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The program for the New York State Flower Industries
Convention, set for Octoher 10-13 at the Hotel Syracuse,
Syracuse, New York, has been announced by Convention
Chairman Donald S. Phelps and his Program Committee.
The event contains outstanding sessions for retailers,
growers and wholesalers. The program follows. Review
it carefully and plan NOW for your participation by re
turning your registration form and hotel room reserva
tion card.

HOUSING ACCOMMODATIONS

The Hotel Syracuse, Syracuse, New York, is headquar
ters hotel for the Convention.

PRE-REGISTRATION

It is most helpful to the Convention Committee if partic
ipants pre-register. It also saves you time when you check
in at the Convention. Do so now by completing the en
closed pre-registration form and sending it, along with
your check made payable to Neiv York State Flower Indus
tries Convention, to Donald S. Phelps, 2271 East Main
Street, Rochester, New York 14609.

TRANSPORTATION

Syracuse is the crossroads of New York State and is
served by major airlines, buses and trains. It is located
at the intersection of the Governor Thomas E. Dewey
Thruway and Interstate Route 81. There are numerous
flights into and out of Syracuse to all major cities mak
ing transportation to the Convention a simple and con
venient matter.

Dr. H. M. Cathey, U.S.D.A.
Convention Keynote Speaker

Program Inside 0
Sponsored by New York State Flower Industries, Inc., FTD Units 14A, 14B, 14C, Upstate New York Teleflora Unit, Long
Island Flower Growers Association and in cooperation with Cooperative Extension—New York and the New York State

College of Agriculture at Cornell University.
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1970 New York State Flower Industries

Convention Program
October 10-13, 1970

Hotel Syracuse, Syracuse, New York
(Allmeeting rooms are on the tenth floor of thehotel unless otherwise indicated.)

Saturday, October 10

2:00- 9:00 p.m.

2:00- 5:00 p.m.

2:00 p.m.

8:30 p.m.

10:00 p.m.-??

Sunday, October 11

8:30- 4:30 p.m.

10:00 a.m.

9:00 a.m.-12:00 noon

10:00 a.m.

11:00 a.m.- 1:00 p.m.

11:30 a.m.

REGISTRATION

• ENJOY THE FLORICULTURAL FILM FESTIVAL
A continuous showing of films which you may want to use with customers and
employees

MEETING, BOARD OF DIRECTORS, NEW YORK STATE
FLOWER INDUSTRIES, INC.

FLORAL DESIGN SHOW—SOME DREAM DESIGNS
Our panel of designers will execute a series of spectacular designs for your en
tertainment and delight.
Commentators: Eulala Overmeyer, Teleflora, Inc.

Dean Grannan, Teleflora, Inc.

GET-ACQUAINTED PARTY—Cash bar and music for your entertainment by the
Louis de Santis Combo

REGISTRATION

TRADE FAIR OPENS 10:00 a.m.

• ENJOY THE FLORICULTURE FILM FESTIVAL

• FOR THE GROWER: AN OPPORTUNITY TO SWAP PRODUCTION EXPERI-
ENCES AND KNOW-HOW

Bring your favorite labor-savers, new varieties, new developments, personal
inventions, or just stories about your crops and your operation for an informal
swapping of flower crop production facts and yarns with other growers, Coop
erative Extension agents, salesmen and Cornell faculty. Photographs, color
slides, plant specimens and equipment will all help you to illustrate your dis
cussion.

• RETAILERS LOOK AT THE CURRENT AND FUTURE RETAIL BUSINESS
ENVIRONMENT

An informal round-table discussion of our business climate and outlook by
these retail florists:

Moderator: Edward Blanchard, Blanchard's Flowers, Rochester
Hugh Burrell, Mary and Bell's Flower Shop, Amsterdam
Carmen Cosentino, Cosentino's Florist, Auburn
Joseph Pilotte, Barne's Florist, Binghamton
Edward Smith, Evelyn's Flowers, Glens Falls

HOSPITALITY COFFEE ROOM—Courtesy Eastern Airlines

INFORMAL BRUNCH

LUNCHEON AND MEETING, UPSTATE NEW YORK TELEFLORA UNIT

(continued on page 3)
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Poinsetta Production -1970
Ralph N. Freeman and James W. Boodley

Cooperative Extension, Long Island and Department of Floriculture, Cornell University, respectively.

(continued from August issue)

Growth Regulators

Cycocel, a growth retardant, when properly applied, will
retard height, strengthen stems and intensify the green
color of the foliage and red color of the bracts. It is best
to use Cycocel (11.8%) 1 quart in 10 gallons of water
and apply as a uniform drench as follows.

