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FLOWERS OF UNCOLNLAND

BLOSSOM AT THE ISFA
•

SPRING CONFERENCE

Hundreds of enthusiastic florists, growers and
tradesmen found spring had arrived despite a cold

blistering snow storm that threatened attendance at

the March 8-9 Spring Conference and Trade Fair.

The Holiday Inn East Motel came alive as Dean

and Joyce White displayed and commentated on the
work of such outstanding artist-designers as Maggie
Cockran, Bill Plummer, Judi Borah, the Ducan twins,
Don and Ron, Roy Anderson and Fred Ballo.

Industry dignitaries were on hand to receive a-
wards from John Hunter, Commissioner of Public

Works. Fred Flipse, National President of Florist
Transworld Delivery Association received the Key
to the City. Kenneth Short, President of Florafax,
Dean Grannon, Directors of Special Events for Tele-

flora and Clark Herman (accepted by Commentator
Dean White) Illinois Field Representative for the
Society of American Florists were presented with
"Walking Lincoln" statuettes.

One of the many highlights of the conference was

the Sunday luncheon at which FTD President Fred
Flipse spoke to the members and guests on Industry

Co-operation and Unity.

Tour of Lincolnland

Despite the cold and blistering snow storm, mem

bers and guests toured the many sights and points
of interest in the state capitol. A wreath of fresh

flowers was placed at Lincoln's Tomb by F.T.D.

President Fred Flipse.
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Greenhouse Tour Cancelled

A Sunday morning bus tour to F. W. Schlosser

& Son Greenhouses, H. M. Buckley and Sons Green
houses and Lindley Floral and Greenhouses was

cancelled because of the icy road conditions.

Exhibitors — Tradesmen — Suppliers lauded

Members of the Illinois State Florists Associa

tion were grateful to the tradesmen, and suppliers
who exhibited at the Trade Fair. Many guests found
this the ideal opportunity to catch up on their spring
buying. The members of the Conference committee

are eternally grateful to the firms that have exhib

ited, those that made donations to the fair and the

Design School. It is through these combined efforts
that our industry can continue to grow and prosper.

Directors Meet

A Board of Directors Meeting of the ISFA was
held Saturday afternoon to officiate the affairs of

your association. A hearty welcome was extended to

the newly elected directors attending the meeting
for the first time. President Maton welcomed new

directors Reynold Aide, of Pana; Jim Leider, of

Prairie View; Wm. Becks of Peoria. Among the im

portant items covered at the meeting was the selec

tion of a site for the 1970 conference. A change of

format was discussed and serious consideration was

given to combining the growers conference with the

retailer conference. Further details will be announced

as plans are completed.

A WELCOME TO OUR NEW DIRECTORS

Reynold Aide of Pana and Bill Becks of Peoria were
among the new directors that attended the Spring Confer
ence and the Board of Directors Meeting. The Board
Meeting was held in conjunction with the Spring Conference.

University of Illinois

At The Flower Show

Marvin Carbonneau

University of Illinois extension floriculturalist Marvin

Carbonneau inspects some of the plants to be used in the

College of Agriculture exhibit at the Chicago World Flower
and Garden Show, March 22-30.

The exhibit has won the Mayor's Award for special
educational merit and a Gold Medal for originality in the
Amateur category in past shows.

This year the show will again be held at the Interna-
Amphitheatre at 42nd and Halsted Streets. Horticulture

specialists will be on hand to answer your questions.

ANNUALS FOR CUT FLOWERS

Courtesy - Roy W. Judd, Jr.
Associate Agricultural Agent - University of Conn., Storrs

Florists News Letter

Florists who have a small plot of land near their

greenhouses could expand their variety of flowers
during the summer by raising annuals for cut flowers.
With a little care, annuals will bloom profusely. Some
of the annuals to consider growing are:

Dahlias

Gerbera

Gloriosa Daisy
Larkspur

Marigolds (tall)
Salvia farinacea (blue salvia)

Snapdragons

Zinnias

Asters

Batchelor's Buttons

Bells of Ireland

Calendulas

Carnations, annual

Celosia (plume type)
Cosmos

(continued on page 4)
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Shopping A Trade Fair

Here's some good advice on "How to Shop a Trade
Show," as published by the National Fertilizer Solutions
Association—and worth following in our own exhibit:

1. Use your official program. Check off the names
of exhibitors and booth numbers that you definitely want
to see.

2. Ask questions. Exhibitors seldom are able to dis
play all their products and services.

3. Take a notebook and pencil with you, to jot down
any information you want to remember.

4. Look over the exhibitors' literature—but collect
only what will really b; helpful to you.

5. Take the time to tour the entire show area.

6. When you get home, review the material, file im
portant brochures where you can find it again when you
need it, and toss out the rest.

7. Make up a report on new lines, products, etc., for
those in your organization who couldn't make the con
vention this year.

