

40.75 be 57 9 a

1 stage) 38.00 c 54 8 a

mean of 4 plants

mean followed by different letters are statistically different, (hsd, a = .05)
f

'mean difference is not statistically significant

25 MG

spp.

.5 MG 1 MG

Figure 1. Nellie White lilies (left to right) check, drench at the 3"
stage with A-Rest at 0.25, 0.50, and 1.0 mg per pot.
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Figure 2. Nellie White lilies (left to right) check, sprayed once
at the 3" stage with 100 ppm A-Rest, and sprayed twice
(once at the 3" stage and once at the 6" stage) with 50
ppm A-Rest.

Experiment 2

The Nellie White lily bulbs received 6 weeks of cooling beginning November
7, 1973. They were potted December 21, 1973 and were grown at 60-65°F night
temperature. A-Rest was applied as a drench or spray at the 3" and 6" stage
(Table 2). The plants were in flower on April 7, 1974. (Fig. 3, 4, 5 and 6).
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Table 2. Height and number of flowers of Nellie White lilies with several
A-Rest treatments.

Check

0.25 mg drench, 3" stage
0.50 mg drench, 3" stage
1.00 mg drench, 3" stage
50 ppm spray, 3" stage
100 ppm spray, 3" stage
50 ppm spray, 3" and 6" stage
100 ppm spray, 3" and 6" stage
50 ppm spray, 6" stage
100 ppm spray, 6" stage
0.25 mg drench, 6" stage
0.50 mg drench, 6" stage
1.00 mg drench, 6" stage

67.o ay
41.8 de

32.3 ef

27.0 f

51.7 bed

32.7 ef

45.2 cd

24.7 f

60.3 ab

50.7 bed

52.3 bed

56.0 abc

49.8 bed

% of control no. of flowers

62

48

40

77

49

67

37

90

76

78

84

74

mean of 6 plants

means followed by different letters are statistically different (hsd, a =.05)

mean difference is not statistically significant

Figure 3. Nellie White lilies (left to right) check, drench 3" stage
0.25 mg, drench 6" stage 0.25 mg, drench 3" stage 0.50 mg,
drench 6" stage 0.50 mg, drench 3" stage 1.0 mg and drench
6" stage 1.0 mg of A-Rest per pot.
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Figure 4. Nellie White lilies (left to right) check, spray 50 ppm at
3" stage, spray 50 ppm at 6" stage and spray 50 ppm at 3"
and 6" stage with A-Rest.

"\ i

Figure 5. Nellie White lilies (left to right) check, spray 100 ppm at 3'
stage, spray 100 ppm at 6" stage, and spray 100 ppm at 3" and
6" stage with A-Rest.
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Figure 6. Nellie White lilies (left to right) check, spray 50 ppm at
3" and 6" stage, spray 100 ppm at 3" stage, and drench 0.25
mg at 3" stage with A-Rest.

Book Review

Reviewed by: Tom Weiler

took: The Step By Step Technique For Preserving Flowers
Moffitt. Columbus, OH. 32 pp. paperback.

1973. Roberta

The many people excited about drying flowers for arrangement will find
useful suggestions in the book for harvesting, preparing, and drying the various
materials. The emphasis is on silica gel, a product the author sells, but
materials dried by hanging are also discussed. Specific suggestions, from oven
temperature to where to apply glue, are listed for 90 to 100 plants.

The 32-page booklet was written by Mrs. Roberta Moffitt and is available
from her at 3119 Halesworth Rd., Columbus, OH 43221 for $2.50.