Pot diameter
(inches)

2V4-3*
4
5
6
8

Fluid oz. of
dilute sol./pot No. Pots Treated

640
425
300
200
150

*Two applications necessary for 2V*" pots.

Treat August propagations in early to mid-September;
do not treat plants growing in 2^4-3-inch pots after Sep
tember 15. Early treated 2^4-3-inch pots may require a
second treatment after panning. Do not treat pans after
October 15. Frequent applications made at lower concen
trations yield the most satisfactory results.

Foliar applications of Cycocel can be highly successful
in reducing plant height. Plants should be sprayed with
Cycocel at a 1:40 dilution (1 quart in 10 gallons water)
at 10 to 14 day intervals. Two or three sprays are re
quired. Greatest success can be obtained by frequent ap
plications at low concentrations.

Carbon Dioxide

Carbon Dioxide (C02), one of the gases present in the
atmosphere, is one of the essential raw materials used by
green plants in the process of photosynthesis. Photosyn
thesis is a complex process in which carbon dioxide and
water are combined in the presence of chlorophyll with
sunlight as energy to produce oxygen and carbohydrates,
the building blocks of plants.

Research data shows low C02 levels occur in closed
greenhouses particularly between 10 am and 6 pm. The
low levels become a limiting factor and often limit plant
growth. It is during the daylight hours that ambient C02
should be supplemented in the greenhouse atmosphere.
Poinsettias respond well to additional C02. Adding CO;,
should be considered as part of your cultural program.
Levels should be maintained between 1000 and 2000 ppm.
When C02 is added, poinsettias will benefit from slightly
higher growing temperatures. Generally the temperatures
are increased 5-10° above the recommended ones. When
vents are opened 2-3 inches, the C02 generators should be
turned off.

In summary:
—use C02 during daylight hours only
—aim for 1000-2000 ppm levels
—use cleanest fuel possible
—burners require a sufficient supply of oxygen for

complete combustion
—adjust growing practices in relation to plant growth

Sanitation

Sanitation is nothing more than keeping a neat, orderly
operation. Greenhouses, work areas, and outdoor areas
should be clean and free of plant debris, old flats, pots,
weeds, etc. Greenhouse operators must realize if an oper
ation is not sanitary, it is costing you not only in plant
loss, but in terms of other inconveniences and hazards to
employees working in messy areas. One day is generally
enough time to get the average greenhouse operation into
shape. Once it is cleaned up, train your employees to keep
it clean as part of their daily routine. Sanitation doesn't
cost—it pays!!
Pointers on operational sanitation:

—Sweep or rake walks frequently.
—Remove debris and weeds especially from under

benches.

—Working areas must be clean, neat and orderly.
—Use steam-sterilized or fumigated soil, pots, benches,

and flats.

—Disinfectants are helpful for tools, potting benches,
hands, etc.

—Keep feet off the benches—they belong in the walks.
—Pets should not be permitted in your range.
—Hose ends should not be in the walk—hang them on

a hook.

—Control weeds with the proper herbicide.
—Keep foliage dry when watering.
—Rogue and destroy diseased plants immediately.
—Use preventative fungicide treatments where neces

sary.

—Isolate new plants until they are shown to be free of
insects or diseases.

—Know your plant diseases thoroughly.
—Use signs to remind employees of your sanitation

program.

—Restrict production areas to authorized personnel
only.

—Drench walks, side walls and bench sides regularly
with LF-10.

—Use disease-free plant material.

Disease Control

Just knowing the principles of disease prevention is lit
erally worthless unless you, as a manager and grower of
your operation, put these principles to work. Insufficient
time is no excuse. If you don't have time for a disease
prevention program, you are not an effective manager of
your business. That's all there is to it. It's that simple!

Here are some suggestions for developing an effective
disease control program in your operation:

1. As a production manager, be familiar with the dis
ease problems. Know all the details of each disease
which can affect your crops. Also, knowledge of con
trol methods whether it be environmental control,
sanitation, or chemical control, is necessary.

(continued on page 8)
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Poinsettia Production—1970

{continued from page 7)

2. Train your employees in the basics of disease pre
vention. No one will train them for you. Show them
when, how and why diseases occur and emphasize
the preventive measures and reasons for them.

3. Exercise continuous follow-up in your program.
You want to make disease prevention a habit with
employees. Be sure you acquire this habit as well.
Once you do this, remember your training program
will be a success.

Remember—diseases in your crops cost money. Every
minute you delay in controlling disease, it's costing you.
Disease prevention pays dividends! Which will you have
in your operation?