Maturity In Your

Association

Like human beings, organizations go through infancy
and awkward stages and, suddenly, are grown up. The
transition from youth into manhood may not be noticed
by insiders, but the skilled observer finds it easier to
spot. Here are some of the signs which indicate an as
sociation's maturity and success:

1. Less formality at meetings. Members are relaxed
and sure of themselves, accustomed to live and let live,
willing to give and take. They like chairmen at business
sessions who say, "Unless I hear an objection...,"
rather than call for a vote. At elections, the nominating
committee's candidates go unopposed. Committee reports
are distributed and read a week or two before the meet
ing. This frees time for unhurried discussion of immedi
ate and more pressing problems.

2. Respect for an agenda. People who have learned to
work together down the years accept the schedule as an
orderly way to review progress, tackle problems, air con
flicting viewpoints and achieve agreement. They use it
as a tool to save time and secure results. But they are
flexible about it, too; being expert drivers, they know
when to yield the right of way.

3. More reliance on committees. The members know
that time and effort can be wasted when too many
people get into the act. They much prefer a recommenda
tion from a small committee whose members know the
subject inside-out. The directors feel the same way, so
there is an executive committee with power to act be
tween board meetings—which decline in frequency as
the years go by.

4. Businesslike administration. Once a policy has been
determined, or a project approved, executive manage
ment carries on from there. The officers, who have their
own businesses to tend to, "count ten" before interfer
ing. Having delegated authority and responsibility, they
are content to judge by results. This maximizes coopera
tion and creates a bond between key members and staff.

5. Adequate financing and staffing. The mature group
charges high-enough dues, spends its money wisely and
takes in more than it spends. Members are realistic about
costs and price-levels, and are eager to accumulate a re
serve for contingencies. Manpower requirements are
fully met, proper equipment provided and maintained.
Working conditions, compensation and benefits are on a
par with those prevailing in the members' industry or
profession.

6. Younger people also participate. Old-timers bring
their understudies to meetings, sons attend with their
fathers. Leadership is shared with the up-and-coming
generation, which encourages innovation and staying
abreast with developments. There is no surer proof that
the organization remains vital and effective, despite the
passage of time.
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Poinsettia Stock

Plant Culture

Courtesy: Ralph Freeman
Focus On Floriculture

Cooperative Extension
Cornell University-

This year the poinsettia stock plants will be
received in Mid-April. As soon as they are received
it is best to plant them immediately, however, if this
is impossible or inconvenient due to the holidays
leave the stock plants in the unopened shipped con
tainers at a 60O to 70O F temperature. DO NOT

PLACE THEM IN THE REFRIGERATOR.

Containers. The containers used for stock plant
production is very important. It should be large e-
nough for the roots, hold enough soil volume so it
won't dry out too quickly, and also have adequate
drainage. Six - gallon cottage cheese cans available
from bakeries, or bushel baskets are ideal. If cans are
used be sure enough holes are pierced in the bottom
for drainage.

Soil. Use a porous, well drained, steam pas
teurized soil. A combination of soil, peat moss and
perlite in equal amounts and thoroughly mixed will
achieve the above requirements. When planting the
stock plants do not fill the containers too full. Ap
proximately a 2 inch reservoir (rim of container to
soil) should be allowed for watering purposes. This
reservoir should be of sufficient volume so when it is

filled with water about 10% of the water applied will

leach from the bottom of the container. This is im

portant so high salt accumulations will not occur.

Temperature and relative humidity. Stock plants
should be started at high temperatures (70 to 80°F
night). In addition to the high temperatures, high hu
midities will speed up the growth of shoots on the
dormant plants. High relative humidities can be a-
chieved by covering plants with polyethylene or
cheese cloth and syringing the plants several times
per day. When the shoots are just a few inches long
the temperature can be lowered and the relative hu
midity reduced gradually. Sixty-five degree growing
temperatures are excellent for stock plants.

Watering. Water the stock plants frequently (sev
eral times per day if necessary). Be sure some water
drains through each container at each watering to
reduce soluble salt build-up. Do not let the plants
dry out.

Fertilization. Follow a regular feeding program.
As the plants grow, more fertilizer will be required.
Poinsettias are heavy feeders, therefore, do not de
prive the plants of proper nutrition or you will pay for
it later on. A well fertilized stock plant will yield
more higher quality cuttings with greater numbers than
one undernourished.

Spacing. Be liberal when spacing stock plants.
The more light the plants receive, the better the
growth. Here's suggested spacing program:

April 15 - June 15

June 16 - July 15

July 16 - August 15

m square feet.

4 square feet

6 square feet

August 16 - September 20 9 square feet

ANNUALS FOR CUT FLOWERS
(continued from page 2)

In order to get the most out of the cutting garden,

the soil should be prepared thoroughly. Spread peat
moss or compost over the area and rototill to a depth
of 8-10 inches. Add limestone, superphosphate and

a dry fertilizer as recommended by a soil test.

Annuals can be planted out-of-doors after the

Memorial Day rush is over. These could be the plants

that were left over or special ones you started for this

purpose.

The annuals can either be planted in rows about

3 feet apart or in beds. The spacing between plants

will depend upon the variety.

(continued on page 10)
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there are occasions when

some flowers and flower

stems may become somewhat

disarranged within the poly

ethylene bags. When delivery
is made it might very well be
in the best interest of the

florist to make very sure the
arrangement is intact and ar
ranged properly within the
bag. Better still - it would
be advantageous to remove

the bag and make a final in

spection to insure that the

floral tribute is shown in all

its beauty,

3. A roll of Flora-

tape, a roll of sticky
tape, and a quantity
of pins for fastening
labels or tags.

4. A watering can
with slender, long
spout for refilling
empty containers.

5. A supply of dry
labels, pen or pencil
for writing corrected
names and addresses.

6. Adhesive clay for
re-fastening loosened
holders.

7. Shears for cutting
off damaged petals or
leaves.

8. Change to make
necessary telephone
calls.

11. A candle or Candle

Mum (adhesive spray)
for repairing shattered
chrysanthemums.

9. Receipt book for 10. Most recent local
getting signature on
delivery of valuable or
controversial mer
chandise.

12. Always lift and
carry potted plants by
the bottom.

telephone book to
check house numbers
and for necessary
checking of names
and phone numbers.

13. Most of all, a
warm smile and pa
tient nature.
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KEN SHORT

FLORAL

INDEX PUBLISHED
Florafax Delivery, Inc., has published an all new

edition of the Florafax Floral Index. Sample copies
have been distributed among subscribers of the world
wide organization.

The twenty-page Index includes sixty-five floral
offerings with each page indexed by classification.
The various classifications include Home and Every
Day Occasions, Special Occasions, Birthday and Get
Well, Sympathy, Christmas, Easter, Mother's Day,
Valentine's Day and Office Arrangements.

The majority of the floral creations were prepared
be a staff of designers selected by Florafax and de
pict the various methods of designing and flowers
used by Florafax Subscribers. Assistance in the pre
paration of the Index was also supplied by the Nether-
land Flower-Bulb Institute, Inc.; the National Orchid
Growers Association, Inc., A.L. Randall Company,
and the American Telephone and Telegraph Company.

The Florafax Floral Index is produced in vivid
full-color lithography. Available in two sizes, the
large Index is 13V4 inches by TA inches, and the
miniature Index is 6 inches by ZlA inches.

Florafax Subscribers may obtain additional quan
tities by addressing their orders to Florafax Delivery,
Inc., P.O. Box 9. Leachville, Arkansas 72438. A
Florafax Floral Index order form is provided in each
edition of FLORAFACTS, the organization's monthly
publication.

(continued from page 4)

Once they are outside, they will have to be wa
tered during dry weather. Feed with dry or soluble
fertilizers. Dust the plants weekly with an all-purpose
material to control insects and diseases. Apply at
sunrise for maximum effectiveness. Some of the taller
growing annuals, such as the giant marigolds, may
need some support to hold them upright during the
season.

Some florists may hesitate to try this because of
the weed problem. However, this can be overcome
with the use of herbicides. Treflan incorporated into
the soil (according to the manufacturer's directions)
will provide weed control all summer. Dacthal applied
after planting will do the same. Or plant through black
plastic mulch.

Why not try a few annuals this summer?

S.A.F. News Digest

Airlines Rate Increase
Request Withdrawn

United Air Lines, Braniff International and Amer
ican Airlines liave withdrawn requests for increases
up to 128% in general commodity air freight rates, it. is
announced by Society of American Florists Executive
Director John Walker.

The withdrawls were made on January 29, on the
eve of a scheduled pre-hearing conference with the
Civil Aeronautics Board and with industries opposed
to the hikes. The CAB investigation was ordered after
a petition was filed by the Society of American Flor
ists for suspension and investigation of recent gen
eral commodity freight raises on the grounds they
were discriminatory against small shipments and
short hauls. The fisheries industry and some freight
forwarders also filed objections to the increase.

It. is expected, said Mr. Walker, that the air car
riers will now consider modification of the requested
increases.

In the meantime, the SAF Traffic Committee will
meet with the airlines individually to discuss their
revenue needs, operating costs and the floral indus
try's distribution requirements and costs.

Other matters to be discussed include rate dis
parities, points between which specific commodity
rates and joint rates are needed, and causes of recent
holiday congestion at the airports.

Committee Accepting
Nominations

The Society of American Florists Nominating
Committee is now studying and evaluating qualifica
tions of candidates for President, Vice-President, and
three wholesaler Members of the Board of Directors.

The 1969 officers and directors will be elected
by the SAF Congress of Delegates on July 30, 1969,
the final day of SAF's 85th Annual Convention at the
Fairmont Hotel, San Francisco, California. The Pre
sident will be elected for a one-year term; the Vice-