During propagation: Thoroughly sterilize propagating
benches and medium before each crop. Dust base of cut
tings with ferbam-rooting compound mixture. Use new
pots or steam old ones. If stem rot occurs, be certain to
steam the medium before the next propagation. Do not
pre-treat propagating medium with Dexon alone or in
combination with Terraclor, and do not apply to cuttings
in the propagation bench or those rooting directly in
pots. This misapplication of Dexon severely reduces the
rooting of cuttings of some poinsettia cultivars. It should
be used on plants in pans only after a strong root system
has developed.

When potting or panning: Scrub surface of potting
bench with disinfectant (LF-10, Lysol, Clorox or Formal
dehyde) before loading with soil. Use one of the recom
mended soil mixtures. Sterilize all potting soil, used pots
and automatic watering equipment. See Tables 13 and 14
in Cornell Recommendations for Commercial Floriculture
Crops for methods. Scrub sides and bottoms of benches
on which pots are to be placed with 1 to 50 formaldehyde
(formalin) solution or paint with copper naphthenate in
summer when houses are empty and can be well ventilated.
Place pots on bare boards or wire mesh, or thoroughly
steam gravel and drench with captan-Terraclor-ferbam
mixture. Seven to ten days after panning use Dexon-Ter-
raclor drench, 1/2 Pmt Per 6-inch pan. Plants panned in
August or September may require a second Dexon drench
about October 15. Do not repeat the Terraclor drench.
Indiscriminate repeat applications of these fungicides may
be harmful. See Table 14 in Cornell Recommendations
for Commercial Floriculture Crops for instructions in ap
plying drenches.

Botrytis Control: The common grey mold, Botrytis cin-
erea, which attacks most floricultural crops, can be a
problem on poinsettias. It occurs when the following
conditions are met: cool temperatures (45-65°F.), free
moisture prevalent for 8-12 hours, and when Botrytis
spores are present. The best control is creating an envi
ronment which will not meet the above requirements. This
can be achieved by forced ventilation and by using heat.
For forced ventilation, fans are used to move the air
through the greenhouse. The movement of air across the
leaf, bract, and flower surfaces removes water vapor and
prevents the build-up of moisture around the leaves.

By turning on heating pipes and opening vents, conden
sation can be prevented. This will increase the amount of
air circulation and at the same time dry out the air.

Dimock Receives SAF's

Highest Research Award
Professor A. W. "Wat" Dimock, Plant Pathologist, Cor

nell University, received one of the industry's highest
tributes for research when he was awarded the Founda
tion for Floriculture Research/Education Award by
Foundation Chairman Robert Weatherford on July 29,
1970, during the Society of American Florists' Conven
tion in New Orleans.

One of the nation's most outstanding plant pathologists,
Dr. Dimock has conducted research on diseases of com
mercial florists' crops—with special emphasis on the
chrysanthemum, poinsettia, gladiolus, rose, carnation,
stock, zinnia, calla, and cyclamen. In more recent years,
he has been a pioneer in the field of developing controlled
environment growth chambers for research on plant
growth, plant diseases, and insects.
Cited as one of Dr. Dim-
ock's major contributions
to floriculture was his early
research on chrysanthe
mum diseases, particularly
the one caused by the Ver-
ticillium wilt fungi. The
techniques he developed
paved the way for "cul
tured stock" and for the
development of disease-
free chrysanthemum cut-
lings. He was an early ad
vocate of steam treatment
of soil as a step in preven
tive measures of disease
control.

A method developed by Dimock to conduct extension
work with commercial greenhouse operators achieved
national prominence as a model inter-disciplinary ap
proach to practical problems. At Cornell, Dr. Dimock
formed a team with the late Professor Kenneth Post and
the late Professor William Blauvelt to carry out such a
cooperative venture.

A long list of Dr. Dimock's publications—which have
appeared in scientific journals and trade papers—is evi
dence of his diligence and productiveness, resulting in
great dollar savings to commercial florists. His authori
tative, practical approach to floriculture has made him a
much-in-demand speaker for florist programs throughout
the country.

Born in Massachusetts, Dr. Dimock did his undergrad
uate and graduate studies at the University of Cali
fornia. He has been on the professional staff in Plant
Pathology at Cornell for 31 years. He has served as Edi
tor of Phytopathology and Treasurer-Business Manager
and President of the American Phytopathological Society.

Phokk.ssoh A. W. Dimock

Termil and Exotherm are fungicides which will control
Botrytis successfully. When used at temperatures of 75°F
and above, phytotoxicity has been reported on Mikkel
White, Paul Mikkelsen, and Eckespoint C-l red, C-54
pink, C-64 white, D-7 white, and C-94 salmon pink. To
avoid injury, be certain the foliage and bracts are dry and
the temperature during treatment remains at 70°F.

(continued on page 9)


